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THE Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Rashed Al 
Rashed was quoted assaying that 
the recent cabinet reshuffle has 
pot nothing to -do with Kuwait's 

In an interview with a Kuwaiti 
daily Rashed said' that Kuwait 
remains committed to its pro- 
claimed foreign policy and to its 
stand jon developments in the 
region. % 

He said that the reshuffle last 


month has no impact on 
Kuwait's efforts to end the Gulf 
war and to achieve Arab 
solidarity. 

He added that Kuwait's 
endeavour atthis stage is to bring 
the Gulf war to an end. 

“The Arab joint action and 
Islamic efforts can achieve noth- 
ing as long as this bloody war is 
going on,” the minister went on. 

Rashed noted that Kuwait has 
explained to the international 


community the dangers of ibe 
continuation of this war, and 
conveyed useful proposals to all 
the parties concerned, including 
Iran, urging Tehran to listen to 
the 'voice of reason* and 
negotiate peace with Iraq. 

Uprising 

Regarding the Palestinian upr- 
ising which has entered its third 
month, the minister said that 
Arab failure in fully supporting 


reshuffle 


the uprising is attributable to the 
continuation of the Gulf war, as 
the Arab attention is pinned on 
this war rather than on the Pales- 
tinian 

Kuwait as current chairman of 
the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference, hold the superp- 
owers responsible for the Israeli 
brutality towards the Palestin- 
ians, and asked them to put pres- 
sure on Israel to stop such 
inhuman actions." he said. 




Taiyzfn sacked 

MOSCOW, (Reuter): Soviet 
state planning chief Nikolai 
Talyzin has bran removed and 
transferred to another post,, the 
official Tass news agency repor- 
ted yesterday. 

Ferry strike 

LONDON, (AP): Seamen strik- 
ing against the sealink ferry com- 
pany at Dover voted to return to 
work yesterday but thousands of 
others continued their walkout 
against other ferry operators for 
a fifth day. 

Pant in Moscow 

MOSCOW,: (UPI): Indian 

Defence Minister Krishna Chan- 
dra Pant arrived in Moscow yes- 
terday for an official visit, the 
Tass news agency reported. 

Jet project 

ABU DHABI, (Reuter): Egypt's 
defence industry cfaiej - suggested 
ini remarks published yesterday 
that Arab states cooperate with ' 
Cairo in budding a warplane. 
“We have the industrial and 
technical base that would enable 
Arabs to produce a warplane,” 
Lieutenant-General Ibrahim 
Orabi told AI Wahda newspaper 
in Abu Dhabi. 



__ . 

— 

k 1 * 

- — 

Si#** 


WEATHER 


TEMPERATURE will be above nor- 
ma! with light northwesterly to 
moderate northeasterly wind and 
some clouds will appear. 

State of sea: moderate 
High water. 3 .00 am. 2X10 pm 
Low water 9.00 am. 8.30 pm 
Sunrise: 6.34 am 
Sunset: 5.30 pm 

Maximum temperature recorded: 
Kuwait ITCttT 
Ahmadi: 1 7*C63*F 
Faflaka: I8*C64*F 
Maximum temperature expected: 
Kuwait: ZI’CWF 
Ahmadi: 19XT 66*F 
Faihka: 20*C 68*F 
Maximum humidity recorded: 
Kuwait; 57 per cent 
Ahmadi: 58 percent 
Faitaka: 75 per cent , 

Maximum humidity expected: 

Kuwait: 70 per cent 
Ahmadi: 75 percent 
Futata: 80 per cent 

Minimum temperature recorded: 
Kuwait S-jC-WT 

Ahmadi: I PCSTF 
Failaka: UTC5CPF 




GENEVA, Feb 6, (Kuna): 
Sultan Qaboos I bn Said of 
Oman has spoken out against 
the possible imposition . of an 
arms embargo against Iran. 

In an interview with the Swiss 
newspaper Tribune de Geneva 
today, Sultan Qaboos commen- 
ted that “such an idea is not real- 
istic.” 

“It is only a political expres- 
sion — in other words it would 
have a value more symbolic than 
real,” he added. 

The recent via r to Iran by an \ 
envoy from the UAE, acting on 
behalf of the GCC, had created 
more chances of reestablishing 
peace, or of restricting the spread 
of the fire, he went on. 

The Sultan observed that at the 
Arab summit in Amman the 
delegates had launched an appeal 
for peace, but at theGCC summit 
m December the participants 
wanted to take a step further to 
open the way to work effectively 
in favour of peace. 

Dialogue 

This involved having a 
dialogue with two parties, with 
Tehran. 

“As Saudi Arabia, who is 
current president of the GCC. 
had a dispute with Iran following 
the problems of Makkah. I sug- 
gested nominating the UAE to 
open thiadiafoguBwith-Tehran,'* 
hesaicn~ 

“We are studying the res- 
ponse,” following the visit of the 
envoy, be added. 

Asked . what chances there 
were for an end to the Gulf war, 
Sultan Qaboos replied: “There is 
always a chance, but it is impossi- 
ble to say whether this war will 
finish today or whether it will 
continue for another eight 
years." 

“Security Council resolution 
598 created an adequate basis for 
a just and mutually honourable 
end to the conflict 

Oppose 

“The two countries have 
accepted it but they are not m 
agreement over the order of 
priority of putting it into effect” 
he went on. 

The Sultan did not oppose the 
idea of a United Nations naval 
force in the Gulf, as suggested by 


the Soviet Union. 

“Ibe Soviet Union must con- 
tribute to the murntmawce of 
peace everywhere ini the world in 
the same way as the United States 
or the Europeans. 

“Anything that guarantees 
peace is welcome. Well, why nota 
peace force under the United 
Nations umbrella?”, he said. . 

“It is true that up to now die 
UN has nqver intervened on the 
sea. All its peace forces have been 
exclusively land-based. 
Thereforelt would not bean easy 
task.” . ;• .. 

Turning toGCC issues, Sultan 
Qaboos said that he was fully 
satisfied with the way the GCC 
was working. 

“At the beginning certain 
member countries were main- 
taining that it should deal only 
with economic and mm m iHi jBl 
cooperation. 

. “But today they understand, 
as we have always said, that the 
question of common' security is 
essential.* 1 

In Amman, Abdullah Bishara, 
Secretary-General of the GCC, 
said today that Gulf Arab states 
are stepping up diplomatic 
efforts to enforce a United 
Nations resolution ordering a 
-ceasefire m the Iran-fraq war. 

“AD our efforts are now con- 
centrated on im plemen ting the 
J IJ^s July 20 call for ap end to the 
war;” Buh&r^saxL' \ " c. ' . 

Regofattfltt 

“We arc keen to see this resolu- 
tion enforced .... We want to 
decrease tensions in the GulC” 

Iran says it win not accept a 
ceasefire unless Iraq is first 
named as the aggressorin the 7-1/ 
.2-year-old war. 

Saudi Arabian Foreign Mini- 
ster Prince Sami Al Faisal visited 
Moscow last week and urged the 
Soviet Union to join efforts to 
force Iranian compliance. He is 
due to meet US Secretary of State 
George Shultz on Tuesday. . 

“The general trend among us 
(the GCC) now is to search for 
new ways to deepen the existing 
GCC-Iranian talks to ease ten- 
sion in the Gulf,” said Bishara, in 
Jordan to attend a seminar on 
Lebanon. 

“Our concerns are to 
implement theresolution, reduce 
tensions in the Gulf and enjoy 
good neighbourly ties,” he said. 


Jordan agrees to 
PLO demand on 242 


ABU DHABI, Feb 6, (AP): A 
PLO official says Jordan has 
agreed that UN Security Council 
resolution 242 should be amen- 
ded to add Palestinians' right to 
self-determination, the news- 
paper Al lttihad reported today. 

The group objerts to resolu- 
tion 242, passed after the 1967 
Mideast war, because it refers to 
the Palestinian problem only as 
one of refugees. 

“The PLO is ready to accept 


resolution 242 if it is amended to 
include securing our right of self-* 
determination,” said Salah 
Khalaf, second-in-command of 
Fatah group. - 
Khalaf, in the newspaper’s dis- 
patch from. . T onis where the 
PLO is currently headquartered, 
said that the PLO demand has 
“met with Jordanian approval” 
in the course of Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian talks lately held in the Jor- 
danian capital of Amman. 


Be my Valentine 

Express it in words 

For just 

I<D 1.000 

Valentine’s Day is just around the comer let that special 
someone in your life know just how much you care. 

All you have to do Is: 

1. Write your greetings dearly on the coupon provided in 
no more than 20 words. 

2. Enclose your message with one dinar in an envelope and 
hand deliveiy it to the Arab Times office before 12pm, 
February 13, 1 988. 


From: 


Your Valentine greetings will appear on February 14, 2988. 
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Troops deployed 
as riots in 
Karachi spread 


A.Paleethiian woman pleada with en laraell aoldler to let arreated 
youthsgo fraa as liay board an Army truck. (Reuter wirepholo) 

Murphy holds talks in Syria 


2 hurt as Israeli 
troops open fire 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
Feb 6, (Agencies): Israeli troops 
shot and wounded two Palestin- 
ian demonstrators in the lsraeB- 
occupied West Bank today and 
police fired tear gas at Arab 
protesters in several Jerusalem 
neighbourhoods. 

An Army spokesman said sol-' 
diers opened fire after tear gas 
and rubber bullets failed to dis- 
perse stone-throwing protesters 
in the Village of Bam Naim, east 
ofHebron, wounding two people 
in the legs. . 

Israelis have shot dead 43 
Palestinians since anti-Israeli 
protests began in the occupied 
territories on Dec 9. 

Police fired tear gas at Pales- 
tinian demonstrators in the Sal- 
wan neighbourhood of East 
Jerusalem, just outside the 
walled old city, security sources 
said. 

Blocked 

The demonstrators raised 
Palestinian flags, blocked streets 
with burning tyres and threw 
rocks at police who arrested at 
least one protester, the sources 
said. 

Thecrack of tear gas launchers 
could be heard and smoke from 
burning tyres rose from several 
points m Abu Tor on the 1948 
ceasefire line dividing West 
Jerusalem from the eastern sec- 
tor. ; 

Arab residents in the northern 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of 
Anatotj blocked the road to the 
Jewish suburb of Neve Yaacov 
with burning tyres. Police disper- 
sed them with tear gas. 


. Palestinians in Arab neigh- 
bourhoods on Mount Scopus 
threw stones at Israeli vehicles 
but no injuries were reported. 

Reporters trying to enter 
Hebron were turned back by 
troops but residents said there 
had been no incidents in the city. 

Protesters m Gaza City today 
threw stones at troops and bur- 
ned tyres in some streets but 
other parts of the strip were 
quiet, residents said. 

Murphy 

US envoy Richard Murphy 
arrived in Damascus on Friday 
night at the start of a mission to 
try to relaunch the Middle East 
peace process. 

In Damascus, Murphy met 
Syrian officials today to discuss 
American proposals for face-to- 
face talks between Israel and the 
Arabs. 

State-run Damascus Radio, in 
a commentary that usually 
reflects government thinking, 
said today the United States 
should adopt an unbiased policy 
and proposals “must take into 
consideration the necessity of 
ending the (Israeli) occupation." 

Murphy, met for 5 1-2 hours 
with Foreign MinisterFarouq AI 
Share after arriving in the Syrian 
capital earlier in the day. He was 
expected to meet Vice President 
Abdul-HaHm Khaddam in the 
evening and President Hafez 
Assad tomorrow. 

Meanwhile Turkey renewed 
its backing for an international 
Middle East peace conference 
today after a 24-hour visit by 
(Continued on Page 2) 


KARACHI; Feb 6, (Agencies): 
Authorities ordered Army 
troops today to quell ethnic riot- 
ing that left at least 12 people 
dead and more than 80 others 
wounded in a spree of stabbings, 
shootings and arson, sources 
said. 

Polioe fired tear gas and bullets 
• at the demonstrators after they 
hurled stones and refused to dis- 
perse, the Karachi, Pakistan, 
commissioner said in a 
statement. 

The death toll had risen to 12 
by midday and more than 80 
others were injured, polioe and 
hospital sources reported. At 
least 25 people were wounded in 
shooting, stoning and stabbing 
incidents, hospital sources said. 

Police also imposed a curfew 
m three areas hardest hit by the 
riots. 

Gunfire 

Doctors at Karachi's Abbassi 
Shahecd Hospital said more than 
14 people were injured, most of 
■them by gunfire and knives! 
Authorities .said more than 68 
people were' in custody foi r not-" 
Log, arson and murder. 

Doctors said the two-day 
death toll reached 12, but soda] 
workers at the hospital said 14 
people had been killed. No 
reason was given for the dis- 
crepancy. 

The violence began on Friday 
when police fired into a mob of 
hundreds of Pathan settlers in 
Karachi, Pakistan’s largest dty, 
who were protesting the conver- 
sion of downtown housing land 
into a public park. 

Witnesses said rioters set fire 


Iraq cuts 

foreign 

workforce 

BAGHDAD, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Iraq cut its foreign workforce fay 
nearly one third last year, saving 
more than $50 milli on in hard 
currency. Industry Ministry 
Hatem Abd Al Rasheed said. 

In remarks published today in 
Al Qadistya newspaper, Rasheed 1 
said the number of foreigners 
was reduced by 30 per cent and 
his ministry also saved Iraq $100 
million in hard currency by swit- 
ching from imported to local raw 
materials. 

Egyptians, estimated to 
exceed a million, make up more 
than 90 per cent of Iraq's foreign 

manpower. 


Vatican meeting 

VATICAN CITY, Feb 6, (AP): 
The Vatican's foreign minister 
today met with the editor of an 
Arab-language Jerusalem news- 
paper, the second Palestinian 
figure he received this week. The 
Vatican did not release details of 
the 30-minute meeting between 
Monsignor Achille Silvestrini 
and Hana Sionara, who edits the 
newspaper AJ Fajr. 


to at least seven vcim.ic% in two 
predominantly Muslim neigh- 
bourhoods where Army troops 
sought to restore order. 

Authorities said they called 
out Army units in trucks with 
machine-guns today to put down 
the rioting, but witnesses said the 
clashes continued despite the 
military presence. 

Escalating 

Fighting spread through the 
city's downtown and western dis- 
tricts in escalating conflict bet- 
ween the Pathans — migrants 
from frontier province in north- 
western Pakistan — and 
Muslims, known as mohajirs, 
who migrated from India to Pak- 
istan after the former British 
colony was partitioned in 1947. 

The two ethnic groups clash 
frequently over housing and jobs 
in the overcrowded port city of 


19th, Iraqi attack this year 


Tit-for-tat tanker raids continue 


MANAMA, Feb 6, (Agencies): 
Iraq today said its Air Force 
attacked a large naval target 
believed to be an Iranian tanker 
in the northern Gulf after Tehran 
staged its third attack on ship- 
ping in a week. 

in the latest escalation of the 
“tit-foritat” tanker war between 
Iran ami Iraq, state-controlled 
Baghdad Radio.inanewsbroad- 
cast tfais morning, said Iraqi jets 
hit a “large naval target” — the 
standard Iraqi reference for a 
tanker, or freighter m Iranian 
service.: 

The reported attack was Iraq's. 

19th claimed fait this year. 

A shipping source said an! ran- 


ian ship was hit in the Gulf at the 
same time the Iraqis claimed thetr- 
strike. The source could not 
immediately give further details. 
The report could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

Claimed 

Iraq gave no details of the 
ownership or registry of the ship 
it claimed to have-iL 

An Iranian gunboat attacked 
the Panamanian-registered tan- 
ker Tavistock al 3 am yesterday 
in apparent revenge for an earlier 
blazing Iraqi strike on an Iranian 
freighter. 

The attack ignited a fire in the 
engine room and crew quarters of 
the tanker that was quickly con- 


trolled by the seamen, shipping 
officials said. 

The stricken Panamanian-reg- 
istered vessel limped 12 miles into 
the UAE port of Dubai for 
repairs, shipping officials said. 
She was empty at the time of the 
strike. 

The British frigate Boxer 
entered the Suez Canal today 
from the Mediterranean Sea on 
its way to the Gulf region. 

The Boxer was in a 20-ship 
regular convoy that steamed 
through the waterway from its 
northern end ofPort Said. Canal 
officials said they were told the 
frigate was. headed for the Gulf 
area. 


nearly nine million people. 

Police eventually restored 
calm after nightfall but news of 
tbe battle spread to other poor 
neighbourhoods of Karachi, 
sparking clashes between Path- 

" ans audmobajirs. _ 

Both groups are Muslim and 
neither is native to the dty, but 
they live dose together in shabby 
working-dass neighbourhoods 
where they compete for jobs. 

One mob attacked a police 
P 9 st early today in the Landhi 
district of eastern Karachi, 
officials said. They did not 
indicate which group was res- 
ponsible or report any casualties. 

Throughout tbe dty, maraud- 
ing youth gangs burned dozens 
of shops and vehicles, witnesses 
said. 


Reagan is 
kind, Nancy 
is smart 

WASHINGTON, Feb 6, (UPI): 
President Reagan is especially, 
kind and Nancy Reagan is 
especially smart, but he trusts 
people too much and she drives 
them “up the wall” with her per- 
fectionism, according to their 
friend and former adviser 
Michael Dcaver. 

In an interview on ABC telev- 
ision network's “20/20” 
programme last night, the former 
White House aide — whose con- 
tact with the Reagans is suspen- 
ded as he appeals a peijury con- 
viction discussed the President 
and the first lady in light of his 
new book about them. 

“Well. I think he is the most 
gentle man I've ever met,” 
Deaver said of Reagan. “He is 
kind to a fault, and maybe that is 
also his worst quality. He believes 
and trusts people. He simply 
takes people for what they are 
and what they appear to him to 
be, and he believes the best about 
them. And in this world, and in 
this town particularly, that may 
not be a strength.” 

Worst 

Asked to judge Mrs Reagan's 
best and worst qualities. Deaver 
responded: “She is probably one 
of the smartest people I’ve ever 
met I think if you want to talk 
about what ever worst quality is, 
her perfectionism drives you 
right up the wall.”' 

Deaver said he finds nothing 
wrong with the First Lady’s 
widely noted practice of advising 
the President on major issues. 

Nancy threw a surprise party 
yesterday for her husband to 
mark his 77th birthday today and 
the President teased her in won- 
dering aloud where she. got the 
time "after making a deal with 
Soviets for the arms thing." 

About 70 guests, including 
cabinet members, the White 
House staff and Reagan's long- 
time friends and aides attended 
the lunch in the state dinin- 
groom. Today will be Reagan's 
last birthday as President. 


Rashed Al Rashed 


General 
strike hits 
Dhaka 

DHAKA, Feb 6, (AP): Stores 
were shuttered and most traffic 
halted in Dhaka today for a 
dawn-to-dusk nationwide gen- 
eral strike to demand the resigna- 
tion of President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad. 

The strike was the 22nd called 
by the opposition since last Nov 
10, when it began a campaign to 
oust the 58-year-old former 
Army general. 

But last night, at least 10 peo- 
ple were injured when a small 
bomb was tossed during a 
demonstration just outside the 
city in Narayanganj. Police said 
two of the injured were hospital- 
ised. 

In the town of Khulna, 210 
miles (338 kilometres) southwest 
of the capital, two policemen 
were injured yesterday when a 
small bomb was thrown at a 
police van, the Bengali-language 
newspaper Ittefaq reported. 
Battles 

It said police arrested two peo- 
ple in the incident. 

At least 70 people were 
injured, meanwhile, as suppor- 
ters of two rival candidates in 
local council elections fought 
battles with knives and clubs in 
[he villages of Kashipur and 
Keraniganj just outside Dhaka 
yesterday, police sources said. 

In Dhaka today, riot police 
and members of the paramilitary 
Bangladesh Rifles patrolled the 
city on foot and in trucks. Only a 
few bicycle rickshaws and gover- 
nment buses moved through 
streets of the city of four million 
people. 

The main opposition leaders. 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed of the 
Aw&mi League and Begum 
Khaleda Zia of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party last night 
called on people to intensify the 
campaign against Ershad. 

“General Ershad's fall is 
imminent. His days are num- 
bered” said Sheikh Hasina. 

In a speech yesterday, Ershad 
said the opposition campaign 
violates Islam, the religion of 
most Bangladeshis. 


Fines for expiry 
of residence 

PEOPLE, whose residence per- 
mit expires during renewal, will 
have to pay a fine for the period 
between the expiry date and the 
renewal date, the director of the 
public relations department at 
tbe Interior Ministry, Colonel 
Ahmad Al Rujaib, has said. 

He added, expired residence 
permits or visit visas will not be 
extended in accordance with the 
new amendments to the 
Residence Law. 


DAY BY DAY 


THE meeting of Arab Fin- 
ance Ministers in Tunis needs 
to produce something sub- 
stantial. The ministers need to 
observe how economic deals 
are carried out among West 
European countries. In 
Europe, there are no restric- 
tions on the movement of 
people or capital. 

How can the Arab world 
function within an atmos- 
phere where each Arab coun- 
try has its own economic sys- 
tem, and under the pretext of 
protecting its citizens, each 
Arab country doses its doors 
to others. 

Under such circumstances' 
we will continue to see Arab 
capital invested abroad where 
no such obstades as those 
seen in the Arab world exist. 

The only solution is that 
each Arabcountry which gen- 
uinely wants economic 
development, opens its doors 
instead of talkingofeconomic 
cooperation without accom- 
plishing anything. 

Zahed Malar 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Israeli agents blamed for car bomb explosion 


Amal commander killed 


BEIRUT, Feb 6, (AP): A bocfty- 
trapped car exploded in a south 
Beirut district today, killing a 
local militia commander, police 
said. 

The victim was identified as 
Abbas Awadah, known as Abu 
Habib, 33, a security commander 
of Justice Minister Nabih Beni’s 
Amal militia in suburban Haret 
Hreik. police said. 

There was no responsibility 
claim for the killing. A terse 
Amal communique blamed it on 
“agents of Israel seeking to sow 
dissension within nationalist 
ranks." 

The explosion occurred this 
morning, when Awadah turned 


on the ignition of his car to go to 
work. Three pedestrians suffered 


work. Three pedestrians suffered 
slight shrapnel injuries, police 
added. 

Damage 

"The wounded were a 22 -year- 
old fellow and two kids, one of 
whom I carried to the nearest 
pharmacy. He was crying and 
vomiting.’' said Hasan, 22, who 
witnessed the explosion. 

The windows of several apart- 
ment buildings overlooking the 
scene was shattered. Doors were 
ripped off by the explosion. 


Army explosives expert 
warrant officer Mahmoud Idris 
said the charge was made up of 
five kilograms of TNT rigged in 
the motor Awadah 's red Mer- 
cedes-Benz. 

The blast killed Awadah ins- 
tantly. The car was reduced to a 
smoldering pile of twisted metal. 

The blasL scene is about SO 
meters away from the residence 
of Sheikh Mohammed Hussein 
FadlalJah, spiritual guide of the 
pro-Iranian Hezbollah extremist 
faction. 

But police said the influential 
cleric was not a target. 

Defused 

Meanwhile, an Army 
expl osi ves expert safely defused a 
powerful car bomb near an Air 
France office in East Beirut early 
today. 

Police said Army warrant 
officer Youssef Bitar, who 
defused the bomb, estimated its 
power at 40 kilograms. 

The charge was rigged in a blue 
Peugeot automobile parked in 
front of a sales office for Air 
France, the French national 
carrier, in east Beirut’s suburban 
district of Jal El-Deeb. 

There was no one at the office 


when the bomb was discovered 
and dismantled, police said. 

They said an investigation was 
under way to determine whether 
the bomb was related to a chain 
of attacks against Frenchmen in 
the Eastern sector of the Leban- 
ese capital. 

The last previous such attack 
came on Tuesday when gunmen 
shot and killed Frenchman 
Jacques Meurant with silencer- 
equipped automatic pistols as he 
drove his car in east Beirut’s 

Ashrafiyeh district. 

No group claimed respon- 
sibility for the assassination, 
which occurred two blocks from 
Lebanon’s general security 
headquarters. 

Agent 

Police said Meurant carried a 
Lebanese residence permit issued 
in October that listed his occupa- ' 
tion as salesman. But the French 
news agency Agence France- 
Presse quoted well informed 
sources in Paris as saying 
Meurant worked for the French 
secret service. 

Meurant was the fifth French- 
man killed in Christian-con- 
trolled areas in 1 6 months. 

French engineer Richard 


Naji awarded the Golden Pen of Freedom 


PARIS. Feb 6. ( AP): The Inter- 
national Federation of News- 
paper Publishers (Fiej) awarded 
its annual press freedom prize to 
Naji A1 Ali, the Palestinian car- 
toonist shot to death last year in 
London. 

The 1988 Fiej Golden Pen of 
Freedom is the first in 27 years to 
be given either to an Arab or to a 
cartoonist and is only the second 
awarded posthumously. 

A1 Ali was 49 when he was 
killed by an unidentified gunman 


last July in London, where he had 
been living in exile. Fiej said that 
while no group claimed respon- 
sibility and the killer has never 
been identified, the murder was 
widely seen as an act of revenge 
by one of the Middle Eastern, 
groups he satirised. 

Crownings 


awarding the prize. “This has 
been achieved in a most notable 
form by cartoonists as well as by 
writers.” 


censorship of his work and bani- 
shment. But his work also attrac- 


The Paris-based publishers 
organisation said A1 Ali used his 
drawings to attack tyranny 
wherever he saw it in the Middle 
East. 


ted a wide following among those 
promoting compromise and 
understanding between govern- 
ments and peoples. 


“By awarding the Golden Pen 
to Naji A1 Ali, Fiej also wishes to 


"It is a major function of the 
free press to comment upon and 
criticise the actions and policies 
of governments," Fiej said in 


"His cartoons were so sharp 
that he offended every govern- 
ment in the region. His opposi- 
tion to intolerance resulted in the 


recognise those other Arab jour- 
nalists forced to live in exile 
because the only side they agree 
to take in a region crippled by its 
divisions is that of integrity and 
truth. 
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G impel, 46, was shot and 
seriously wounded Nov 1 1 as he 
drove his car on the highway lin- 
king Beirut and the port of Joun- 

ieh. 

He died in hospital 13 days 
later. 

Two gunmen in a speeding car 
ranked three French Embassy 
guards with automatic gunfire as 
they shopped in East Beirut's 
Dora district Oct 29. Lieut. Chr- 
istian Mondon and warrant 
officer Andre Cruz were killed 
while Pvt. Miguel CoQignon was 
seriously wounded. 

Military attache CoL Chris- 
tian Gouttierre, 60, was shot and 
killed near the Embassy's com- 
pound in east Beirut's Hazmieh 
district Sept 18, 1986. 

No group has claimed respon- 
sibility for the killings. 

The Armenian secret Army for 
the liberation of Armenia yester- 
day disclaimed any involvement 
in the attacks on Frenchmen in 
east Beirut. 

“We had nothing to do with 
any of the Frenchmen's killings 
in east Beirut,” said an AsaJa 
statement distributed by han d to 
Western news agency offices in 
West Beirut. 



A Filipino family stays beskle the coffin of a 10-month -old daughter trying to raise money to 
bury the child who died of measles. (Reuter wl rephoto) 


China seeks 


closer ties 


with Iran 


Filipino rebels use 
women as shields 


BELTING, Feb 6, (Reuter): A 
senior Chinese leader today told 
a visiting Iranian delegation Beij- 
ing hoped to “strengthen its co- 
operation with Iran in all fields,”' 
the official New China News 
Agency reported. 

Chinese Vice-President 
Ulanhu said at a formal meeting 
with the group from Iran's 
Islamic Consultative Assembly 
that “a long- term steady ana 
friendly relationship will be ben- 
eficial to the people of our two 
countries." 

• The agency gave no further 
details of meetings with the 
delegation, which arrived on 
Thursday fora one-week “good- 
will” visit led by the assembly's 
deputy speaker Hojatoleslam 
Mo hammad Yazdi. 

The US has protested against 
China's alleged supplies of Silk- 
worm missiles to Iran for use in 
the Gulf war, and slowed the 
expansion of high-technology 


MANILA, Feb 6, (Reuter): A 
band of 150 communist rebels 
burned down a town hall then 
used women and children to 
shield them, from pursuing sol- 
diers and police in a northern 
Philippine province, the state- 
run news agency said today. 

A military spokesman said the 
guerrillas also took hostage 10 
women who were wives of local 
lawmen. 

Troops backed by helicopter 
gunships were sent after the 
rebels, the Philippine News 
Agency (PN A) reported. 

PNA said the attack occurred 
on Thursday but reports were 
delayed because of poor com- 
munications. 

It said there was a gunbattle 
between troops and rebels in the 
town of Tingfayan. in the moun- 
tainous northern province of 


Party. 

Their arrests, along with 15 
others who have been charged 
was hailed by the government as 
a major blow against the com- 
munists' 19-year-old insurgency. 

Guligado said the rebels fled to 
a nearby village. 


Gunbattle 


Kalinga-Apayao. after the 
guerrillas set the municipal buil- 


trade to Beijing in retaliation. 
Western officials have also 


Western officials have also 
alleged that China supplied large 
quantities of arms to Iraq in the 
early stages of the war. 

On. Thursday, ..the agency t 
quotet^Natibhal; People’s- (3on- 
gress Chairman 1 Peng Zhen, .as 


and Iraq should negotiate an end 
to the war, but did not mention a 
UN ceasefire resolution passed 
last July. 


ding abalze. 

Army captain Rudy Guligado 
said soldiers held their fire when 
the guerrillas grabbed women 
and children to protect them as 
they headed out of town. 

He said the rebels released the 
children then fled after taking 
‘ hostage tfie 'wives of police' and ^ 3 
; soldiers. 

‘ In. -Manila.^ military .leaders — 

said they were releasing five peo- 
ple arrested earlier this week on 
suspicion of being top members 
of the outlawed Communist 


Kidnapping is not political: officials 


Unrwa men may be freed soon 


BEIRUT, Feb 6, (AP): United 
Nations officials said today, they 
expected two kidnapped Scan- 
dinavians working for the UN 
Relief and Works Agency to be 
released soon. 

“Their abduction is not 
political. It seems to be related to 
a recent dismissal of six local 
employees,” said one Arab 
Unrwa officiaL 

Masked gunmen in two cars 
rammed a marked UN vehicle at 
a highway bridge outside south 
Lebanon's port city of Sidon yes- 
terday and grabbed a Swede and 
a Norwegian serving as Unrwa 
area operations supervisors. 

The agency's chief spokesman 
Niall Kiety identified the victims 
as Jan Stening. 44, of Sweden, 
and William Jorgensen, 58, of 
Norway. 

Unrwa's top manager in 
Beirut has called the abduction a 
“tremendous mistake' and war- 
ned that if the two were not freed 
soon all staff foreigners of the 


agency would be pulled out of 
Lebanon. 

The Arab Unrwa official said 
Stening conducted a 'hush-hush 
investigation that revealed mas- 
sive thefts of fuel and medical 
supplies from Unrwa's phar- 
macies in Tyre and Sidon two 
months ago.” 

Six Palestinian employees 
were dismissed after Stening tur- 
ned in his report to the Unrwa 
headquarters in Beirut, the 
official said. 

Denial 

“Some of the sacked 
employees apparently had con- 
nections with a local commander 
in a Palestinian commando 
group, and he carried out the 
abduction to avenge the dismis- 
sal,” the official added. 

“Senior guerrilla leaderships 
have promised to deal quickly 
with the situation and ensure the 
safe release of the two Scandin- 
avians soon. UN officials in 
Lebanon are optimistic.” the 


official added. 

Unrwa’s foreign officials 
declined to comment on the 
Arab’s version, but also said they 
were hopeful that the two would 
be released soon. 

A Palestinian source said the 
Fatah Revolutionary Council, a 
radical Palestinian commando 
faction accused of kidnapping 
two UN relief workers, but the 
group denied the charges today. 

A Palestinian source said the 
relief workers were beaten and 
taken to the Palestinian refugee 
camp of Ain El Helweh, outside 
the southern port city of Sidon. 
after they were abducted yester- 
day while driving south of Beirut. 

He said one of the two hos- 
tages was carrying personal 
belongings and was apparently 
planning to leave Lebanon after 
receiving threats from the radical 
group led by Abu Nidal. 

But the group, in a statement 
distributed today, denied the 
report. 


Franco’s widow 
dies at 87 


MADRID, Feb 6, (UP1): Car- 
men Polo Martinez, widow of the 
late dictator Francisco Franco, 
died today, family members said. 
She was 87. 

The couple's only child. Car- 
men Franco, was at her mother’s 
bedside when she died. 

Polo, suffering from acute 
arthritis, had been in frail health 
for the past several years and 
rarely went outside, two months 
after Franco's death on Nov 20, 
Pardo Palace, where she and the 
dictator lived during his 37-year 
rule, and increasingly shunned 
the public light. 

During Franco's dictatorship, 
the Spanish press doted on 
“Dona Carmen," showing her at 
the Generalissimo's side, tower- 
ing several inches above her 
stern-faced husband and smiling 
radiantly. 

But die dailed to gain wide 
popularity and many Spaniards 


Sikhs slaughter 
family of eight 


viewed her as a haughty woman. 
Her reported love oil jewelry ear- 




Her reported love of jewelry ear- 
ned her the nicknames “Dona 
Pearls” and “Dona Necklaces." 

King Juan Carlos, Franco's 
chosensuccessor to carry on the 
old regime, bestowed pogtitle of 
Dame of Meiras and a special 
pension from the state after the 
dictator's death. 


AMRITSAR, Feb 6. (Reuter): 
Sikh gunmen shot dead eight 
members of a family near the 
Si kh holy ci ty of Amri tsar and six 
other people were killed in 
various incidents in Punjab, 
police said today. 

Police in Amritsar said gun- 
men, believed to be -Sikh 
militants demanding an indepen- 
dent homeland, raided a house 
20 km from the city last night and 
shot down Kundan Singh and his 
family. 

Singh was suspected ofbeinga 
police informer, the police said. 

Six other people, including 
two policemen, were killed in 
other incidents involving Sikh 
extremists who have stepped up 
theirarmed campaign to demand 
an independent homeland Lo be 
called Khalisian, or the“land of 
the pure.” 

Arrest 


Narita airport that killed two 
luggage handlers as they 
unloaded baggage from a Can- 
adian jeL 

The blast occured hours after 
an Air India Jumbo jet on a flight 
from Canada, exploded over the 
Atlantic olT Ireland, killing all 
329 people aboard on June 23, 
1985 in an apparent bombing by 
Sikh terrorists seeking a separate 
homeland in India. 


«w e Air ! nd j a ^Plosion 
remains unsolved. But a Can- 

adian radio station reported 
police will arrest several other 
bikhs living in Canada and 
charge them with conspiring to 
blow up the Jumbo je-. once Sikh 
electrician. InderjitSmgh RevaL 
arrested yesterday morning in 
gSgT--- Edited back lo 


India sends 
more troops 
to crush 


In the south, four guerrillas 
and two soldiers were killed in a 
battle and 2i troopers were 
wounded in land mine blast, the 
military said today. 

A spokesman said more than 
30 soldiers were on a routine 
patrol on Friday when their vehi- 
cles hit land mines in the town of 
Tandag. in Surigao del Sur 
province. 

The rebels then opened fire' on 
the soldiers, who returned fire 
until reinforcing troops arrived. 

The spokesman said five 
helicopter gunships were sent to 
the area to assist ground troops 
and to fly the wounded soldiers 
to the city. 

In Manila, Army spokesman 
Colonel Oscar Florendo said five 
rebel suspects detained with oth- 
ers in a series of raids on rebel 
hideouts were being released des- 
f f>ite military reports thaf they 
were active in the insurgency. 

He said.iheJjYe.had been lin- . 

ked to the Communist Party in 
the central Visayan islands but 
would be freed for lack of 
evidence. 


Tigers 

COLOMBO. Feb 6. (Reuter): 
India is to boost its troop stren- 
gth in Sri Lanka to about 70.000 
in an attempt to crush stubborn 
resistance by Tamil rebels, Sri 
Lankan government officials 
said today. 

The officials said 15.000 
additional troops arc due to 
arrive. 

Two Indian Army brigades are 
expected before Feb 10 and a 
third by end of the month, they 
said. That would increase the 
number of brigades in the island 
to 15. 

The reinforcements would be 
deployed in the eastern district of 
Trincomalcc and in the Vanni 
jungles of the north comprising 
Vavuniya, Mannar and 
Mullaitivu districts. 

"The influx of more troops is 
to finish the job against the 
terrorists as soon aspossible.” a 
Defence Ministry official said. 

Capable 

Indian military officials here 
said transport planes arrived at 
Batticaloa in the east yesterday, 
some of them capable of carrying 
400 to 500 soldiers. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man in New” Delhi said: “We have 
moved additional troops into 
Batticaloa but I am not going to 
eo into operational details about 
whether there were eight or 15 
planeloads." 

Sri Lankan officials said 
Indian soldiers in Batticaloa 
have been pursuing rebels from 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam who have switched their 
campaign for a separatist slate 
from the northern provinces to 
the east. 

An Indian peacekeeping force 
was sent to the island's northern 
and eastern provinces in July 
when both countries signed a. 
pact to end four years of Tamil 
separatist war in Sri Lanka. ".-C . - 

Military officials said the 
Tigers had regrouped in Bat- 
ticaloa after their northern stron- 
ghold of Jaffna was wrested haja 
them by Indian soldiers -in-, a- 
major offensive last October. ■ 

There are now five Indian 
brigades in the Jaffna peninsula. 


Congress (I) 
forms 


cabinet in 
Meghalaya 


-NEW DELHI. Feb 6:"(WW T 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's 
Congress (I) Party today forgpd 
an alliance with smaller parlies 
and independents, allowing it to 
govern northeastern Meghalaya 
after this week's inconclusive 
state polls, reports said. 

The Press Trust of India said 
1 1 members of the Congress (I) 
Party were sworn in as the new 
ministry late today at the gover- 
nor's mansion in Shillong, east of 
New Delhi. 

The domestic news agency 
said Pumo A. Sangma. formerly 
the central government's deputy 
labour minister, has been 
appointed chief minister lo the 
jungle-covered stale of some 1.3 
million mostly Christian tribe- 
speople. 

Tuesday’s polls left a power 
vaccum as the ruling Congress (1) 
Party won 22 seats, losing con- 
trol of the 60-member leg- 
islature, but still having the lar- 
gest power block. 

A regional party, the Hill Peo- 
ples Union, bagged 19 seats, 
while independents and smaller 
parties took a total of 1 8. Count- 
ing was suspended in one district 
because of a dispute with the 
government in neighbouring 
Assam. 

The Press Trust said the Con- 
gress (I) Party enlisted the sup- 
port of some independents and 
smaller parties, giving it the 
absolute majority it needed lo be 
eligible lo rule. 


2 hurt as 


Israeli troops 
open fire 

(Continued from Page 1) 


Egyptian President Hosni 

Mubarak. 


More than 1,200 people were 
kil(ed in Punjab last year com- 
pared to 640 in 1986. 


Meanwhile, US police yester- 
day arrested a Sikh activist in 
1985 explosion at Tokyo’s 


Canudiun police would not 
confirm the report. 

The two explosions, coming a 
ye ^Hj lndian t ro< >ps a iiacked 

and killed scores of Sikhs ui ihcir 
Golden Temple in Amritsar. 

i0 "- ,hey had ***" 
set off by Sikh activists. 


Mubarak. 

. Prosident Kenan Evren. Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal and other 
officials look part in talks with 
Mubarak, who later left for 
home at the end of a Lour which 
also took him to Western Europe 
and the United States. 

PLO Chief Yasser Arafat has 
asked the United Nations to 
ensure that a group of Palestin- 
ian deportees is not prevented 
from reluming by sea to Israel 

He made the appeal in a mes- 
sage to UN Secretary-General 
Javier Perez De Cuellar. UN 
Security Council president Ver- 
non Walters and the head of the 
London-based human rights 
group Amnesty International. 

We have no doubt about 
your support of these pcopk* 
right to realise their wish u* 
return to their motherland. We 
usk you lo exercise your effective 
influence to ensure their secure 
arrival in their motherland." 
Arafat said. 
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Secondary school st udents will be given lessons on immunity 
frowi next year " y ./ . ■ ;■ T~ 

AIDS con ference opens tomorrow 

By Jadranjca Porter: three Regional • reference take urgent action to control the ' each country with powers to put 

KUWAIT’S second Inter. int0 P™«t>ce t£e required 


By Jadranka Porter 

KUWAIT’S second . inter- 
national AlbS conference gets 
underway tomorrow with inter- 
national experts expected to pass 
on the latest information about 
the kxDer disease to doctors from 
the WHO (World Health Organ- 
isation) Eastern Mediterranean 
region. 

■ Testing 

The conference will cover 
medical as well as social and 
economic aspects of the disease, 
said Dr Rashid Al Owaish, the 
acting director of public health. 
From the medical point of view 
discussions will centre on 
epidemiology, clinical treatment 
and immunology. The three-day 
conference will be attended by Dr 
Jonathan Mann, director of the 
WHO’s : AIDS (Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
programme^ A public question 
and answer session in Arabic will 
be held on Wednesday, following 
the closing session, and the par- 
ticipants will 1 include doctors, 
socaal workers and a lawyer. 

Kuwait has one of WHO's 


three -regional -reference 
laboratories for AIDS testing 
and has aspired to play a leading 
role in controlling the spread of 
the disease in the region. Havin g 
set up the required testing 
facilities the country has turned 
to tackling the soda 1 and legal 
aspects of the disease. All along, 
emphasis has been on informa- 
tion and education for the public 
as an effective means of prevent- 
ing the disease. - 

From next year Kuwait's 
secondary school students will 
learn about .AIDS at school. 
Information about the 
will be included in the carriculae 
for the thirdand fourth gradearts 
and science students in lessons on 

immuni ty 

The conference comes in the 
wake of a larger event, the AIDS 
summit of health ministers held 
in London in late January. The 
summit was the first attempt to 
unite the world against AIDS 
and was a resounding success, 
said Dr A1 Owaish, who was a 
member of Kuwait's delegation. 

One hundred and forty-eight 
participating countriesagrceoto 


take urgent action to amtrol the 
spread of AIDS and demanded 
that national programmes res- 
pect 'human rights and human 
dignity, he.said. 

Information and education for 
the people are the most impor- 
.tant- components of national 
AIDS programmes, because 
HIV (tire AIDS virus) transmis- 
sion, can be prevented- through 
informed and responsible 
behaviour, the final declaration 
of the summit said. 

Approach 

- - Kuwait's proposal that 
national programmes should 
adopt a multi-sectorial approach 
was approved at the s ummi t. 
This means that apart from 
health workers, police, teachers, 
social workers, lawyers and the 
media should play an active role . 
in dealing with problems related, 
to the disease. 

■ To make this approach effec- 
tive, Dt Abdul Rahman. AI 
Awadi, the Planning Minister 
and the former Minister of 
Health proposed that high level 
committees should be formed in 





• A farewell dinner in honour of the representative of Sultanul Bohra, Shaikh Ebrahlm 
Rashid, was hosted recently by Shaikh Salfuddln KatabJIwala. Picture shows (from left to 
right): Abdullah Banwan, Abdullah Mugnl, Indian Ambassador N. N. Jha, Pakistan 
Ambassador KhalldSaleem. Shaikh SaHuddln Katabjlwala,ShaHth Ebrahkp Rashly and , 
Abdul : 

_ _ . . _ I- rt*v-n «■- ■ - ■»’! • l.i» •. ■«?-» 3i 1 ' ‘ ? ft- iii. 


measures. 

Al Owaish said that the sum- 
mlt conference called for more 
information to be directed at 
policymakers, health and socaal 
workers, the media, inter- 
national travellers, those at risk 
due to .the nature of their jobs, 
blood donors as well as AIDS 
carriers. 

- 1 Protection 

.This is for their own protection 
and because of the important role 
they play in containing the dis- 
ease. 

The London conference 
appealed to the participants to 
exchange education program- 
mes but some participants sug- 
gested it should be done on 
regional basis in view of the 
marked difference in lifestyles 
and ethical norms among various 
countries. 

Kuwait’s International Con- 
ference on AIDS opens on Mon- 
day at 9 am at the Sheraton' Hotel 
and all sessions will be open for 
the public. 

Razzak meets 

ministry 

officials 

KUWAIT’S Public Health Min- 
ister, Dr Abdul Razzak Al 
Abdul Razzak was introduced 
in a meeting to the ministry’s 
senior officials by the new Plan- 
ning Minister Dr Abdul Rah- 
man Al Awadi. The officials 
included the undersecretary, 
assistant undersecretaries, head 
of departments and directors of 
health areas and ministry depar- 
tments. 

Dr Abdul Razzak praised the 
work done by the former mini- 
ster Dr Awadi and later listened 
to the concerns of the depart- 
ment heads, which included the 
shortage of technical manpower 
in a number of hospitals. Dr 
Abdul Razzak. speaking to the 
group, stressed the importance 
of closely monitoring the use of 
drugs. 

Entrance test 

THE common entrance test for . 
admission to May College will be 
held at the Indian Embassy 
premises on Feb 27 at 8.30 am. 

; Candidates taking this examisa-. 


Kuwait free to 
seek its 
defence needs 

KUWAIT .is free in seeking its 
defence needs without reliance 
on any particular party, Kuwaiti 
Ambassador in Washington, 
Sheikh Sand Nasser Al Sabah 
said m a statement published in a 
Kuwaiti newspaper yesterday. 

The ambassador added that 
Kuwait has been beefing up its 
defence systems through assis- 
tance from ‘‘multiple expertise 
for limited periods. ' 

He categorically denied 
Kuwait bad sought, m any par- 
ticular way, the despatch of 
American forces to the inter- 
national waters in the Arabian 
Gulf, and stressed that it only 
had requested re-registering 
some Kuwaiti tankers under the 
American flag 

Replying to a question on 
current American moves to 
activate peace bid in the Middle 
East, Sheikh Saud said the 
Reagan administration is seek- 
ing to start Arab- Israeli peace 
talks after interim Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank and 
Gaza lasting about one year 
compared to five years proposed 
under the Camp David accords. 

He pointed out that the 
American proposals crystahzed 
in talks which Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak had 
with top American officials in 
Washington this week. 

Alcohol and drug 
control 

society planned 

DR IbrahimMarouf, the Direc- 
tor of Kuwait’s Psychiatric Dis- 
orders Hospital, announced 
plans to establish an Alcohol and 
Drug Control Society in Kuwait 
He added that 27 officials from 
the ministries of Social Affaire 
and Labour, Interior, Public 
Health and Education had 
requested that such a society be 
founded in an effort to control 
alcohol and drug addiction in the 
country. 

In an interview with a Kuwaiti 
daily, Dr Ibrahim said the 
proposed society would provide 
treatment for drug and alcohol' 
addiction anti organise 
educational programmes to 
inform the public of the harmful 
effects of drugs and alcohoL 

The society would also 
provide financial aid to families 
whose sole wage-earner was 
undergoing drug rehabilitation, 
he said, and would contribute to 
regulations controlling drugs 
and alcohol supported by the 
government. 


Furniture: some nice, some hideous 

Modern Home Exhibition 
is worth visiting 


By Keith Wells 

THE Modern Home Exhibition 
at the Mishref Fairground is well 
worth visiting for two reasons. 
The first is to see some really nice 
furniture and household goods, 
the other is to see some stuff that 
is so hideous that one wonders; 
who on earth would ever want to 
buy it, let alone live with it. 

In the first category there are 
some gorgeous wooden trunks- 
with carved lids inlaid with brass 
arabesques, beautifully fitting 
drawers and moulded hinges. 
They are real works of art and 
quite cheap at KD200. There’s a 
Korean stall too that sells lacquer 
ware, jewellery boxes and min- 
iature chests inlaid with mother 
of pearl A small Chinese stall 
sells intricate wickerwork; bask- 
ets, bowls, lampshades and 
lovely big domes of delicately 
woven bamboo that make great 
food covers. 

Some of the furniture is quite 
nice, particularly the children’s 
beds shaped like a Kuwait Air- 
ways jet or a Rolls Royce car. 

Some youngsters fell in love 
with them at first sight and it was 
fun to watch them trying to per- 
suade their parents that a bright 
scarlet Rolls Royce bed was a 
steal at only KD220. 

Unspeakable 

Then there is the other side of 
the exhibition, things that, to my 
own taste, are unspeakable. Such 
as a large mirror, one metre by 
two metres with an old Kuwaiti 
door badly painted on it, the 
brass studs on the door actually 
sticking through the mirror itself. 
Or a mirror that had a sheet of 
glass mounted in front of it with 
flickering lights between the 
mirror and the glass. Or how 
about a huge incense censer, four 
foot tall, with an aquarium 
inside? 

But then the merely garish 
becomes positively lurid and a 
kind of megalomania takes over. 
TTie bedroom is where it strikes, 
bedroom suites for the emperor 
and empress of the universe. 

How can I describe a bed built 
with a headboard of pillars of 
mirror mosaic tile interspersed 
with shrouds and folds of silk 
with a pattern that can only be 
described as tecbnicolour vomit. 
Then scatter the bed with half a 
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A bed with a headboard of pillars of mirror. 


dozen pillows covered in gold 
and silver lame and shaped like 
hearts. Okay, now raise up the 
whole bed on asort qf plinth, a bit 
like Lenin's tomb, ana havers set 
of steps leading up to the bed, all 
covered in the same kind of silk, 
preferably shot through with 
gold' thread so it sparkles and 
spangles. 

Mount several mirrors among 
the fokLerols of the headboard 
and the mirror tile pillars, make a 
matching dressing 1 table with a 
chair like the Galactic emperor’s 
throne and put a price label of 
five thonsand dinars' on the 
whole horrifying mess. Maybe, 
someone will buy it 

Revelation 

Then there was the shower, a 
magnificence of marble about 
the size of an average living 
room, complete with three 
romansque pillars, four metres 
hi gh . The carved and fluted white 
marble pillars trailing green vines 
and framing a shower on the left 
and a huge sunken whiipool bath 
on the right Monstrous vanity, 
giddy delusions of grandeur, 
such a bathroom might have 
been just the ticket for Caesar 
Augustus or someone who ’d just 
been conquering Gaol and 
needed a place to wash up and 
change his armour, but. for - 
SaJwa? . . 


The black and gold end of the. 

furniture market is quite a revela- 
tion to those like me who' have led 
a sheltered life far removed from 
. Lebanese fantasies of Louis 
Quinze gilt bordello Chippen- 
dale. 

Why have a-chair, when you 
can have a throne, why have a 
sofa when you can make a 
statement of unmistakable 
opulence instead? The interior 
designers who create this stuff 
seem to have been fixated by 
Cedi B. De MiHe movies, Fred 
Astaire stage sets, visions ofVer- 
. sallies and opiated dreams of 
science. fiction. fairy palaces. It’s 
gpeat fim, last year they had life 
size, luridly glazed china tigers 
and leopards to set on other side 
of your cathedral organ bed- 
stead, but this year a more res- 
trained mood seems to- have 
taken over and there wasn’t a 
technicolour terracotta peacock 
insight 

The exhibition is on all week 
■ and is guaranteed to provide a 
couple of hours of harmless 
amusement uproarious comedy 
and even a few beautiful objects. 

Like they say, beauty is in the eye 

of the beholder and with rose- 
coloured spectacles and hallucin- 
ations of. grandeur one can 
visualise oneself in the emperor’s 
suite. . 
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• Kuwait’s State Minister for Cabinet Affairs, Hashed Al Hashed, yesterday met the Mufti 
of Tripoli (centre). 


Establishment of Higher 
Education Ministry welcomed 


THE establishing of the Higher 
Education Ministry and the 
appointment of the Education 
Minister, Anwar Al Noun, as the 
acting Higher Education Mini- 
ster, has resulted in various reac- 
tions among the teaching staff 
and students of Kuwait Univer- 
sity. 

A local newspaper interviewed 
a number of teachers and 
students to learn their reactions. 

Mohammed Al Haddad des- 
cribed the action as a brave and 
important one. He said that all 
the teaching staff had been look- 
ing forwarato such a step, and he 
hoped that the minister to be 
appointed would be the right 
man to shoulder the respon- 
sibility and would be dedicated 
to the task. He added that the 
new minister should have suita- 
ble experience in administration, 
particularly of academic institu- 
tions such as the university and 
applied institutes, in addition to 
ability to deal with teaching staff. 
Freedom 

He said higher education 
needed a minister who was proud 
of his experience and at the same 
time respected the experience of 
others, addingthat the new mini- 
ster should preparea cooperative 
atmosphere among the teaching 
staff in place of the tension that 
prevailed at present. 

Dr Al Haddad said the mini- 
ster must realisethat the uni ver- 
ity was part and pared ' of the ; 
: comp^i^s,socialsmK«w and - 
. sronld-beaEfected by It .*i 

He believed it was a basic need 
for the minister to respect the 
university’s independence, 
adding that academic freedom 
must be given with regard to lec- 
tures and scientific research. 

The new minister should bring 
about satisfaction and equality 
among teaching staff, and set up 
the necessary regulations and 
administrative procedures to 
govern the different departments 
of the university and applied ins- 
titutes, he said. 

New law 

A member of the education 
faculty, Dr Mohammed Al 
Musailem, said the government’s 
recent step was the right one, 
adding that the establishing of 
Higher Education Ministry was 
in line with the country's 
educational aspirations. 

He said that educated people 
in this country had been looking 
forward to such a step in view of 
the growing importance of 
higher education which required 
a devoted body to look after it. 


He said the new minister should 
hasten the passing of a new law 
on higher education because the 
current law dated back to 1966 
and was not able to meet the 
'needs of higher education. He 
said the new minister should 
speed up the construction of the 
university's new building, in 
addition to creating new faculties 
or another university. 

Another member of the educa- 
tion faculty. Dr Laila Habib, said 
the establishing of a higher 
education ministry was inevita- 
ble in order to match the scien- 
tific and araHfMnir. progress of 
advanced countries. 

Impressed 

She said the teaching staff was 
impressed by the recent step, 
which embodied the state’s desire 
to encourage academic studies 
and research for the sake of the 
country's progress. 

She said the new ministry 
should undertake the organisa- 
tion of higher education, establi- 
shing pf a new university or 
developing of the existing one 
and the appointing of efficient 
staff. She suggested that the 
Higher Education Ministry 
should also be responsible for the 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research (Kisr), the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advan- 
cement of Sciences (Kfas), Amiri 
Diwan studies and the Gulf 


Education Bureau, while the 
Education Ministry should be- 
responsible for junior gradua- 
tion, applied institutes, educa- 
tion research centre and the 
National Committee for Educa- 
tion, Culture and Science. 

A member of the economics, 
commerce and political science 
faculty. Dr Ghanem Al Najjar, 
said the Higher Education Min- 
istry should introduce several 
activities that served the teachers 
and students. He added that the 
creation of a specialised ministry 
would surmount- the red tape - 
which hampered the progress- of 
educational institutions. 

He pointed out that the nature 
of higher education required 
flexible laws because the 
educational process was one of 
continuous development. 

Saleh Al Nafisi said that the 
idea of establishing a ministry 
devoted to higher education was 
supposed to have been realised 
many years ago, particularly in 
view of the existence of several 
institutions serving higher 
education, such as Kuwait 
. University, and Kisr. 

He added that linking of 
Kuwait University with the 
Education Ministry had resulted 
in ignoring many problems and 
under-estimating the importance 
of the university, and no 
appropriate resolutions were, 
taken as a result 


Curb on spending 
resulted in 
shortage of staff 

THE Director of Kuwait's Jahra 
Health Area Dr Abdul Aziz 
Khalaf said the ministry’s policy 
of curbing spending at hospitals 
and health centres had resulted in 
a shortage of technical personnel 
such as doctors and nurses. 

He said the general medicine 
system would be implemented at 
the Minors Health Centre this 
March and praised Kuwait's 
health services, which he des- 
cribed as comparable to the high- 
est international standards. 

K halaf added that the perfor- 
mance of Kuwaiti doctors was 
excellent and that they had 
proven their ability to fulfill all 
the responsibilities required of 
their profession. 

The number of deaths repor- 
ted in the Intensive Care Unit, he 
explained, were the result of the 
critical nature of the cases. 
Khalaf added that the hospital 
and health centre in Jahra treated 
a total of 129,000 out-patients 
daily. 


Amir’s support 
hailed 

BOARD Chairman of the Inter- 
national Islamic Charitable 
Foundation, Yousef Jassim Al 
Hajji, hailed Lhe continuous sup- 
port extended to the foundation 
by the HH the Amir and HH the 
Crown Prince and Premier. 

The statement came at a meet- 
ing for the foundation's board of 
directors to discuss reports of the 
investment and Da’awa (Islamic 
call) committees within the foun- 
dation's intensive efforts at the 
world level and the visits paid by 
its delegates to Niger, Sudan, 
Somalia and Egypt in pursuit of 
the founation’s charitable 
projects. 


Direct dialling 
urged 

KUWAIT'S Ministry of Com- 
munications has advised the 
public to use direct dialling when 
malting international calls rather 
than operator-assisted calls. He 
explained that with direct diall- 
ing the caller is charged only for 
the number of minutes on the 
line, while operator-assisted calls 
had a three-minute minimum 
charge. 

For example, a one minute 
direct-dial call to the US would 
cost KD1 and a one-minute 
operator-assisted call to the US 
would cost KD3. 


— a WANTED! 

Vacancies are available immediately for the following 
‘Qualified personnel’ 

1 ) Electrical Supervisors — Maintenance 

Qualifications:- 3 years study otter Sec. School with a technical qualification 
from a recognized institute. 1 0 years practical experience in Petrochemical 
industries with previous supervisory experience. 

"■» r 

2) Electricians — Maintenance 

Qualifications:- S. Sc. plus minimum 2 years technical trade training for 
-Maintenance & Repair. 8 years experience in Elect. Maintenance & Repair 
within Oil/Petrochemical Industry. 

Please send Resumes/Bkxjata to the following address including your return mailing 
address or Phone No. 

KEUOG RIANT SERVICES 
P.O.BOX 47102 
64022 Fahaheet Kuwait. 


GET 



FOR LIFE 


Starting at the RAMAD A ALSALAM 
HOTEL Aerobic classes every 
Saturday and Monday. 

Entrance fees K.D. 2/- per hour. 

Sat 5:30 -6:30 pm 

Mom 600 -700 pm 

For more information contact our 

recreation manager Mr. Robert Jones. 

Tel: 4835344 Ext 7861. 

RAMADA AL- SALAM HOTEL 



SECURITY & SAFETY 
SYSTEMS CENTER 
KUWAIT 


PRESENTS 

The latest electronic security 
protection system for financial 
institutions & banks, special 
automatic system to protect and 
control properties against theft and 
intruders, works round the clock. 


For further details please contact us: 


» 

P.030X: 823 

-Mr v .'u* 

TEL: 


7% SAFAT 

su*. 

2544114 

mint 

U PIN 


2S53133 

TMT1TT ■ 

■ 13009 

13009 

TLX: 


■ KUWAIT 


22989 Hatotei 

liWU ' 

1 


Fat 


1 


2962208 












Many campers prefer spring 
vacation in late February 


ALTHOUGH weather condi- 
tions have not exactly been what 
campers expected during the spr- 
ing holidays, some of them 
re main in the hope that weather 
conditions will improve. 


Many campers complained 
iaL movimr un the date for spr- 


thal moving up the date Tor spr- 
ing vacation for government 
schools to January instead of late 
February created a lot of 
problems, most of them related 
to the cold weather and rain. 
Visits to clinics for treatment of 
colds were common. 

Others commented that it was 
loo early and still too cold for 
some of the desert grasses and. 
flowers to sprout, which was 
something they missed. 


Seyassah newspaper intervi- 
ved a number of campers who 


ewed a number of campers who 
were determined to enjoy their 


annual camping and most of 
them agreed that the vacation 
simply came at a bad time. Many 
commented that they preferred 
having the vacation in late 
February when the weather was 
sure to be warmer and the desert 
greener. 

Reconsider 

Campers requested Education 
Ministry officials to reconsider 
scheduling the spring vacation to 
a later date. Some added that 
since their children had returned 
to school, they go to work in the 
mornings, but return to their 
tents in the afternoon. Weekends 
are spent again at the campsite 
with the family and friends, they 
said. 

Those interviewed praised the 
efforts of the government in 
providing security and trash 


collection services for campers. 
They added, however, that there 
were some reckless drivers who 
disturbed campers occasionally 
and there had been some inciden- 
ces of theft reported. 

One camper Abu Faisal said 


that spring vacation was too 
early and thus campers suffered 
from the cold weather. He 
requested that officials extended 
the period for camping to April. 

Most campers are looking for- 
ward to celebrating Kuwait’s 
National Day Feb 25; saying this 
celebration while camping 
r emind ed them of their fathers 
and the quiet life they lived away 
from city noises. They concluded 
that the spring season could not 
adjust to match people’s vaca- 
tions, so they should adjust their 
vacations to match the season. 



ROYALCOURZ 


Amiri audi©nc6S 


■ wiuiyi i 

Crown Prince audiences 

LqbOti " ' Affnirc Mnhnmmed A! Rifat Minisler erf State 


I«^.r llinictor QhAikfl N0SS8T Monammea «i vi 

tor Housing Affairs Nasser Al Roudhan and Mims.er or sore lor 

Hussein. Khalid Youssif AJ Marzouk and Mcyor of Khaitan M NatraAl 
Osaimi. 


Dr Wang Hoi Is served traditional Arabic coffee at the Sharq Public Cafe during his recent 
visit. 


Crown Prince cable 

HHtheCrown Prince and Premier Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah « Sabah 

yesterday sent a cable of congratulations 

Premier David Lange on the occasion of his country s Nalionol Day. 


14,000 students to benefit 
from computer project 


seminaron Joint Arab military 

protecting B m 

public utilities industry likely 


THE director of the computer 
connection to secondary schools 

g roject. Dr Humoud Al 
aadoun, said that the computer 
had been connected to four boys 
schools and four girls schools in 
each of the five educational 


areas. 

He added that about 14,000 
students would benefit from the 
project in the meantime. 

Dr Al Saadoun, who is also an 
instructor at the engineering 
faculty of Kuwait University, 
said the first stage of the project 
aims at letting students familiar- 
ise themselves with the com- 
puter. 

Training 

He said the idea of connecting 
the computer to secondary 
schools was initiated by 
Kuwait's National Computer 
Council. 

He said that the project man- 
agement had decided to provide 
teachers by appointing computer 
graduates of the Science Faculty 
and some science teachers on 
condition they-took a course in 
computers. 

He said that each school had 
been provided with two teachers 



Dr Humoud Al Saadoun 


— one a graduate in computers 
and the other an experienced tea- 
cher with training in the com- 
puter field. 

Dr Al Saadoun said the man- 
agement was engaged in provid- 
ing a series of training courses to 
ensure sufficient teachers to have 
computers at all secondary 
schools. 

He hoped the project would 
cover all general education 
schools, including primary 
schools, within two years. 


A SEMINAR on protecting 
public utilities was held yester- 
day at Ahmadi for intermediate 
school students as part of the 
Model Govemorate Week. 

The speakers were the head of 
the research and study depart- 
ment at the Interior Ministry, 
Colonel Abdul Majid 
Khuraibet, a researcher, Nedal 
Al Foudari, and an official of the 
Public Works Ministry, Jassem 
Al Shaiti. 

They explained ways and 
means of protecting public 
utilities, and told students about 
the role they could play in protec- 
ting these utilities. They also 
spoke about the amounts spent 
by the government on public 
services and projects. 


Leaflet case 
trial begins 


Science museum marks 


16th anniversary 


KUWAIT Science Museum 
celebrated Its 16th anniversary 
yesterday, with a total of 3.2 
million visitors enjoying the 
museum since its establishment 
in 1972. In 1978, 257,785 people 
visited the museum, officials 
said, and the lowest yearly num- 
ber was 89,823 in 1973. 

Students from various 
educational levels have toured 
the museum and tours are 
scheduled in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education. The 
daily average for the number of 
students who visit the museum 
ranges between 2,000 and 2,500. 

In 1954, the museum received 
the first airplane used by Kuwait 


Airways Corporation, which is a 
model Dakota, used to transport 
passengers between Kuwait and 
Basra, Iraq. The airplane is one 
of the displays in the aeronautical 
section oz the museum. 

The museum has recently been 
preparinga hall for the history of 
education in Kuwait, which will 
exhibit pictures, graphs and 
publications marking Kuwait's 
educational progress. 

Kuwait Science Museum is 


open to the public during the 
summer in the mornings with 


summer in the mornings with 
films planned for summer clubs. 
The museum has 3,384 exhibits 
including 234 in the astronomy 
section and two observatories. 





KUWAIT NATIONAL PETROLEUM COMPANY K.5.C, . 


Tenders are invited for the supply of the 
following:- 


TenderHo. Material 


Tender Fee dosing Dots 


7/3586 

7/3729 

7/3665 

7/371® 


Black CX. Pipes 
(J-Beads ft Tabes 


KD. 27- 
KD. 21- 


MghSBfcoa Anodes KD. 21 - 


welding Drapes 


KD. 2/- 


7.3.88 

7.3.88 

21.3.88 
21 .348 


Tender documents can be purchased from the office of 
the HPPC secretary at KNPC Head Office — 1st Floor 
— Room No. 57, as from 6.2.1988. 


THE State Security Court yester- 
day started trial of a Kuwaiti 
national accused of distributing 
leaflets instigating overthrow of 
the present system in the country. 

Sitting under its president, jus- 
tice Mohamed Abdul Hai Al 
Banna, the court session heard 
an indictment list made by the 
state prosecutor against Ismail 
Saved Hassan Saved Al Akber, 
31. 

He is accused of publicly incit- 
ing, through writing in public 
places, overthrow of the Existing 
regime in Kuwait by force and 
illegal means. The prosecution' 
also accused Ismail Akber of dis- 
tributing in several public places 
copies of a leaflet urging citizens 
to reject the present system of 
government, revolt against it and 
to work for its replacement by 
force and by all illegal means. 

According to the indictment 
sheet, the accused also publicly 
defamed, in writing, the Amiri 
personality by distributing a lea- 
flet containing slander against 
the Amir of Kuwait. 

Following a request by the 
prosecution, the court decided to 
meet behind closed doors to 
maintain public order and in 
regard of circumstances of the 
case. 


ABU DHABI, Feb 6, (Kuna): 
Head of the Arab authority for 
militar y manufacturing Ibrahim 
Larabi underlined the possibility 
of establishing a joint Arab 
military industry saying Egyp- 
tian military industry can meet 
the Arab countries’ weapon 
requirements. 

Al Wihda issued here today 
quoted Larabi saying that 
military industry base in Egypt 
has the potential for producing 
aircraft if by a number 

of Arab states. He recalled that 
Egypt has developed the Ain Al 
Saqer (Hawk eye) rocket, adding 
that contacts are currently 
underway to export the rocket to 
a number of Arab states. 

There are two Egyptian plants 
producing such rockets with the 
assistance of the rest of factories, 
Larabi noted. He also welcomed 
caders from the Gulf area who 
wish to come to Egypt for train- 


ing courses in militaxy industryin 
oraer to build a h uman base to 
back Arab military industry. 

The Egyptian official said that 
Egyptian military Industry aims 
at reaching self sufficiency in the 
field of armament and noted that 
his country has attained that goal 
in small weapons, rockets and 
tanks. 


Larabi pointed out that resum- 
ption of Arab-Egyptian relations 
could open the way for more con- 
tacts and make Arab states better 
acquainted with Egyptian 
military production. 

He hailed the outcome of the 
Egyptian military exhibition 
beta Lately in Kuwait, indicating 
that another one is to be held 
shortly in the United Arab 
Emirates and that the forthcom- 
ing stage is to witness more con- 
tacts between Egypt and Arab 
countries. 


Emergency water 
supply plan developed 


SAUD Al Nasser, the Assistant 
Undersecretary for Water 
Affairs at Kuwait’s Ministry of 
Electricity and Water, said the 
ministry had developed an emer- 
gency water supply plan aimed at 
increasing the capacity of fresh 
and brackish water reserves. 

- The plan, which also establi- 
shes an emergency distribution 
system, includes the installation 
of reverse osmosis units for the 
desalination of sea water in 
specified areas, he said, adding 
that the first of these units will be 
opened during National Day 
week this month. 

Commenting ou the reddish 
discolouration of water, Al Nas- 
ser said that the Water Resources 
Development Centre at the min- 
sitry had studied traditional 
methods used to treat the dis- 
colouration. He added that the 
most recent station opened in 


Shuw&ikh last September used 
the latest scientific methods to 
treat water in an attempt to 
remove the reddish colour. The 
■gmie methods will be used in 
Doha and Zoor stations, he said, 
adding that the ministry was also 
studying the possiblity of chang- 
ing water pipes to minimise the 
problem. 


Al Nasser, bommenting on the 
roblem of the seenaee of under- 


problem of the seepage of under- 
ground water into building 
basements in various areas of the 
country, said the ministry had 
requested Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research to study the 
problem, with recommendations 
being made to use new pipes 
which meet the latest technical 
specifications. The study also 
recommended that building con- 
struction indude insulation of 
basements and sewage networks. 


Wakil discusses Afghan 
conflict with Sheikh Sabah 


Search for water 


ABU DHABI, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
The United Stales and the United 
Arab Emirates today signed a 
four-year agreement under 
which American satellites will 
search for water in the UAE, 
embassy officials said. 


AFGHAN Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil, starting a rare 
foreign tour, met the Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister, Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmed yesterday, to discuss 
the conflict in Afghanistan, 
diplomatic sources said. 

The sources said WakSI would 
also visit Libya, Syria and Jordan 
to seek backing for his govern- 


ment's views on a political set- 
tlement of its campaign against 


REQUIRED 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Indian or Filipino national, male or female. 
Experience needed in financial and trading 
correspondence, typing, telex, fax operating. 
Visa transferable. 

Apply to P.O.Box 4743 
Code: 13048 Salat 
Kuwait 


wakil also discussed the Iran- 
Iraq war with Sheikh Sabah, the 
sources said. 

He is the highest-ranking 
Afghan official to visit Kuwait, 
which chairs the 46-member 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC), since the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan in 
1979. 

Kuwait and other Gulf Arab 
states have long supported the 
mujahideen against the Soviet- 
backed government 

The OIC which suspended 
Afghanistan's membership after 
the Soviet intervention, called for 
the withdrawal of Soviet troops 
ata summit in Kuwaitayear ago. 

Moscow has since expressed 
readiness to leave and a United 
Nations mediator, Diego Cor- 
dovez, has been trying to reach a 
political settlement 
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KUWAIT NATIONAL PETROLEUM COMPANY K.S.C. 


Tenders are invited for the supply of the following 
item: 


Tenders are invited for the supply of the following; 


Teodor No. 

1/3049 

1/9700 

1/9736 

1/9744 


Materials Tender Fee doting Date 

H-Beam KD. 21- 1 5.2X8-1 2.00 noon 

Gasket Rex KD. V- 15.2X8-12X0 boob 

Hoc Suffers KD. 2/- 15.2X8-1 2.00 aeon 

Attt-Foam KD. 2/- 15.2X8-12.00 Booe 


Tender Material 
No. 

LMQ3 Beach CWfiwtm 
Kuhrattoflan 
Imprinted on each one. 


Tender testing doting 
Fee Date Date 
2/- 6/2/198822/2/1908 


Tender documents can be purchased from 
the Administrative Services . Dept, at 
K-N.P.C. Head Office from 8.2.1988. 


Tender documents can be purchased from 
the office of the Superintendent 
Administration Services, KNPC Head 
Office as from 6/2/1988 



OBITUARY 



Bom 2.11.1954 
Expired 27.1.1988 

was cosed to his eternal abode on 
27. 1 .88. body w9 be Hawn to 
Mongatara India. Last respects can 
be paid at Sabah Hospital on 
Monday 82.8a between 930 and 
1030 am. 

Friends and relatives kindly tract 
m» as toe only ftiftmalton. For 
further details please contact TeL 
4714283/4712572. 


Vietnamese 


minister visits 
public cafe 


KUWAIT PRESS DIGEST 


THE Vietnamese Health Min- 
siter Dr Wang Hoi and the Direc- 
tor of the world Cooperation 
Administration Nef Weinei 
Wang visited the Sharq Public 
Cafe recently accompanied by 


the deputy director of public 
relations from Kuwait’s Public 
Health Ministry. 

. They were received by the Ass- 
istant Undersecretary of Youth 
Affairs Abdul Rahman Al 
Mazroui and the Director of 
Public Cafes AH Al Sadah. 

Al Mazroui presented the 
Vietnamese Health Minister 
with a commemorative gift after 
having Arabic coffee at the cafe. 


Palestinian children 


present memo 
to Norwegian envoy 

THE Ambassador of Norway to 
Kuwait, Hans Wilhelm Longva, 
yesterday, received a group of 
Palestinian children, who han- 
ded over a memorandum to the 
Norwegian government concer- 
ning the prevailing situation in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

After receiving the memoran- 
dum, Longva said: 'The recent 
developments in(. the Israeli 
occupied territories are a matter 
of serious concern and deep 
regret to the Norwegian govern- 


‘Real revolution’ 

KUWATTl newspaper yesterday continued commenting on the two- 
month-long Palestinian uprising in the occupied itwntartBS. 
Al/taj/UAom described the uprising os a real revolution who 
came out ot the nibble, noting that the situation in the occupwd 
territories is out of control even for the US which is trying to abort The 
resistance, by a veto at the Security Council or by sending an envoy 
1o cool off the demonstrations. 

This revolution Mme out to tell the world that Patestwte' 

will not die by a promise given by Bolfour or c threat by Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the paper noted. 

It said that Palestinians are no longer believers in America s 
lies," Security Council resolutions or Europe's reassurances, 
stressing that whether Israel accepts an international conference 
doss not concern them anymore. 

The dally warned those who watt for UN resolution to end Israeli 
occupation of Arab soil that they will be waiting for a long time. 


Murder trial postponed 


RIYADH, Feb 6. (Reuter): A 
Saudi Arabian court today 
adjourned until February 1 5, the 
trial of an Anglo-Irish couple 
charged with the murder of an 
Irish nurse, a British Embassy 
spokesman said. 


Relatives of both the victim- 
and the accused were in Ta ff ito. 
attend the trial, which had 
already been postponed a nnffl- - 
ber of times. 

Murder carries a possible 
death penalty in Saudi Arabia. - 


“The judge opened the trial 
just long enough to adjourn it till 
next week." he said. 


Motorist killed 


ment. We deeply deplore the loss 
of innocent human lives as a 


of innocent human lives as a 
result of the recent disturbances. 
We call on all parties to show 
moderation id the present situa- 
tion.” 


Englishman Peter Hall and his 
Irish wife Monica are accused of 


killing Helen Feeney, a matron at 
Taif Maternity Hospital who 


Maternity Hospital who 
bund dead in her fiat in 
1986. 


ONE motorist died when bis car - 
collided with another car on 
Sixth Ring Road on Friday. 

There were a total often traffic 
accidents in Kuwait on Fri&W ' 
with four each in Hawa&xu* 
Ahmadi and two in Jahra-5^s 


Ferry ticketprice hike defend 


THE increased! the price of ferry 
tickets to Failaka was a step 
towards rationalising spending 
and reducing the burden on the 
government, the assistant opera- 
tions manager of technical 
affairs at the Kuwait Public 
Transport Company (KPTC), 
Badr Abdul Wahab Al Najar, 
has said. 

He told a local newspaper that 
the hike will not affect Failaka 
residents. 

He said the step was taken 
because of the increase in the 
price of vessels and spare parts. 

He said KPTC was facing 


many problems in transporting 
passengers to and from Failaka. 


with the rules announced by ferry 
captains. They also did not real- 
ise that international regulations 
limited the number of passengers 
on a ferry. 

Some passengers didn't care 
about preserving public 
property, writing on walls and 
destroying seats. 


Cost 

Fishermen sometimes cast 


their nets in ferry routes, and this 
damaged the vessels and endan- 
gered the life of passengers. 

He said the company paid part 


of the cost of transporting the 
passengers, A trip by fast ferry 


cost KD2.IS0 per head, but 
KPTC bore 650 fils and charged 
the passenger KD1 .500 only. He 


said 12,340 round trips were 
made from Ras Al Ard to 
Failaka last year and carried a 
total of 518.852 passengers. 

Al Najar said the company 
had found it necessary to replace 
old vessels with new ones, and 
contracts had been made with 
international companies for two 
new ferry boats and equipment. 

The specifications for the new 
vessels have been altered in the 
light of past experience and 
include entertainment facilities. 
KPTC has also ordered a barge 
for transporting cars and lug- 
gage. 

Discount 

He said the company paid 
great attention to developing 
better services and a research 
team was formed to get the views 
of engineers and passengers. 

The company tries to satisfy its 
passengers and is keen to keep to 
schedules. During Ramadan ves- 
sels arrive at Failaka or Ras Al 
Ard 30 minutes before sunset. 

He said that all captains and 
technical staff are qualified and 
hold certificates to ensure inter- 
national safety standards. 

He said the company offers 
Failaka residents a 50 per cent 
discount for a one-year season 
ticket 

Al Najar said the company 
owns nine ferries. It has one slow 
ferryboat with a capacity of 222 
passengers, three medium speed 
ferries with a capacity of 80 pas- 


sengers. three fast ferries with* 
capacity of 80 passengers, and 
two ferries for 96 passengers and - 
ten cars. 

Regarding facilities during the 
haj season, he said that al least 80 
buses and two ambulance teams 
were rented for haj purposes and 


the company planned to increase 
the number of buses to 100 in the 
future. 

Comply 

The manager of Ras Al Aid 
port, Saleed Al Salim, said that 
the port does not operate in bad 
weather. He urged passengers to 
comply with reservation rules 
and to come at the scheduled 
times. 


leveloping A passenger, Walid Hassan 
l research SUialfan, said that the increase in 


ticket prices did not affect 
Failaka residents because they 
were given a 50 per cent discount, 
bu i the increase affected the price 
of foodstuff which was transpor- 
ted by ferry. 

Another passenger. Saleh Al 
Asfour, said the recent increase 
in the ticket price was acceptable. 
He said the ferries bad modern 
safety and security systems and 
good sendees were provided dur- 
ing the journey. 

A third passenger, Assad 
Jaber, said ticket prices were high 
for those with limited incomes. 
He said his relatives living in 
Kuwait found it hard to wit him 
because the tickets might cost a 
family KD20 per trip. 


• Hurrying doesn’t pay. The owner of this car was in a hurrv tn — 7 

couldn’t In his hurry, he tried to take a short cut over the pavern^ti^^^ destination b*ri 

Shuwalkh area and his car was hit by a passing car ° pavemen * *° the Airport Road In the 
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SRI LANKA'S bestknown film- 
actress Mafini Foaseka .has 
played “almost all the roles that 
anyone ever wanted to” in red- 
life. Not sO in real life, though. 
Malini wanted to be a doctor but 
“drifted into films due to my 
interest in acting.” 

Malini started her career in 
films more than 20 years ago. 
And in as many years, she has 
won 32 awards — - all the top 
awards Sri Lanka offers to its 
performers. Unlike film stars, 
Malini takes success in her stride 
and like so many other things 
she accepts the accolades with 
humility and says: “Well, it just 
happened.” 


demand more* time to “be 
together”. 

“We hardly -spend any time 
together ” they say. When Lucky 
is out, Malini is in. When she is 
out, be is in. “I wish 1 could spend 
more time with my wife.” says 
Lucky, as Malini nods, agreeing 
with her husband of two years. 

They get an opportunity to 
relax only when they go on trips, 
like the one to Kuwait. 

Sri Lahka has a relatively 
smaller film industry, producing 
an average of 30 films per year in 




achievements seem to be a matter 
of a series of accidents. She 
became ah “actress by chance.” . 
She met her husband. Lucky 
Dias, by chance. And now, just 
by chance, she bas gone into 
production and direction. 

She won. critical acd«?m for 
her performance in her own 
production,: Sasara Chetna, an 
action-thriller that became one 
oftbetop hitsin 1981. She has, so 
far, actea in 120 films. 

She happens to be a very 
private person, never giving 
away anything about her per- 
sonal life, jealously guarding the 
private moments of glory with an 
infectious smit e and a twinkle m 
her doe-eyes. - 

Film' stars and glamour are 
synonymous. Not so for Malini 
and Lucky, Glamour — being in 
the public eye — is just another 
part of “our lives.” If they are 
mobbed, they “don't get upset” 
but enjoy, “sharing some 
moments with people who adore 
our work.” 

“We are not extraordinary 
people. We are just normal 


uman beings,” they say in 
nison. If they could they'd 


action, adventure and thrillers. 
“Art films” with a serious theme 

are also made and they deal with 
topical social problems. Though 
the government supports the film 
industry and established the 
National Film Development 
Cooperation, the country is yet 
to get an acting school. 

“All our performers have an 
in-bom talent for acting,” says 
Malini, lamenting the absence of 
an acting school, “like my hus- 
band who has a natural ability to 
perform." 

Lucky is only one film old star- 
ring in Malini’s production, 
AMnsa. now running to full 
houses in Colombo. He started 
his career in advertising and con- 
siders himself to be an “ad man” 
and still runs a business in 
Colombo. “Icaxnefrom nowhere 
and was dumped into the world 
of films,” says Lucky. His heart, 
though, lies in making television, 
a medium he sees as reaching 
“more people in an hour than a 
film does in months.” An 
estimated 4.5 million people 
watch television regularly in Sri 
Lanka, according to Lucky. 

Lucky was last year chosen as 


the most popular actor on TV 
after appearingina 1 5-part serial 
called Yoshorwaya. He has 
recently completed another 
series called Hi mi, Ahimi, 
loosely translated as “Lost and 
Found,” revolving around the 
lives of a brother, a driver, and 
sister, a maid, who returned from 
the Gulf. 

“Their lifestyle changes due to 
the wealth they earn, in the Gulf. 
But they lose perspective of 
values, losing knowledge of 
things that mailer,- thus the title 




The serial, based on a novel by 
Edward Mallavarachi, will be 
shown in Sri Lanka in April this 
year. Lucky has also completed 
work for three other films, which 
will be released shortly. And 
Malini is cunentlyplaxming her 
next venture, a film revolving 
around the problem of women. 

They also plan to organise a 
Sri Lankan film festival in 
Kuwait and the Gulf. 

“Our cinema is good but not 
many people are aware about its 
progress. We-’d like to show some 
of our good films to cultivate 
cultural relations between Sri 
Lanka and the Gulf states,” they 
said. 

In Kuwait, the two stars were 
welcomed by thousands of Sri 
Lankans at a festival, they atten- ; 
ded on Friday, and also 
celebrated Lucky’s birthday 
amid mnch cheering from 
crowds. 

Lucky and Malini, who 
arrived last week, return to 
Colombo tonight after spending 
a “delightful holiday” in Kuwait 
The trip, certainly, was not by 
chance. ' 

FA 



TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 


A moment of sharing: Lucky shares the cake with trite Malini 

They treat me as 
one of the boys’ 


“THEY are treating me as one 
of the boys,” Jeanne Soath- 
wortb. the only female member 
of a British trade mission which 
visited Kuwait last week, told 
us. 

Jeanne admits doing busi- 
ness is tough, particularly for a 
woman. “It can be very londy 
and competitive,” she said. A 
firm believer in women's rights, 
she supports the idea of more 
women managing their own 
businesses. 

“The concept of women in 
business is normally accepted in 
UK. I believe women are doing 
business in this part of the 
world too. I think this is a good 
trend,” she said. 

Making a business trip to the 
Gulf requires businessmen, 
particularly businesswomen, to 
be very open-minded. 

Jeanne came to Kuwait with 
an open mind but “very little 
experience” of the market. She 
was impressed by the response 
from local businessmen. 

“Men in Kuwait accept the 
idea of doing business with a 
woman," she said. Jeanne said 
her main task was to “study the 
potential of the market” before 
establishing business ties. She 
feds the prospects are rather 





Lucky Dias lights the traditional lamp as Malini (centre) and Sri Lankan Ambassador A.CJI. 
Mohammad look on. 


WHAT’S ON 


SOCIAL 

German-Spdaklng 
Cultural Association 

The next coffee morning will 
be held on Sunday, Feb 7, at 10 
am at Kuwait Hilton Hotel's 
Old Failaka room. All Ger- 
man-speaking ladies are wel- 
come. 

Kuwait Natural 
History Group 

The next meeting of the 
group will be held on Feb 9, 
Tuesday, T.30 pm at the Gulf 
English School. Mahmoud Shi- 
hab of the Science M useum will 
give an illustrated talk on "The 
Reptiles of Kuwait.” 

Kuwait Society 
for Handicapped 

An open souk featuring 
everything from silks to 
groceries, silverware to rugs 
and toys, is being hdd at the 
premises of the Kuwait Society 
for the Handicapped, behind 
Andalus Cinema, Cairo St. 
Open daily from 8 am to 12 
noon and 3 to 7 pm, until Feb 
15. 

Photography contest 

Kapilku will . hold a 
, photography contest for 
| Filipinos called “Portrait of 
Filipinos in Kuwait." Entry 
forms are available from all 
Filipino restaurants and the 
Philippines Embassy. Last date 
to enter ibe competition, which 
is open only to members of 
Kapilku. is March I. For fur- 
ther details contact Dick 
Orense- 4877793. 

Music Concert ’88 
' Adeeb, Lynley (vocals), 
Amaar (guitar/vocals). Aasim 
(key board -synthesizer). Mur- 
taaa (bass guitar) and Raza 
(drums) will participate in the 
Music Concert '88, due to be 
held on Feb 19 at A1 Andalus 
Cinema. They will present a 
variety of- songs by Duran 
Duran, Europe, Bonjovi and 
others. Tickets available at Al 
Andalus box office. For details 
contact — 561 8482 or 3983 1 65 
(Adeeb). 

Kuwait Walsh Society 

Annual Sl David's Day din- 
ner at Messilah Beach Hotel on 
Tuesday, March 1. For tickets 
and further details phone 
4874548; 3910875; 3912384. 


Kuwait Cultural Centre 
Ballet lessons for children 
will be held on Sundays and 
Tuesdays from 5 to 6 pm. Tel: 
5624393 for details. 

Kuwait Rondels 
Aiden J. Harvey (British TV 
comedy impressionist) will be 
the special guest at the Kuwait 
Rondels 1988 Gala Annual 
Ball at Messilah Beach Hotel 
on Feb IT, Thursday. Tables 
available for six, 10 or 12 peo- 
ple. Dress formal, lounge suit 
' Tickets — KD 10i For reserva- 
tions ring Paul Richards — 
5337597; Martin Cheetham — 
4745916. 

Flasslk 

Flassik w01 hold a Valentines 
dinner-nulsical at 6.30 pm Feb 
12. Friday, at Al Dira 
Ballr oom, Ramada Al Salam 
Hotel. Free transport will be 

f irovided from the Church 
rom 6 pm. For tickets ring 
2439451, Mabuhay or Lords 
restaurant 
Danish Meetbig 
All Danes are invited to the 
“FasLelavn” party on Feb 12, 1 
pm, at the Gazelle Club. For. 
reservations contact Connie — 
3947693; Karen-Marie — 
3946725. Feb 9 is the last date 
for registration. 

ACT 

Any Texans or adopted Tex- 
ans interested in helping with 
ACTS March 3 Texas Indepen- 
dence Day Party please contact 
572507 1 ; 2528366; 5639204. 

ARTS 

Tareq Rajab Museum 
The museum is open daily 
from 9 am to 12 noon and 4 to 7 
pm, except Friday, when it is 
open only in the mornings. A 
large selection of Islamic 
artefacts from the Arab and 
Muslim world are on show. 
National Museum 
Modern art paintings by 
Kuwaiti artist Ahmed Al Mini- 
ayes are displayed al the 
National Museum; open from ■ 
8 am to 12 noon and 4 to 6 pm. 

theatre 

Kuwait Players 

Tap dancing auditions (men 
and women) will be held at Lhe 
Universal American School at 

7.30 pm on Monday, Feb 8, for 
the play Stepping Out, which 
will be directed by Ken Win- 
ston. 


Final casting takes place at 
the same venue at 3 pm on Feb 
11, Thursday. One more non- 
dancing role for an actress who- 
can play the piano. Those 
interested attend auditions or 
call Ken Winston — 5385075 or 
Glenis, producer, 5730641 . 

CINEMA 

British Council 

The Young Sherlock Holmes 
and the Pyramid' of Fear, a 
Steven Spielberg production, 
will be shown on Feb 13/14 at 
630 pm at the British Council r 
in Mansouriya. Duration: 105 r 
minutes. 

Two children’s films — Five 
Go To Mystery Moor and Five 
Go Off To Camp, based on 
Enid Blyton's Famous Five 
books; will be shown at 6 pm on 
Feb 10 (Wednesday) and at 

10.30 am on Feb 11 (Thurs- 
day). Duration: 71 minutes. ■ 

Admission free but it is adv- - 
isable to make bookings. Tel: 
2515512; 2533204. 

Films and the Law 

Films and the Law is the title 
given to an American film fes- 
tival, which will be held from 
Feb 13 to 17 at the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

The following films will be' 
shown on: Feb 1'3: Mr Smith 
Goes to Washington. Feb 14: 
Modern Times; Feb 15: The 
Autobiography of Miss Jane 
Rttroan; Feb 1 6: AD the King’s 
Men; and Feb 17: The Best 
Man. 

All shows begin at 730 pm 
sharp. Children are not allowed 
inside the auditorium. 

The festival has been organ- 
ised by the American Embassy 
in tandem with KuV/ait Cine 
Club. 

SPORTS 

Ladies 
Sports Club 

Application forms are 
available from the Ras Al Ardh 
Sea club for the proposed 
Ladies Sports Club. The Ras 
Club is open from 9 am to 12 
noon and 5 to 7 pm. Tel: 
5740670. 

Soccer Team 

A group of young Italians are 

organising a European soccer 
team‘d If you are interested 
please contact Carlo on Tel: 
2445120/1/2/3/4, 


Al Andalus 

Al Nimr Wal Unsa (Arabic) 

Starring: Add Imam, Athar 

AJ Hakim 

AlSafaniya 

The Living Daylights 

Starring: Timothy Dalton 

AlHamrm 

Darb Al Hawa {Arabic) 
Starring Madiha Kamel, 
Yusra, Farouk Fishawi 
Drive-In 

Al Nimr Wal Unsa (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel Imam, Athar 
Al Hakim 
AlFirdons 
DilJala (Hindi) 

Starring: Jackie Shroff, 
Farha 

Fahahed Open-Air 
Kali Ghata(Hindi) • 

Al Fahahed 

SanmanasuHavark Samad- 
anam (Malayalam) 
AlJahra 

Hainan Jung (Hindi) 

Granada 

Deewana Tere Naam Ka 
(Hindi) 


Watan (Pushto) 

AlJIeeb 

Hruthubhedam (Malayala- 
m) 

Ahmadi Drive-In 
Wanda Nevada 



Kuwait 

Al Ghansm Pharmacy 
nr Carlton Hotel, Fahd Al 
Salem St 

Al A mat Pharmacy 
Commercial Market, 
Mubarak Al Kabii Sl 

Hawalfi andNngjra 
Al Ikhlas Pharmacy 
Opp. Andalus Cinema, 
Beirut Sl 

Sahniya and Romaidriya 
AJ Randa Pharmacy 
Salem AJ Mubarak SL 

Fahahed and Ahmadi 

Al Fulaij Pharmacy 
Khalifa Fulaij Bldg., Mak- 
kah St. Fheel 

Khnifnw 

AJ Fahd Pharmacy 
New Khaitan suburb 
Jahra 

Al Zahra Pharmacy 
New Souk 

• All entries for the What’s 
On column must be handed 
over personalty to Events 
Section, from 12 noon to 4 
pm, at the Arab Times Office 
in Shuwalkh. Photographs 
will also be considered for 
publication. Phoned-fai en- 
tries will not be accepted. 



Jeanne Southworth: busines- 
swoman 

good. 

Jeanne, who has been in busi- 
ness for several years, feels that 
combining an executive job 
with marriage and home life 
can often prove taxing. “One 
needs complete understanding 
on the part of both partners. Lf 
this is possible, it is just fantas- 
tic,” she said. 

Jeanne, who is the sales man- 
ager of Hilden. a textile firm, is 
training her assistant to handle 
business in Fii^pe and UK. 
She will cover regional markets 
in the Middle East and other 
markets worldwide. 

LK 


M TV! 


2. 15 Holy Quran 

2.30 World News Via 
Satellite 

3.30 IbtalAlMa’laeb: car- 
toons 

4.00 News Summary 

4.05 News Magazine 
D'Aclualite 

4.25 Nuruddin Zanki: 
daily historical 
serial; starring Lai la 
Taher, Ali Hasan. 

5.30 Al ManahaL series 
for children, featur- 
ing Amal Dabbas. 
Tayseer Attiya, 

* Rabe’aShihab. 

6.00 Songs and Music 
■ 7.00 News Summary 

7.05 Soora Min Al Tab- 
biya: documentary 

7.30 Diwaniyat Shuara Al 
Nabt: poetry session 

8.15 Good Evening and 
Local News 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.50 Photographia: daily 

Arabic serial: featur- 
ing Abdullah 
Ghaith, Madiha 
HamdL 

10.50 An Al Safar (About 
Travel): Fawzia 

Abbasi talks about 
planning travel and 
how to make holiday 
plans work. 


Hotel holds 
reception 

A DINNER reception was 
recently hosted for hotel guests 
and members of the Recreation 
Club at the Ramada Al Salam 
Hotel. Trophies and prizes 
were also distributed to the fin- 
alists who participated in the 
tennis tournament, held recen- 
tly. The prizes were presented 
jointly by Ali Sultan of W. J. 
Towells, and Al Salam’s 
Recreation Manager, Bob 
Jones. 



The story of Ford: The Men 
and the Machine continues 
tonight at 10 JO pm. 

11.50 News Summary 
12.55 World News Via 
Satellite 

12.30 Holy Quran/Closed- 
own 

I KTV2 


6.00 Holy Quran 
6.10 Lone Ranger: “The 
Great Balloon 
Race.” The Lone 
Ranger and his Red 
Indian friend par- 
ticipate in an exciting 
race. 

630 Butterfly Island: Gigi 


loses his job and 
Charlie comes to his 
rescue. 

7.00 Understanding 
Islam: a weekly local 
show on Islam. 

730 The Wacky World of 
Sports: a light hear- 
ted look at sporting 
events. 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 Hot Shots: “Absent 

Minded.” Amanda 
Reed (Dorothy 
Parke) and Jason 
West help a private 
eye find the real killer 
of an industrialist. 

9.30 Foley Square: 
“Jack’s Back." Jack, 
a criminal put behind 
bars by Alex, is 
paroled and 
threatens Alex. 

10.00 Q.E.D: “Before Your 
Time." A look at the 
four dimensions; 
space, distance and 
time in the universe. 

10.30 Best-Seller: “Ford 
Part 2. Ford 
appoints a power- 
hungry sailor. Harry 
Bennett, ridiculing 
his only son. His 
relationship with 
Evangeline, his mis- 
tress is also revealed. 

12.00 News Summary/Ma- 
gazine D* Actual ite/ 
Closedown 



555 - FIRST CLASS VALUE 





Government wanting.- smoking isamstfor cause of cancer and diseases of the lun& heart and arteries. 
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EDITORIALS 






TimES 


Thought for today 


CONSTANT togetherness Is fine — but only for 
Siamese twins — Victoria Billings, US journalist-writer 
(1945—). 


OPINION 

Let us pray for the 
success of uprising 

LET’S only pray that the youths of Palestine are success- 
ful. We should only pray and assist them, leaving those 
from outside of Palestine to try and prove they were 
behind tbe revolution. 

We must understand that this is a revolution from 
inside and that any fighting from outside will return 
things to the way they were many years ago when the 
Palestinian action outside of Palestine created about 60 
organisations. 

The cost of the fighting among these organisations 
could have had an impact on Israel if it had been spent on 
a true revolution like the one we see now from inside, the 
aim of which is to liberate the occupied territories and end 
the occupation. 

This revolution does not aim at achieving false prestige 
or cashing in on the name of Palestine and the refugee 
camps. These funds were even spent on forming organ- 
isations to kill and collect more funds, at a time when 
Palestinians were waiting under occupation; waiting, but 
receiving nothing except false statements and theories 
from these organisations' leaders. 

The number of these organisations at one time totalled 
over 50, with each one accusing the other of being a 
traitor..One says Abu Saleh is a traitor, another accuses 
Abu Faleh of being a traitor and an agent for colonialism 
and Zionism for the East and the West. A third organisa- 
tion claims that all others are traitors and it is the only one 
dedicated to liberating Palestine, even though it is based 
in Paris, or London, or perhaps Australia. They have 
been fighting to see who would be the first to enjoy the 
fruits of liberation. 

Today, the home grownPalestine revolution, enters its 
third month, and up to now they have not announced 
their real leadership. They have only raised the banners of 
“Allah is Great” and “Victory or death,” besides the 
Palestinian flag, which has been unseen in Palestine for40 
years. 

The Palestinian revolutionaries are undoubtedly dis- 
turbed by the struggle of regimes which have taken place 
and about who should represent the revolution. They are 
disturbed by the attempts being made to claim respon- 
sibility for this revolution by some of the groups. 

All these factors are unimportant now. What is really 
important is that the revolution continues, that it should 
overthrow the enemy and liberate the lands. Now, we 
want theiands — other issues can be decided later. We 
want the lands and not its leadership. We just want to 
enjoy the fragrance of Palestine and do not want to hear 
the beat of drums for a leadership based 10,000 miles 
from Palestine. 

Ahmed A1 Jarailah 


Bonn-Paris ties 
rooted in realism 


By William Echikson 

PARIS: When Francoise Elk- 
ouby was growing up in the bor- 
der town of Strasbourg, she was 
ashamed because her parents 
spoke the local German dialect at 
home. Today, she worries 
because her children don't speak 
German. 

“Before it was natural to dis- 
like the Germans. Now, I can’t 
image what we would do without 
them,” explains Mrs Elkouby, a 
Strasbourg town official. "The 
Germans do their shopping here, 
they employ thousands of 
French. We even treat their gar- 
bage." 

French ties to West Germany 
are rooted in the realism that 
their prosperity and peace 
depend on maintaining good 
relations. West Germany is 
France's largest trading partner, 
and West German security is 
cruciaJ to France's security. 

But a danger lurks in this close 
identification. The French often 
are quicker than are other West 
Europeans to worry about West 
Germany. Their worries centre 
on one word: neutralism. 

Will West Germany, tempted 
by some offer or reunification 
with East Germany, break lose 
from its Western anchor? A 
neutral, reunited Germany 
would threaten France, both 
because of its enormous econ- 
omic weight and because of its 
potential military power. 

French fears of German 
neutralism come and go. The 
fears now are high. French 
officials argue that Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev wants to 
split the West Germany with dis- 
armament agreements and the 
promise of closer relations with 
East Germany. 

"The German question isn't 
something we take as armchair 
theorising," notes one French 
diplomat. "There is a strong 
public opinion within Germany 
favourable to reunification and 
neutralism." 

Resemblance 

Just as West Germany’s 
national aspirations conflict 
with French interests, German 
economic needs also are dif- 
ferent. Last year, the French 
pleaded with the Germans to 
hold down their interest rates 


and reflate their economy. 
Unless West Germany helps out, 
the French cannot stimulate 
their own economy without 
sucking in a flood of German 
importsandcreatinga balance of 
trade problem. 

"Germany resembles Japan in 
many ways, with its strong 
export sector, its strong savings, 
and its limited domestic needs 
because of a declining popula- 
tion.” notes Georges Valance, an 
economic analyst at the news- 
weekly Le Point. “France, by 
contrast, looks more like the 
United Slates, with its depen- 
dence oh agricultural and arms 
exports, its Tow savings rate, and 
its balance of trade problems." 

These differences make for 
inevitable friction, but some 
French analysts say the tensions 
are those of growing intimacy, 
not breakdown. 

Polls show the French prefer 
IheGermans to any of their other 
neighbours — including the Brit- 
ish. When the newspaper Le 
Monde asked Frenchmen what 
qualities best describe West Ger- 
many, more than three-fourths 
responded “democratic” and 
"toleraoL” Only two per cent 
described West Germany as 
"anti-democratic.” 

The Germans are looked upon 
as a standard by which the 
French judge their own perfor- 
mance. Tbe Le Monde poll 
showed that while the French 
perceive the British as economic 
failures, they associate the Ger- 
mans with things they admire: 
hard-work, competitiveness, 
creativity. 

Pushing 

“The British are insular ... 
They criticise us all the time,” 
says one French diplomat. 
“With the Germans we get tbe 
feeling that we both are 
European, that we can work out 
our problems.” 

Worried though they are by 
some West German policies, the 
French refuse to turn away from 
their ally. Instead, they are push- 
ing for increased cooperation. 

On the economic front, 
French Finance Minister 
Edouard Ball ad ur doesn’t want 
to pull France out of the 
European Monetary System 
which ties the franc to the mark. 
Tbe Christian Science Monitor. 


Iran stalls on new offensive 


War a guessing game 


By Ed Blanche 


BAGHDAD. (API: Iran's 

hesitation in launching a long- 
anticipated Gulf war offensive is 
keeping the Iraqis guessing and 
fuelling speculation that Tehran 
is stalling while it makes 
diplomatic moves to split Bagh- 
dad's Arab supporters. 

The absence of a major offen- 
sive has also heightened the belief 
that, despite reports Iran has 
massed up to 250,000 men on the 
southern front, Tehran is having 
difficulties mobilising. 

Western military analysts. 
Iranian dissidents and diplomats 
estimate that Tehran has mobil- 
ised only 100.000 fighters since 
November. 

They believe this means it is 
unlikely Iran will launch a major' 
thrust against the battered port 
city of Basra, where the Iraqis 
have been reinforcing their 
defences since a major Iranian 
offensive a year ago that involved 
more than 250,000 men. 

A recent Iranian thrust into the 
northern Kurdistan mountains is 
widely seen as a diversionary 
morale-boosting move while 
Tehran seeks a ceasefire in the so- 
called “tanker war” in the Gulf. 

Iraq air strikes on Iranian oil 
facilities and tankers off Iran 
apparently are seriously biting 
into Iran’s oil exports, its main 
source of revenue. 

Syria. Iran's main Arab ally, is 
trying to mediate between 
Tehran and the GCC. But Iraq, 
Syria's longtime rival, has made 
it clear it does not want to see 
Damascus making political 
capital with the Gulf states while 


notachievingan overall Gulf war 
settlement. 

The Iraqis have tried to keep 
the pot boiling by attacking Iran- 
ian tankers, forcing Iran into 
retaliating against neutral Gulf 
shipping. 

But it is on land that the Iran- 
ians have a 3-1 advantage in man- 
power. Most analysts believe 
they have to exploit this advan- 
tage if they want to make major 
military impact. 

Analysts see Iran's failure to 
launch an offensive, as it has 
done every winter since 1 984, as a 
sign that Tehran is having 
problems recruiting sufficient 
troops. 

.. Factors 

There . are ■ other . factors 
apparently inhibiting Tehran: 

• Parliamentary elections are 
scheduled for April 8. 

“After the failure to take Basra 
last year, no one wants another 
defeat on their hands right now,” 
one analyst noted. Thai could 
mean no significant military 
move until late spring, well into 
the winter campaign season 
when bad weather neutralises 
Iraq's air and tank superiority. 

• Reports that Ayatollah 
Khomeini, 87, is ailing. Analysts 
believe this is causing decision- 
making problems in Tehran. 

• Concern that the United 
Nations Security Council will 
impose an arms embargo on Iran 
for its failure to comply with a 
July 20 ceasefire resolution. 

The Iranians say an embargo 
will not affect them, claiming 
they produce much of their own 
weaponry now. 

But some analysts believe that 
an embargo, even if only partially 


effective, could have serious con- 
sequences for Iran. By acting res- 
trained, Tehran may be trying to 
avoid an embargo resolution. 

While most analysts rule out a 
single,alI-out offensive, they 
believe Iran will have to keep up 
the military pressure with 
smaller, tactical thrusts. 

One likely target is Al Am arah, 
halfway between Baghdad and 
Basra. It lies on the fringe of the 
Howeizah marshes, which form a 
protective barrier north "FBasra. 

The Shatt Al Arab, the 219- 
kilometre (137-mile) waterway 
that runs through Basra, has also 
been swollen by heavy winter 
r ains and is reported higher than 
it has been for30-jteare.. 1. ... I _ 
Defence 


tbe Iraqis have massed an 
estimated 50 per cent of their 
million-strong Army in the 
south. The area around Basra 
bristles with tanks, missile laun- 
chers, heavy artillery and 

PresideiiMLtSam Hussein 
dismissed Chief of Staff Gen. 
Jawad Thanoun following last 
year's fighting, when the Iranians 
battled into Basra’s outskirts 
before being beaten back, and 
replaced him with Gen. Nizam 
Abdul Karim Al Khazrajy. 

Tbe Iraqis have built a grid of 
interlocking military roads on 
raised earthen embankments in 
the southern region to improve 
mobility in moving troops to 
threatened sectors. 

They have also extended a for- 
midable 90- kilometre (55-mile) 
line of fortifications running 
north from Basra by another 30 
kilometres (19 miles) 


Little evidence 
of glasnost in 
East Bloc states 


By Colin McIntyre 


VIENNA, (Reuter): For 200 
young East German peace activ- 
ists arrested last month for trying 
to latch on to an official parade, 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chev's call for “glasnost”, or 
> openness, has a hollow ring. 

' In Czechoslovakia, while the 
communist leadership ten- 
tatively embraces glasnost and 
its twin reform “perestroika" 
(restructuring), the Charter 77 
human rights activists continue 
to be hounded by police. 

In Poland, regarded as one of 
East Europe's more open 
societies, a peaceful demonstra- 
tion earlier this month in protest 
against alleged human rights 
abuses in Romania was snuffed 
out by security forces in less than 
a minute. 

In Romania itself, there is little 
sign of liberalisation in the 
autocratic system run by 
President Nicolae Ceausescu. 
Workers who rioted over food 
shortages last November were 
quickly rounded up and the rin- 
gleaders jailed. 

Rejected 

Ceausescu has openly dismis- 
sed the need for glasnost and 
perestroika, arguing that 
Romania introduced similar 
reforms two decades ago and 
needed merely to perfect these. 

Yet there are also signs that 
Moscow’s call for a more open 
dialogue between different 
strands of opinion in society is at 
least gaining a foothold in some 
ofits allies. 

In Hungary, which has what is 
generally regarded as East 
Europe's most liberal and open 
regime, there are indications 
that the once all-embracing 
Communist Party is prepared to 
allow a greater role to elected 
members in government and 
Parliament. 

■ Even in Czechoslovakia, 
where a nervous leadership has 
run a tight regime after crushing 
the ! 968 “Prague spring” reform 
of Alexander Dubcek, the 
security forces allowed a 
peaceful demonstration on inter- 
national human rights day to go 
ahead after it had been officially 
banned. 

The differing and often con- 
| tradictory responses to G orba- 
chevZsi ' appea 1 suggest., to 


■ ^diplomats that a struggle isgoing 
To counter any Iranian push, 3 biHn ; the- region -between- refor- 


mers. who see an opening up of 
the secretive communist system 
as essential for improved econ- 
omic performance, and con- 
servatives who fear it will open a 
Pandora* s box of dissent. 

Western diplomats believe 
Moscow is not forcing its allies to 
rush into reforms, but is 
prepared to let them go at their 
own pace provided their econ- 
omies deliver the goods they have 
pledged under joint agreements. 

Soviet reformers appear to 
have their own problems at 
home, where each step forward 
seems to be matched by a step 
back. 

On the one hand, about 200 
political prisoners have been par- 
doned since last year and emigra- 
tion, mainly Jewish, has 
increased eight-fold in the past 12 
months. 

On the other, many unknown 
people are still detained in jail or 


refused exit visas, little has been 
done to free dissidents from psy- 
chiatric clinics, and religious 
education outside the famil> is 
still a crime. . 

An international human nghis 
delegation was allowed to visit 
Moscow last week to meet So v iel 
officials, dissidents and unof- 
ficial groups. A few hours utter 
most delegates had left the coun- 
try, police broke up a meeting 
between two of them and dis- 
sidents. 

In East Germany, which has 
been openly reluctant to head 
down Gorbachev’s reformist 
path, the authorities have 
cracked down on a small but 
active peace and human righis 
movement sheltering under the 
umbrella of the Protestant 
church. 

Many of the 200 demon- 
strators detained last month 
were seeking emigration, and 
around 60 were shipped to the 
West. Some other detainees, 
however, were apparently deter- 
mined to stay and continue their 
fight for reforms. 

Diplomats in East Berlin saw 
the authorities' action as an 
attempt to stamp out growing 
demands for reforms. Some 
believed it may have back-fired 
on the authorities by sparking a 
growing number of well-atten- 
ded church meetings. 

Illegal 

In Poland, police earlier this 
week dispersed a demonstration 
outside the Romanian Embassy 
and detained at least 50 people, 
though they were later released. 

According to opposition sour- 
ces. there are 21 political prison- 
ers in Polish jails. The govern- 
ment denies there are any. saying 
all were found guilty of criminal 
offences. 

Solidarity, the independent 
trade union that grew out of 
worker protests in I9S0. is still 
illegal. 

But at the same time, in con- 
trast to most other communist 
countries, there are two sig- 
nificant opposition parties 
whose members are occasionally 
harassed by the authorities but 
whose activities, while regarded 
as illegal, are tolerated. 

The Polish authorities also 
broke new ground in liberalisa- 
tion when they announced last 
month they would introduce an 
alternative to military service for 
conscientious objectors, includ- 
ing pacifists and members of 
religious sects. 

Jailed 

Even in Hungary, with its 
relatively liberal system, those 
refusing military service are put 
in jail for up to three years. 

Diplomats in Czechoslovakia 
have noticed no major changes in 
official attitudes, though dis- 
sidents are no longer routinely 
sentenced to long prison terms. 

Only last month police broke 
up a meeting of Charter 77 activ- 
ists after rounding up at least 10 
leading mem bens in an effort to 
block the meeting in a Prague 
restaurant. 

Charter member Vaclav 
Benda said recently: "The situa- 
tion is bad, but the people are 
getting more optimistic. They see 
the Charter existing for II years, 
and are starting to realise that a 
courageous stand produces 
results." 


Sri Lankan President faces continued violence 

Jayewardene’s last year in power 


By Dalton de Silva 


COLOMBO, (Reuter): Veteran 
Sri Lankan President Junius Jay- 
ewardene began his last year in 
office on Thursday facing con- 
tinuing ethnic violence and 
accusations he has helped under- 
mine the country’s sovereignly. 

The Indian Ocsan island of 16 
million people marks the 40th 
anniversary of its independence 
on the same day, but tbe celebra- 
tions take place under the 
shadow of a Tamil rebellion in 
the north and an insurgency by 
Sinhalese hardliners in the south. 

As the island prepares Tor the 
anniversary, more than 50,000 
Indian troops are in the north 
and east trying to enforce a peace 
pact. In the south, 23,000 Sri 


Lankan security men are on duty 
to prevent a repetition of 
violent protests against the 
accord. 

Troops 

The controversial agreement, 
signed by Jayewardene and 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi last July, is aimed at end- 
ing a Tamil separatist war which 
has killed more than 8,000 people 
in the past five years. Indian 
troops were deployed here under 
thepacL 

“Even though Sri Lanka as a 
nation has not entirely been 
subjugated, our independence 
ana sovereign status have been 
seriously undermined by the 
presence of foreign occupying 
forces," said Anura Bandaran- 
aike, leader of the parliamentary 
opposition. 


Mothers rally for peace 


COLOMBO, (AP): About 300 
Tamil women yesterday demon- 
strated for ceasefire in war-torn 
Sri Lanka, residents of the eas- 
tern port of Batticaloasaid. 

A rally in the port town, 230 
kilometres (140 miles) northeast 
of Colombo, was sponsored by 
the Battkaloa Mothers' Front 
Several members of the group 
also began a “relay” hunger 
strike, in which they were taking 
turns fasting to enforce their 
demand. 

The groups had said Friday it 
anticipated a turnout of about 
5,000 women. But one Tamil 
who insisted on anonymity, said 
attendance yesterday was down 


because of reports of heavy troop 
movements by Indian forces in 
the area. 

India was reported Friday to 
be moving as many as 15,000 
soldiers into the Batticaloa area 
amid rumours it may soon 
launch a major offensive against 
Tamil militants. 

India has an estimated 45,000 
troops in Sri Lanka to enforce a 
July peace accord aimed at end- • 
ing the Tamil rebels’ more than 
four-year-old guerrilla war for 
an independent homeland in the 
north and east of the island. The 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, the largest rebel militia, 
basso far rejected tbe pact. 


"A sad state of affairs on the 
40th anniversary of our indepen- 
dence,” added Bandaranaike, a 
senior member of the island's 
main opposition group, the 
Freedom Party. 

The accord led to assassina- 
tion attempts on Jayewardene 
and Rajiv and is the main 
political issue in the strife-torn 
island as i t prepares for a series of 
elections over the next 18 mon- 
ths. 

Jayewardene said provincial 
council elections might be held 
across the island in April, a 
presidential poll is due at tire end 
of this year and parliamentary _ 
elections by mid-1989. 

He said last Sunday that tbe 
unprecedented ethnic violence 
over the past five years would be 
ended soon by the security for- 
ces, making it possible to hold 
elections. 

The main rebel group, the 
Tigers, has rejected the pact and 
is pressing ahead with an armed 
campaign to set up a separate 
state for Tamils, who form 13 per 
cent of the people. 

Sinhalese hardliners have 
charged that the accord has 
eroded tbe island's sovereignty 
and independence and reduced it 
to a vassal state of India. 

The government has accused 
an outlawed Sinhalese Marxist 
group, opposed to the pact, of 
killing the ruling United 
National Party (UNP) chairman 
and dozens of government sup- 
porters. 

The agreement is supported by 
some small leftist parties and 


moderate Tamil groups. 

Yogendra Duraiswamy, 
president of the Council of Tamil 
Hindu Organisations, said: “The 
accord provides an opportunity 
for an honourable settlement, 
provided all aspects of it are 
implemented in good faith by all 
parties concerned.” 

Eighty-one-year-old Jayewar- 
dene came to power in 1977 as Sri 
Lanka's prime minister after 
leading the UNP to an overwhel- 
ming victory at a general elec- 
tion. 

Jayewardene, supported by a 
five-sixths majority in 
Parliament, imposed drastic 
changes in the island's adminis- 
trative and economic policies. 

He dismantled import and 
exchange controls enforced by 
the previous regime and 
introduced an open-door econ- 
omic policy. 

Jayewaidene also changed the 
Westminster type parliamentary 
system of government to an 
executive presidency on the lines 
of the French and American pat- 
terns. 

He assumed tbe presidency 
himself in 1978 and was redected 
for a further term of six years at a 
presfdentiaJ£o]iin 1982. 

He wasentidsed for extending 
the term of Parliament for a fur- 
ther six years by resorting to a 
referendum in 1982 without hol- 
ding a general election. 

Jayewardene, in politics for 48 
yean and regarded as South 
Asa’s elder statesman, has to 
stepdown from power on Feb 3, 



Maverick 
Proxmire 
calling 
it a day 


By Robert Green 


Jayewardene: turmoil 


WASHINGTON. fRcuicr): 
After 31 years us a Senate 
maverick and budget watchdog. 
William Proxmire is leaving 
Concrcss with records few sen- 
ators will ever match. 

The 72-year-old Wisconsin 
Democrat has cast nearly 10.000 
consecutive v otes. addressed the 
Senate excrv day it has been in 
session for 21 years, shaken over 
ihree million hands in his home 
stale, and been elected six times 
while spending virtually no 
money on his campaigns. 

He "is perhaps best known for 
his monthly Golden Fleece 
Awards for wasteful government 
spend in e which he started in 
1975. 

Award recipients range from 
billion dollar weapons that do 
not work to government 
studies on why people fall in love 
or eet angry on the tennis court. 

•■We find" that iwo-thirdsof the 
proarammes we cite are cither 
completely discontinued or shar- 
p|v cut back, so wc'vc saved a lot 
of money." Proxmire said. 

" Preference 

He would almost certainly 
have been re-elected for another 
six-year term next November but 
said he preferred to retire while 
he was still an effective law- 
maker. 

"Better to leave too soon, than 
to stay too long." he said when be 
announced his retirement plans. 

He stands out from other sen- 
ators in many ways including bis 
practice of running right km(five 
miles) from his home to die 
Capitol everyday, his weU-pttb&- 
eised hair transplant a few yean 
ago and his refusal to take cam- 
paign contributions. 

"I think I'll miss the Senate 
very much." Proxmire said in a 
recent interview. “I love the Sen- 
ate. It's the best job in the world. I 
like just about everything about 
i l . There is al w ay s something new 
and different and challenging." 

Former Senator Gay lord Nri- 
son. his colleague from Wiscon- 
sin for 18 years, said: “His total 
interest was simply the Senate 
and politics." 

“He was the best vote-getter 
Wisconsin ever had. He cam- 
paigned 365 days a year — 366 
days in a leap year.'* ' . 

Proxmire conceded jfigt :hc 
often went against Democratic 
Party leaders and positions 

" I've tried to do what I think is 
right regardless of whether it’s 
the party line position or not," be 
said. 

Challenge 

Proxmire challenged Senate 
majority leader Lyndon Johnson 
in 1959, saying he was too dic- 
tatorial. Many thought Prox- 
mire's career would be des- 
troyed. but Johnson left to 
become vice-president in 1961 
and Proxmire became chairman 
of the Senate banking committee 
and joint economic committee. ■ 

Beginning in 1967, Proxmire 
gave a daily Senate speech urging 
ratification of the United 
Nations' treaty barring gen- 
ocide. It was finally approved in 
1986. 

He has continued his daily 
speeches and now emphasises the 
need for arms control and his 
concern about the US economy. 

He estimates he has shaken the 
hands of 100,000 Wisconsin 
voters a year during his nine 
stale-wide races over 35 years. 
He had three unsuccessful tries 
for governor in the early 1950s, 
before he was elected to the Sen- 
ate. 

Publicity 

Proxmire is also a genius at 
getting publicity and has proba- 
bly issued more press releases 
than any other senator. He tar- 
gets them for weekends and 
holidays when news is slow and 
he is more likely to get attention-; 
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A unique manifestation of Soviet counterculture 


survive in Moscow 


By Linda- FeMmann 

MOSCOW: it’s three in the 
afternoon. I ring the doorbell 
several times, long and loud. 
After several minutes, a; still- 
half-asleep girl, hair askew, 
opens the door. 

:**Hold on a minuteflet us get 
dressed,” she says. “Solmi 
works nights, you know.” 
Sokoi — a sobriquet taken 
from two notes of the musical 
scale — is one of Moscow’s 
better-known hippies, or in his 
own words, “something of an 
artist, partly a poet, and an 
entirely tiny bit musician.” 

The walls of his grimy one- 
room apartment are covered 
floor to ceiling with his work — 
colourful Peter Max-esq ue can- 


vases and collages depicting 
scenes from other worlds. 
Works In progress are strewn 
about the floor. Most amusing 
is a collage made from the sin- 
ged pages of his internal pass- 
port, a document all Soviet 
citizens over 16 years old must 
carry. This creation isn’t a 
political statement, Solmi ins- 
ists. 

“I live in Terra Concordia, 
the land of harmony — that’s 
my country,” he declares. 
“Everything you see is my 
country. It's here and it’s there, 
in the astral I live there. I’m 
president of Terra Concordia, 
therefore I don't need a Soviet 
passport. Well, of course, I 
need it as long as I am here — 
you have to resign yourself to 
conditions.” 


By ah appearances, this isn't 
the hallucmation of a drug 
addict. (“I tried all sorts of 
’euphoria,’ then I got a warning 
from Above. ....} In fact, aside 
from the long hair, the beaded 
“love forever” bracelet (de 
rigueur for hippies), and the 
peace symbol plastered on one 
lens of his sunglasses, the 23- 
year-old SohnT doesn't look 
much different from any other 
Soviet youth. Nor do his apart- 
ment mates — Oleg and girl- 
friend Pelican, the waiflike 
creature who answered the 
door.” 

But they are all part of “the 
System,” the movement of 
Soviet hippies (in - Russian, 
pronounced HEE-pee) That 
began 20 years ago in the name 


“Red Pants” lhejally made his 
name by hanging a giant pair of 
red Levi Strauss jeans from the 
“Moscow sign on one of the 
main arteries into the city. An 
accompanying warning, “Fil- 
ming in progress! Administra- 
tion of Mosfum,” left the pants 
undisturbed for a full month. 

Asked to explain the hippie 
philosophy, Solmi strikes an 
authoritative pose on his paint- 
box-tuxned-stool .and holds 
forth: 

“To struggle for peace. It is 
this kind of struggle: If you 
don’t want war, there won't be 
war, as John Lennon said.” 

Concretely, that means 
refusing military service, which 







SoimL, one of Moscow’s better 
meot with his arts work behind 1 


ies, sits hi fas apart- 


ornower power. 

]t is a small movement — - by 
reported KGB (secret police) 
estimates, 70,000 people 
nationwide — and one hardly 
associated with the kind of. 
mass concerts and antiwar 
protests that epitomised 
American hipptedom. The wat- 
chwords are familiar peace, 
-love, and freedom — in the 
Soviet context, freedom of : 
expression and the freedom to 
live and travel where one 
.chooses. Hitchhiking is the 
preferred mode of transporta- 
tion. Hanging out is a favourite 
-pastime. 

Though Solmi insists that 
hippiness isn’t even a 
movement — “it's a condition 
of the soul” — the system main- 
tains a distinct identity in the 
small but visible world of the 
Soviet counterculture. At any 
rock concert, hippies are sure to 
turn up. They frequently gather 
in apartments for their own, 
unofficial concerts and art 
exhibits. Hippie poetry, which 
Solmi is collecting for an 
almanac actively circulates in 
the hippie underground net- 
work. Richard - Bach's 
“Illusions” and Jack Kerouac's 
“On the Road” are must read- 
ing. 

Hippie calling cards crop up 
arouna Moscow from time to - 
time — the words “Street of 
Love,” for example, painted 
over an official street sign. In 
the late ’60s, a hippie called 


table in their military 
documents. This represents a 
compromise between hippies 
and the government: Hippies 
agree to be labelled crazy and 
the Army avoids the annoyance 
in dealing with dissenters. Fur- 
ther, the government can dis- 
miss hippies as abnormal, and, 
if it wishes, put them away in 
mental hospitals. Some hippies 
have reportedly met that fate. 

“If an initiative (for peace) is 
allowed, it is tied into the Kom- 
somol (the Soviet Youth 
League). I am bitter, because in 
fact I love my homeland very 
much,” Solmi says. “Now 
perestroika has begun, and I 
want to believe that it won’t 
drown in blood, that it will con- 
tinue, and after a while we will 
feel democracy, that it will be 
possible to solve many 
problems, including the truth 
of freedom.” 

In fact, Moscow’s hippies 
have benefitted from the easing 
of cultural restrictions under 
perestroika, Mikhail Gorba- 
chev's effort to restructure the 
Soviet system. In July, the 
relaxed government attitude 
toward art paved the way for 
the first official hippie art 
exhibit. A second exhibit is in 
the works, though complica- 
tions threaten it. In August, the 
government sanctioned for the 
first time a conference of unof- 
ficial groups, the System 
included. 

Still, official suspicion 



A gronp of Moscow hippies hanging out in a bathroom at the city’s Manege exhibition ball. 


remains. As with any Soviets 
who live outside the system, 
hippies area thorn in the gover- 
nment's side, a phenomenon to 
be kept in check or at least out 
ofsigjiL Militiamen reportedly 
continue to detain and beat hip- 
pies. 

One of the biggest hippie- 
police dashes of recent times 
took place on Sept 6, 1986. 
Word had spread that Soviet 
television was going to film the 
hippies Hanging out on Arbat 
Street. Hippie artists decided to 
exhibit their works to show, 
Solmi says, “that we're not 
mongrels, drug addicts, and 
prostitutes.” Hippies turned 
out in force, 700 of them, with 
flowers, balloons, children. 
The paddy wagons were wait- 
ing, and when all was done, 300 
hippies had been rounded up, 
many questioned and beaten. 
The art was confiscated, to be 
retrieved later with great effort. 


Offidal unhappiness with 
hippies is backed by a sizable, 
and growing, conservative 
strain that resents their unorth- 
odoxy. Young conservative 
toughs have flexed Lheir mus- 
cles on hippies and other fringe 
groups. Hippies also engender 
resentment in more sympath- 
etic circles. At small informal 
concerts, where performers 


meet their expenses by passing 
the hat. whispers of “beggar” 
can be heard when hippies ha ve 
no money to offer. 

As with other social phen- 
omena, glasnosl (openness) has 
brought the first press coverage 
of Lhe System — most or it a 
“dirty lampoon,'* Solmi says.. 
The only major reportage to 
dale appeared in September in 
the Moscow Komsomol paper 
under the headline “Barren 
flowers: imitation hippies — 
there aren't that many, but they 
exist.” 

Parasite 

“Can the System be legal- 
ised? I don’t think so,” the 
writer commented. “The hip- 
pies are a movement whose 
world view differs from ours, 
whose essence is antisocial and 
regressive." 

The writer treated Solmi 
with relative kindness, describ- 
ing him as not a bad son who 
fell into the wrong crowd. 
Other hippies are just parasites 
who produce nothing — artis- 
tic or otherwise — for the social 
good. 

Legally, Solmi is also a 
“parasite." the term for 
someone who doesn't hold an 
official job. When Solmi left for 
Pskov three years ago to start a 
commune, he lost his Moscow 
residency and therefore the 


right to work, in Moscow. 
When he returned, his Army 
colonel stepfather would not 
renew his residency. Recently 
his biological father — another 
“homo-military,” in Solmi- 
speak - set the police on his trail. 

What money do Solmi and 
his mates live on? 

“1 have no idea,” he says. 
“For 3-1/2 years I’ve lived on 
who knows what. And not 
because I don’t want to work. 1 
work every day. I don't sell my 
paintings; 1 give them away.” 

Later it comes out that Sol- 
mi’s mother pays the real. 

Suppertime rolls around, 
and the gallons of tea already 
consumed no longer satisfy. 
The visitors reluctantly accept 
an offer of food, and Pelican 
settles on a pillow in the comer 
to peel potatoes. When dinner 
is finally served on a suitcase in 
the middle of the room, Solmi’s 
nonhippie sister Lena suddenly 
appears with a sizzling skillet of 
meaL Where did all this food 
come from? 

“My mother and Solmi's 
. mother help out with the 
groceries,” Pelican admits, to a 
disapproving glance from 
Solmi. 

Not all Soviet hippiessurvive 
this way. Some do sell their 
paintings and handicrafts. 
Some work as street cleaners or 


watchmen. Many are students. 

And, of course, the System 
takes care of its own. When 
Oleg, the only hippie in 
Dnepropetrovsk, arrived in 
Moscow a few months ago to 
start a band , Solmi took him in. 
Solmi seems to relish his role as 
a friend of the downtrodden 
and dispenser of great truths. 

“Soviet bureaucracy is the 
most gigantic bureaucracy in 
the world ” he declares. “The 
world needs love!'* 

Would you rather there were 
no government at all? he is 
asked. Oleg, the disciple, 
chimes in: “We want our gover- 
nment to take the form that was 
planned from the beginning. 
Read the works of Lenin. His 
decisions would have led to a 
system deserving respect and 
attention.' 1 

For Solmi, the litmus test of 
perestroika is his campaign to 
establish an offidal Street of 
Love. 

“We have ElectridLy Lane 
and Ball Bearing Street. 1 t's get- 
ting terrifying'. Where are we 
heading? To Godless Lan„ and 
Communism cul-de-saC? 

“I really want to build a 
Street of Love, where repres- 
sion is impossible. That would 
be a step toward democracy.” 

The Christian Science Monitor. 
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BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4KJ95 . 9AQ63 0KI03 *76 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South W eat North 

1 * DM Pass 1 * 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KQ83 9AQ9 0AK87 *76 

The bidding ~has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 * DM Pass 1 * 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


1 9 DM 4 9 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ6 9AJ5 OA10 4X9652 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 NT Pass 

♦ 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A83 9K OKQ63 4QI542 
Partner opens the bidding with three 
hearts. What action do you take? 
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By Johnny Hart 


with 

the speas ? 


I /SMOOT 

OF BArr. 


ACROSS 
1 Feeler 
5 Seadog’s 
potation 
9 VOrge 

13 Above, in 
Augsburg 

14 Architectural 
order 

16 Locale for Mrs. 
Leonowens 

17 Western lily 

18 Tower of 
London warders 

20 Heaters 

22 Mason's Della 
et al. 

23 Island in the 
Cyclades 

25 Father 

26 CoUegfans 
29 Without 

complications 

33 Metallic disk 

34 Angel's reward? 

36 Earth 

37 Pismire 

38 Certain physicist 

41 Baseball stat 

42 Youskevftch of 
ballet fame 

44 iridescent stone 

45 Backpacked 

47 Lack of maturity 
49 Taka after 
51 Special 
performance 

53 Networks 

54 Part of a series 
57 Asodium 

carbonate 
60 Diplomas 

62 — virumque 
cano: "AeneRT 
opening 

63 Possessed 

64 Miss Thompson 

65 Vbhmteer State: 
Abbr. 

66 A piece of cake! 

67 Forward 

'68 Author-director 
Kazan 


DOWN 

1 “ — in-Boots H 

2 Encourage 

3 Type of sleeve ■ 
or sail 

4 Supply 

5 — Girl 

6 Lobster coral 

7 Wallet items 

8 Talents 

9 Regards highly 

10 Watch one's 
weight 

11 Needlefish 

12 River to the 
North Sea 

15 Moderate reds 

19 Air. Prefix 

21 Daughter of 
Juan Carlos 

24 Sharpen 

26 Country of 21 

• Down 

27 Latin dance ■ 

28 Leyte's island 
neighbor 


30 Politico's • - 
patronage 

31 Defamatory 
statement 

32 Curtail 
35 More 

contemptible 

39 Lika most 
sandals 

40 Greek letter 
43 Describing a 

certain Andy 
46 Copy 

48 Large umbrella 
50 Felt 

52 Singer Paul and 
family 

54 Strawberry’s 
field 

55 Lampreys 

56 Neap or ebb 

58 Atlanta arena 

59 Novel by Zola 

60 Haggard title 

61 Writer 
AnaJs 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South you Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: hold: 

4KQ95 93 0832 4Q10952 *873 995 OAQ1Q542 *94 

The bidding has proceeded: Partner opens the bidding with one 

West North East South' no tramp. What do you respond? 


ose Youe 

iNisertJnY; 

catcm Yoor 
om bait*. 
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YOUR STARS 








ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


[rSriffa nano nnmn 
ommnn □bub nnnn 
nrannn nann oama 
anaannanaa naan 
naaaa nBnnri _ 
Bans aanaaa 
nranB nnun nsann 
□naa oaana nnnn 
anaraa anan naan 
bbhbbb anno 
nanran boobb 
nnnn aanaaanaan 
naaa anna nmnnm 
anon anna anana 
naan naaa anaol 
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Aries (March 20 - April 18) 

You will be better able to express 
yourself. You should endeavour not 
to on any additional commit- 
ments just now. 


Cancer (June 21 - July 21) 

You wfll lend to be a little nervous 
and impatient and should try to take 
it easy. Do not say anything you 
know well you do not mean. Make 
sure you put your family fust your 
personal welfare second. 


Libra (Sept. 22 - Oct. 22) 

You wiD be able to regain your 
confidence. Try not to think of work 
today, but do not lose your sight of 
your objectives. Ensure you eat a 
good diet. Be resOienL 


Til just let them help themselves. 







Taurus (April. 19 - May 19) 


Not everylhingwill bequite as you 
would wish it to be. but you wiS be 
able to manage. You should seek to 
secthefunny side. Try not to get into 
an argument. Be more tidy. 



'•'//Fete, Barry. Ctofl. - 

or plume, what 
we ten 'em? - . 


“Typical that is. Making 

end that they were too tired 

to carry on ptatftnff .canto. 
fust when my hick was 
changing." 


Gemini (May 20 - June 20) 

(f you ere beginning to put on 
weight, now is the time to eat and 
drink a tilde less. You will be more 
persuasive, but remember that 
charm will not get you everywhere. 


LeO (July 22 - Aug. 21) 

You should make sure you gel 
enough rest, but you should not lin- 
ger too long in bed. Once yon have 
made up your mind be prepared to 
change it in the light of newdreum- 
sta aces only. 


Virgo (Aug. 22 - Sept 21) 

You should not waste effort on 
something that is obviously not 
going to work. If yon keep calm 
things will improve. Do not lei oth- 
ers steal your glory. Be sincere. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 

You should not be too hard on 
someone who was only doing his 
duty. Try to avoid getting into any 
sort of argument Nor should you 
participate in gossip particularly if it 
is maticious. Be selective. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan 19) 

For the greater part of (he day all 
will go tike a house on fire. You 
should not trylo hide the truth, not 
even from yourself. Avoid all kinds 
of exaggerations and distortions. Be 
aware of your limitations. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. IS) 

You should try to concentrate on 
what you are best at. Do not be too 
fond of the sound of your own voice. 
Avoid buying anything you do not 
really want just because it is 
relatively cheap. Be conclusive. 



m 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
Today you will heubk lo do some- 
thing a little out of the ordinary. In 
addition to thinkingabout what you 
like give some thought to what your 
partner likes. Avoid trying to sweep 
things 'under the carpet.* 


Pistes (Feb. 19 - March 19) 

You will be a tittle unsure of your- 
self and should try to postpone hav- 
ing to make a big decision. Then: is 
no need to feel sorry for yourself. 
You should try to exercise a tittle 
more self-control. Be generous. 
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Critics slam government policy 


Media 
welcome 
ban on 
domestics 

THE ban on placement of 
Filipino maids overseas has 
been welcomed by the media in 
the Philippines. An editorial in 
the Manila Bulletin said: “ltdid 
not really take long for the 
administration to act firmly 
(after) complaints of maltreat- 
ment of Filipino domestic hel- 
pers working abroad. 

“Once established, the 
adminis nation decided to susp- 
end the placement of the helpers 
until stricter measures for their 
protection have been adop- 
ted.” 

Dogs sniff 
way into 
airport 

WHEN stray dogs and cats 
roam the streets, it's all right. 
But when they sniff their way 
into airports and get in the way 
of big aeroplanes, something 
must be terribly wrong. Recen- 
tly the Calapan Airport in Min- 
daro was closed by the Air 
Transportation Office (ATO) 


Aquino ban on domestics 
infringes on personal rights 

y£f<L ) 




Vh 


We re trying to make avia- 
tion safe, said Victorino 
Pallatoc, ATO Chief. “But 
we're not getting the help we 
need,” he complained. 

Performers 

summoned 

FILM actress Alma Moreno 
and TV host German Moreno 
were recently summoned by the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue for 
allegedly refusing to show their 
accounts. The Bureau is repor- 
tedly planning to summon 60 
him and television person- 
alities. including Christopher 
de Leon, Dolphy, Max 
Alvarado and Pilar Pilapil. 


PRESIDENT Aquino's plan to 
temporarily ban Filipinos from 
working abroad as domestics 
could harm the country's econ- 
omy and infringe on personal 
rights, critics said. 

It will do more harm than 
good, they said. 

“The government's declara- 
tion of a ban does not solve the 
problem of massive migration of 
Filipinos abroad,” said Jorge 
Tigno, executive director of the 
Friends of Filipino Migrant 
Workers (KA1BIGAN). 

The Aquino Cabinet approved 
the temporary ban proposed by 
the labour department to protea 
Philippine women from abuse 
such as sexual attacks and moles- 
tation and withheld salaries, 
according to government 
officials. 

Tigno said the government 
was not offering alternative 
employment. He added that hun- 
dreds of women may violate the 


ban, opening them to more abuse 
by foreign employers since they 
are not entitled to government 
protection. 

He said the solution will be to 
generate more employment in 
the country so that Filipinos will 
not be forced to leave. 

Aides said Aquino will soon 
announce when the ban mil 
become effective. 

Rep. Ma. Consoclo Puyat 
Reyes, however, lauded the ban, 
saying that “itis high time that we 
put our foot down” on sexual and 
physical abuses, unfair wages 
and deplorable working condi- 
tions that Filipino domestic hel- 
pers have to endure abroad. 

She said she is willing to spon- 
sor a bill in Congress to curb 
abuses against domestics by local 
recruiters. 

Labour officials said 82,000 
Filipinas, many with university 
degrees, apply for jobs as domes- 
tics abroad due to a lack of well- 


Aquino stops birthday fun 


PRESIDENT Aquino chastised 
government agencies for wishing 
her a happy 55th birthday (n 
television and newspaper adver- 
tisements, saying it was wrong to 
spend public funds for such pur- 
poses. 

Ms Aquino, who celebrated 
her birthday Monday with the 
urban poor of Sapang Palay, 
expressed her displeasure over 
the ads at a meeting of her 
Cabinet's economic committee 

“Public funds should never be 


used for personal aggrandis- 
ement of public officials,'' 
Deputy Press Secretary. D&nilo 
Gozo quoted Ms Aquino as say- 
ing.- - Vr - .* • 

Gozo told reporters that Ms 
Aquino did not want to continue 
the practice which was common 
during the 20-year rule of ousted 
President Marcos. 

Admonished 

"The President admonished 
all government heads of depart- 
ments, agencies and corpora- 



tions to henceforth desist from 
printing birthday greeting for 
her,” Gozo said. 

The “erring" agencies include 
the Department of Labour; 
Bureau of Customs, Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System, 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, Laguna Lake 
Development Authority, Sugar 
Regulator Administration, and 
the Food Terminal Inc. 

Gozo added that 
“reprimand” letters have 
already been sent to “those who 
sponsored the paid ads." 

Impeached 

He quoted Ms Aquino as say- 
ing: "If I am not impeached, I 
will still have four more birth- 
days to go. Don't place the ads." 
Her term ends in 1992. 

Last week, opposition leaders 
urged Congress to impeach the 
President for swearing in Fidel V 
Ramos as defence secretary 
without congressional approval. 

Cabinet appointments are 
subject to approval by the Com- 
mission on Appointments, a 25- 
man joint congressional body. 
But Congress was not in session 
when Ms Aquino appointed 
Ramos to succeed Rafael Iteto. 

Gozo said Ms Aquino cannot 
prevent private corporations 
and individuals for greeting her 
through paid advertisements. 

“That's not public funds any 
more,” he said. “She cannot do 
anything about that.” 




paying jobs here. 

Most of them end up in the 
Middle East, Hong Kong, Tokyo 
and Singapore. 

Filipino domestics abroad suf- 
fer from various- forms of 
exploitation and discrimination, 
ranging from contract violations 
to rape, said Cynthia Tellez, 
executive director of the Hong 
Kong- based Mission for 
Migrant Filipinos. 

Estimated 

In Singapore, some 15,000 to 
16,000 Filipino maids have to 
undergo pregnancy tests every 
six months and are prohibited 
from marrying Singaporeans, 
she said. 

Hong Kong law requires its 
estimated 35,000 Filipino 
domestic helpers to have an 
individual work contract with 
their employer specifying 
salaries, holidays and other work 
conditions. 


Revealed: 

secret 

talks with 
Gringo 

THE government of Mis 
Aquino held secret negotiations 
with rebel military officers 
involved in the bloody Aug 28 
coup attempt and the talks were 
held in the same townhouse in 
Valle Verde in Pasig where ren- 
egade Lt Col Gregorio 
“Gringo" Honasan was later 
captured. 

This was revealed to the Senate 
committee on defence and 
security by a putschist leader 
who acted as a go-between in the 
failed talks. 

Lt Col Reynaldo Berroya, 
who surrendered before the Nov 
30 government deadline, sur- 
faced yesterday and revealed 
details of the secret talks with the 
rebel officers, led by Honasan 
and Navy CapL Felix Turingan. 

Berroya testified behind 
closed doors for two-and-a-half 
hours before members of the 
Senate committee at the Navy 
headquarters. 

Sen. Ernesto Maceda, the 
committee chairman, quoted 
Berroya as saying Finance 
Secretary Vincent Jayme was the 
government negotiator while 
Honasan and Turingan 
represented the rebel soldiers. 


Top recruiter reveals his strategy 


Demand for Filipino nurses in USA 


A FILIPINO US nurse recruiter, 
who has witnessed the low and 
high of the US nursing shortage, 
has remained unperturbed by the 
on-going stiff competition in the 
US nurses job market. 

Frony C. Fortich, general 
manager and president of Gulf 
Pacific Services and Trading 
Corp., an unassuming executive 
carefully draws his game plan to 
hire at least 30 to 40 per cent of 
tiie actual supply of CGFNS and 
US licenced nurses available in 
the Philippines, for his US hosp- 
ital clinics. 

The visa qualifying tests con- 
ducted by the Commission on 
Graduates of Foreign Nursing 
Schools in Philadelphia, Pen- 
sylvania, are given twice a year, 
in April and in October, The 
results are released in early June 
and December. Right after the 
release of the results.a flurry of 
paid advertisements appears in 
the daily newspapers, par- 
ticularly the Manila Bulletin 
making ail sorts of offers to the 
' lucky CGFNS passers. 

Fortich said every US hospital 
is trying hard to get Filipino 
CGFNS nurses but they don't 
worry about diminishing the 


supply of qualified RNs in the 
Philippines. 

As the leading recruiter of US- 
bound nurses, Fortich launched 
a twin-programme to increase 
qualified nurses supply in the 
country. His first step was to cut 
lies with US placement agencies 
and deal direct with the US hosp- 
itals in order to convert the finan- 
cial resources of these facilities to 
the conduct of free CGFNS 
review classes for nurses taking 
the exams. 

What seems to be the trade 
secret behind his success in get- 
ting CGFNS nurses, a consistent 
lop recruiter for several years 
now? 

While US-based recruiters 
come to Manila during June and 
December, Fortich's presence in 
the Philippines throughout the 
whole year assures nurses of 
complete information and 
services, while they are still here 
in the Philippines.' 

"We have a package informa- 
tion on how nurses go through 
the tests, we prepare and evaluate 
them for the tests, and we give 
them proper support, all for 
free," 

“Our corporate thrust is to 


place our nurses in a duster of 
states, well manageable for our 
nursing consultants and coor- 
dinator to visit and attend to 
their immediate needs especially 
during the first few months of 
their stay in the USA," Fortich 
pointed out. Having stayed in the 
USA for 10 years, he could easily 
speak with authority on the nur- 
ses job market. 

“We have pinpointed the mag- 
net stales as New Jersey, Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut. A lot 
of Filipino doctors, nurses and 
professionals are working and 
living in these areas. By placing 
Filipino nurses in these states, 
they would be in the company of 
these Filipino- Americans, rather 
than isolate them in places, 
where they would be tne first 
Fortich 


apartments and the Gulf Pacific 
guarantee of free rentals for 3 
months. 

“We ask our client hospitals, 
to lease furnished apartments, 
and to pay the nurses rentals for 
housing and utilities for at least 3 
months. This way, the nurses are 
freed from the hassles of paying 
advance deposits, and also for 


where they would be the fust 
Filipino residents," Fortich 
.added. 

“By placing them in a cluster 
of states, their needs could be 
well attended rather than spread 
out to several states. It’s impossi- 
ble to cover," he pointed out 

Almost all hospitals, offer 
uniform benefits, however, he 
cautioned, nurses must realise 
the big difference between those 
offering assistance in finding 


utilities and buying the socalled 
pots and pans and other furnish- 
ings. When all of these things are 
totalled up, Gulf Pacific Hosp- 
itals spend about $2,000. 

In addition, the hospitals will 
also advance two weeks pay- 
check of not less than $500." The 
nurses are not given the run- 
around because Gulf Pacific 
talks direct with the hospital ins- 
tead of third parties," or US 
agents. “What about New' 
York," Fortich was asked. 

Before the shortage worsened 
when only some states would 
take in Filipino nurses, the New 
York hospitals were the biggest 
employers of nurses. Our con- 
cern at that lime was to provide 
ourmirses with jobplacements in 
hospitals instead of nursing 
homes. New York Hospitals, he 
emphasised answered the need. 


Female senator pushes 
for absolute divorce 


By Nina Valera 

ABSOLUTE divorce may still be 
included in the Family Code sig- 
ned into law by President Aquino 
on July 6, 1987 and to be enfor- 
ced in August this year. 

In a recent Senate hearing on 
the Family Code by the Commit- 
tee on Women and Family Rela- 
tions headed by Senator Santan- 
ina Rasul, the amendment of the 
code to include absolute divorce 
drew two separate reactions 
from several sectors of society 
including the dergy. 

While legal separation and the 
grounds for it have been expan- 
ded reducing, if not entirely 
obliterating its bias against 
women — now infidelity is a 
common ground for both parties 
instead of concubinage for the 
mal e, and infidelity for the female 
in the old civil code — legal 
separation, which the Family 
Code allows still does not free a 
couple from each other's bon- 
dage. 

“Legal separation for a 
marriage that has broken down is 
not adequate,” said lawyer 


Yoland "Javellana of the 
Women's Lawyers' Circle 
(WILCT) “To err is human,” 
Javellana said, “and in thecase of 
a broken marriage, the only 
remedy is to wipe the slate dean 
(for both the husband and. the 
wife). 

Father Ruben Tanseco of the 
Centre for Family Ministries of 
the Loyola House of Studies at 
the Ateneo de Manila, said the 
“Filipino family system is still 
stable and healthy as a whole." ' 

Broken marriages in the 
Philippines, Fr Tanseco said, is 
still a minority m the society, and 
social legislation must not leg-; 
islate for the minority to the 
detriment of the common good. 

Supporters of the divorce law, 
he said, should prove that such a 
law would improve the quality 
and stability r>i r amily life in this 
country. 

Ironically, even the Civil Code 
committee that formulated the 
Family Code had been divided 
on the issue of absolute divorce. 

Committee chairman Justice 
Jose Reyes said that the women 


members favoured divorce, but 
the men opposed the idea. 

“Could it be that men are more 
insecure?" Sen RasuI ventured a 
guess when asked after the near- 
ing why the committee members 
could not settle the divorce bill 
issue. 

Rasul, a Muslim, whose cus- 
toms include absolute divorce. 

that their divorce laws are 
not that easy to invoke, contrary 
to popular belief. 

Asked if she herself were in 
favour of a divorce bill, RasuLa 
ha ppily married mother of six 
children, turned pragmatic and 
said, “There should be laws to 
protea all our rights. My being a 
Muslim does not enter the pic- 
ture here." 

But barring society's hypocr- 
isy that clings to family 
solidarity, religious consciences 
and morals shoved down the 
throats of a people colonised by 
bigoted Catholics, and despite 
what Rasul said about men s 
insecurity that may be reinforced 
by absolute divorce, the bottom 
line is simple economics. 


New witness on Ninoy murder 


By Rey G. Panaligan 

TANODBA Y AN Raul M. Gon- 
zalez said that a Filipino now 
residing in the United States has 
signified his in tendon to testify in 
the retrial of the Aquino-Galman 
murder case and give “a shocking 
revelation of the details of the 
Aquino a ssass ination.” 

Gonzalez did not identify the 
prospective witness. 

The Filipino who offered to 
testify wrote a letter to Gonzalez 
requesting a safe conduct pass. 

The Filipino claimed that he 
was present in one of the meet- 
ings of the “Kill Aquino” plot- 
ters. 

He also told Gonzalez that he 
personally witnessed the handing 


of money to Rolando Galman, 
the military-tagged assassin of 
Aquino at the Gloria Maris Res- 
taurant at the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines complex on 
Roxas Blvd.’ in Pasay City. 

He claimed that presentdurmg 
the pay-off was a representative 
of former First Lady Imelda 
Marcos, a soldier, and a civilian 
official. 

Gonzalez was skeptical about 
the credibility of the letter writer. 
But he said he is willing to give 
him a safe conduct pass after his 
'credibility has been established. 

“You know only rebels or 
fugitives ask for safe conduct 
passes," Gonzalez said. 

Meanwhile. American jour- 


nalist Sandra Burton continued 
-her testimony before the San- 
diganbayan that handles the 
retrial of the two murder cases. 

She was cross examined by 
defence lawyers led by Rodolfo 
U. Jimenez. 

Jimenez raised the possibility 
that the micro cassette tape 
recording of the sounds and 
voices during the last ten seconds 
before Aquino was shot on Aug 
21, 1983, coukl have been tam- 
pered with. 

Jimenez said that doubts lin- 
gered on his mind after Burton 
admitted that she did not put any 
identifying mark on her cassette 
tape turned over to the Agrava 
board. 


Sports columnists pick De Vega as Athlete of the Year 

Top honours for Golden Girl 


IT was an evening that bridged 
the glory of sports in the past 
and the glitter of its present;^ 
.'trip In time from the 1 
Olympics to the 1987 
Asia Games in Jakarta. 

The past was former Senator 
Ambrosio (Paddy) Padilla, now 
in his 70’s but still spry, a mem- 
ber of the Philippine Basketball 
team that came in fifth in the 
Berlin Olympics for the highest 
finish ever by a Phfllippine quin- 
tet in the sports quadrennial. 

The present? 

Who else but Philippine 
track's golden girl, that female 
speed marvel from Meycauayan, 
Bulacan, “Tatung's” girl Lydia 
de Vega. 

The occasion was the second 
annual awards night of the 
Sports Columnists Organisation 
of the Philippines (SCOOP) held 
last weekend at the grand 
ballroom of the Inter-Continen- 
tal Hotel in Makati. 

"Diyay" and “Paddy” led the 


Accord 

reached 

on 

entertainers 

JAPANESE and Filipino 
officials have agreed to jointly 
stop the illegal deployment of 
entertainers in Japan by unlicen- 
sed and unaccredited agencies, 
the Department of Labour and 
Employment (DOLE) said. 

' The agreement was reached 
during talks between officials of 
the Japanese embassy and the 
Philippine Overseas 

Employment Administration 
(TOEA)offourPOEApropqsab 
affecting Japan-bound Filipino 
entertainers. 

Labour Secretary Franklin M. 
Drilon said the Japanese accep- 
ted two proposals which would 
greatly help the POEA in 
safeguarding the entertainers' 
welfare. 

Drilon said the Japanese 
agreed to accept visa applica- 
tions of Japan-bound entertain- 
ers only after Lheir contracts have 
been processed by the POEA. 
and when the visa applications 
are filed only by POEA 
accredited agencies. 

“The implementing guidelines 
of these two measures are now 
being prepared," Drilon said. 

He said the proposal that will 
require the Japanese immigra- 
tion office to translate in 
England the visa permit of enter- 
tainers is under study. 

Frequently, Drilon said, the 
language barrier is used by uns- 
crupulous recruiters to confuse 
entertainers on the terms and 
conditions of their stay in Japan. 

Drilon said Lhe implementa- 
tion of the new measures will 
result in tighter controls in the 
processing and deployment of 
entertainers in Japan. 

Meanwhile. Drilon appealed 
to the private sector to help 
reverse the bias for overseas 
employment, saying that “noth- 
ing is sader than to see our best 
and brightest workers use their 
expertise for the development of 
other countries." 

Drilon sought the participa- 
tion of the private sector in the 
country's employment 

programme as laid down by 
President Aquino during the first 
cabinet meeting in 1988. 

Addressing the Personnel 
Management Association of the 
Philippines (PMAP) during its 
general membership meeting at 
the" Manila Garden Hotel; 
Drilon said that “social hsvest- 
.menl is good business” and" that : 
“continuing industrial peace is 


Soper track star Lydia de Vega receives her trophy few the second 
year running. 


main and special awardees at the 
Saturday night toast of SCOOP 
for those who distinguished 
themselves in sports year *87 and 
those who have contributed 
their share in the making of 
Philippine sports lore. 

De Vega won acclaim as the 
sports columnists' pick as “Ath- 
letec of the Year” with her triple 


gold medal-winning feat in the 
SEA games m Jakarta. 

It was De Vega's second time 
to be cited for her Jakarta per- 
formance, but this time around, 
she had centre-stage all by her- 
self. In the PDA awards, she bad 
to share it with swimmer Eric 
Buhain, the most bemedalled 
athlete in the Jakarta games. 


He said the private sector 
should have more community- 
based job-generating projects as 
a way of returning some of the 
profits which they earned 
through the community’s 
patronage of their products. 

“By social investment, I mean 
bringing back into the commun- 
ities that host you or your 
employees some of the profits 
that come about as a result of 
community support and patron- 
age," Drilon said. 

He cited low-cost housing for 
workers, which would have mul- 
tiplier effect, and providing 
marketing and technical expert- 
ise to small artisans as examples 
of social investment. (E.T. 
Suarez). 


Banks and investors shying away from agricultural ve ntures 

Land reforms shrouded in controversy 


THE economic impaa of 
much-touted land reforms in 
the largely agricultural Philip- 
pines is shrouded in the dust of 
controversy kicked up by the 
programme's political implica- 
tions. 

Land reform, or the breakup 
of large estates in favour of the 
landless peasantry, has been a 
catch world of successive gover- 
nments, but none has managed 
to break centuries-old poverty 
and feudal bondage in the 
countryside, 

Officials estimate that there 
are 9.7 million hectares of 
agricultural land to be divided 
among 10 million fanners. 

Conservative land-owners 
charge that a radical reform 
policy will destabilise crop 
production due to the breakup 
of large estates and the loss of 
economies of scale and man- 
agement expertise for the sake 
of piecemeal ownership. 

Warned 

Backers of sweeping land 
reform in turn say it is the only 
way to free the 70 percent of the 
population who liveoff the land 
from centuries of poverty and 
bondage to the handful of 
families that own vast planta- 
tions. 

Both sides have warned of 
more unrest if their demands 
are not met. 

President Corazon Aquino’s 
government is conspicuously 
trying to maintain a centrist 
position, promising to free the 
peasantry while protecting lan- 
downers' rights and insulating 
the economy from any disrup- 
tion, observers said. 


Mrs Aquino recently dis- 
played her determination to 
launch land reform by vowing 
to break up her family's 6,100- 
hectare Hacienda. Luisita m 
Tarlac. 

The announcement came on 
the first .anniversary of the 
Mendiola massacare of 13 
peasants, workers and sym- 
pathisers demonstrating for 
land reform, and on the eve of 
this year’s first session of Con- 
gress. Congressional leaders 
have vowed to make land 
reforma top priority. 

Senate land reform commit- 
tee chairman Heherson Alvarez 
said that the Upper House is 
likely to pass a land rerform bill 
by March. 

A bill filed by Alvarez, a for- 
mer agrarian reform secretary, 
allows for flexible limits on the 
amount of land that can be 
retained by its owners. 

Widely seen as the bill likely 
to be passed, it sets retention 


limits depending on Lhe type of 
crop, and allows for stock 
ownership of corporate farms 
— whereby such farms are all- 
owed to remain intact, with ten- 
ants given shares of stock — as 
an alternative to physical red is- ■ 
tribution. 

The rationale behind stock 
ownership is that modern, 
mechanised farms will suffer if 
carved up among too many far- 
mers. 

The provisions are apparent 
concessions to crop producers 
who have been demanding a 
higher retention limit and 
businessmen who fear the loss 
of huge investments if profita- 
ble agro-business ventures are 
broken up, observers said. 

The Left, which has long 
charged that a Congress 
dominated by landed gentry 
will not enact comprehensive 
land reform, has attacked 
Alvarez' bill, charging that it 
allows landowners to cir- 



Casa Grande; oldest house in the hacienda 


cum vent redistribution. j 

Landowners like to cite slat- j 
istics showing that each fanner 
would gel less than a hectare if 
equality was the rule. 

But the Department of 
Agrarian Reform has said that 
it is possible for a peasant 
family to make a living on less 
than a hectar of land, provided 
it is irrigated and backed with 
necessary agricultural inputs. 

As lawmakers and citizens 
debate various land reform 
bills, the government has yet to 
find funding for a programme > 
estimated to cost at least PI 46 , 
billion over the next 1 0 years. 

Most of the money will be 
used to compensate landow- 
ners and provide farm inputs 
and training for the ben- 
eficiaries. 

Many landowners admit that 
their objections to land reform 
would vanish if the government 
offered them full and 
immediate cash compensation, 
but officials say they do not 
have enough money and that 
this could anyway trigger infla- 
tion. 

Under the proposed 
programme, full repayment 
would lake at least 10 years and 
many are skeptical that the 
government will meet even this 
target. 

As Congress dallies, banks 
and investors are shying away 
from agricultural ventures ft* 
fear that land reform will k$ 
their businesses while peasant 
backed by left wing groups site 
occupying and cultivating 
government and private land, 
unwilling to wait any longer for 
the promise ofland reform- 
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Mar$: the next great frontier 


Superpowers battle for giant leap in space 


By David Bloody ' • 

~~ •' 1' I 

AS the Soyiet'Uiuon celebrated . 
another great leap in space the 
UST- astronauts failed for the 
second year rammurto take 
even one smafl .slep.They now 
face the prospect of another 
yearwith their feetfirmiyon tho 
wound at the Kennedy Space 

Centre in Florida. 

The latest Soviet space hero, 
Yuri Romanenko, parachuted 
to earth after 11 months in 
weightless orbit. Two more 


Soviet astronauts will soon 
hurtle through the earth’s 
atmosphere to spend a year in 
MIR*, the Russian space sta- 
tioa. 

Mean while, US scientists 
were on their hands and knees 
in the rocket of the space shuttle 
examining the boot ring of the 
booster nozzle. It .'had failed 
duringatesi 

The shuttle, first launched in 
1981, has not flown since Jan-' 
oary 28, 1986 when, only. 73 
seconds: into flight, it exploded 


pi 

killing its seven crew . six 
astronauts and a schooltea- 
cher. The nett launch will be 
postponed -until August at the 
earliest: 

The National Research 
-Council, Which acts as a watch- 
dog oyer , the shuttle pro? 
gramme, believes even that 
might be too soon. It is urging 
the National Aeronautics ana 
Space Administration (Nasa) 
not to rush the launch and to 
cany out more frequent and 
■stringent t<n®«f components. 

Failure - 

Through the combination of 
.technical failure, alack of funds 
and political will, the US has 
fallen far behind the Soviet 
Union . in the space race. The 
Soviets, with computers and 
technology almost a decade 
behind the Americans’, have 
“an almost frightening lead,” 
according to Jane's Spaceflight 
Directory. 

The Soviets have a taxi rank 
of vintagerockets, based on the . 
technology of the early 1960s, 


to send their astronauts and 
' satellites into space. They are 
crude, but -unlike the sophis- 
ticated shuttle, they work. 

'The Soviet Union has two 
orbiting space stations and they 
are working on axi unmanned 
mission to Mai? with their 
tights on putting a man on the 
planet early in the next century. 
It will be a three-year round 
trip. Their astronauts are 
treated like rock stars and their 
accomplishments, publicly 
applauded. 

. The US space programme is 
epitomised by the Hnbble 
Space Telescope. The telescope 
should have spent the last 18 
months in orbit, gagwig further 
into space — as far as 14 billion 
light years away — than man 
has done before. 

In fact, it stands wrapped in - 
silver spaceblankets in a giant 
warehouse in California. The 
air is changed every 90 seconds 
and giant fans protect it from 
grains of dust. like the Pen- 
tagon’s new spy satellite, the 


Hubble telescope is waiting for 
the shuttle. 

' It will be at least seven years 
before the US can put a space 
station into orbit, and funding 
for the station was cut by 
ahnosthalf this fiscal year from 1 
S767 million (£408 million) to 
$425 million. 

Programme 

The space programme has 
turned into a litany of failure. 
The unmanned satellite launch- 
ing rocket failed two launches 
and was grounded for a year. 
There were problems with the 
Delta rocket. The Atlas Cen- 
taur rocket was hit by lightning 
last March and was then des- 
troyed by ground control. 

' After the shuttle disaster 
President Reagan promised: 
“This is not Lhe end. So what 
went wrong? 

Mr Robert Seamans, chair- 
man of the National Academy 
of Sciences committee that revi- 
ewed the space station, blames 
the US malaise on a lack of 
enthusiasm at the White 


House. 

Senator Donald Riegle, 
chairman of a space subcom- 
mittee, said: “The US has no 
space policy." Members of . 
Congress and space experts 
complain that the white House 
has failed to give adequate sup- 
port. They criticise the adminis- 
tration of Nasa and say space 
policy is bogged down in com- 
mittees, reviews and inter- 
agency battles. 

“Nasa is foundering under 
tiie worst management crisis in 
its history," said Donald Fink, 
the editor of Aviation Week 
and Space Technology. 

A study by the astronaut, 
Sally Ride, said that the 
Administration had failed to 
support basic research. “We 
need to be starting the tech- 
nology development at a 
serious pace within the next 
year or two,” she said, giving 
warning that it could be well 
beyond the year 2000 before the 
US could send astronauts to the 
moon again, or to Mars. 

A consultant at the National 


For once, India is playing 
true to the melody and 
fugue in one of the most 
advanced fields of 
modern technology. 
Indian scientists are 
imitating the latest 
experiments now bring 
conducted in this wonder 
technology which, when 
realised, will put the 
collective Inventions of 
the electric bulb, the 
transistor and the telev- 
ision to sh ame. 


By G.S. Mudnr 


THE 92-member team which 
set sail from Goa, aboard the' 
“Thnbland” on November 25, 
1987. is the seventh Indian 
expedition to the Ice Contin- 
ent, and also the largest contin- 
gent sent so far from India in 
the last five years. The scientists 
among the team members have 


of 

ranging . fre 
| geophysics, mefebro 
geochemistry to the study of 
living and non-living resources 
on the continent as well as in the 
surrounding seas. 

India joined the select band 
of nations exploring the contin- 
ent with its first expedition in 
January 1982. Since then, there 
has been an expedition every 
year. In 1984 during (he third 
expedition, was set up its first 
permanent research station on 
Antarctica — Dakshin Gau- 
ge iri. 

India achieved the status of a' 
consultative party with the sig- 
ning of the Antarctic Treaty in 
August 1983, in less than two 
years of its first expedition. In 
October 1984, it was admitted 
as a member of the Scientific 
Committee on Antarctic 
Research. 

The objective of the Indian 
Antarctic Programme has been 
to promote studies on the con- 
tinent covering four broad 
areas — atmospheric sciences, 
earth sciences, marine sciences 
and Antarctic biology. Team 
members are drawn up from 
different scientific institutions, 
research centres and govern- 
ment departments in the coun- 
try such as the Department of 
Ocean Development, the 
National Institute of Ocean- 
ography, the Indian Metero- 


Indian scientists explore Antarctic 
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Dr Aditi Parikb-and Dr Smfipti Seagnpta, two members of the thud Airtarctic expedition. 


logical Deoartment and the' 
Geological -Survey of India. 

The Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has been 
an integral part of all Antarc- 
tica expeditions. The IMD 
programme on Antarctica, 
besides providing support 
services during the expedition, 
involves the study of weather 
conditions and other atmos- 
pheric phenomena on the con- 
tinent Of key interest to IMD 
scientists is the manner Antarc- 
tic weather affects the weather 
in India. These “teleconnec- 
tions” can sometimes be used to 
predict specificphenomena like 
the monsoon, with the aid of a 
manned IMD observatory at 
Dakshin Gangotri, continuous 
feedback of weather datd has 
been available for the past five 
years. 

During spring time every 
year, a gaping hole appears in 
the ozone layer of the stratos- 
phere above Antarctica. In 
1986, IMD joined the "inves- 
tigation programme" to study 
this strange and puzzling phen- 


omenon and installed a sophis- • 
treated instrument called the 
Dobson’s spectrophotometer 
at Dakhshin Gangotri- The 
programme will be continued, 
during the seventh mission' 
after which two IMD scientists 
will stay behind for the coming 
winter and the next spring. 

Probe 

Using the latest in geo- 
physical techniques, Indian 
earth scientists have also 
initiated a series of studies to 
probe the ground of the ice- 
continent. Many of these 
studies are directed to assess the 
mineral potential of Antarc- 
tica. For instance, Indian geo- 
physicists have conducted 
several experiments over the ice 
shelf near Dakshin Gangotri 
and on an ‘ oasis’ called the 
Schhhacher range about 90 km 
from Dakshin Gangotri 

On Antarctica, with most of . 
the continent covered by ice, a 
white desert with exposed rocks 
and not covered by ice is called' 
an oasis). Electromagnetic 


studies are being Conducted 
over the ice shelf, as also 
geoelcctric investigations on 
the rocky terrain of the oasis. 

The scientists have of late, 
gone into the interior of the 
continent to study a range of 
mountains called the Wolthat 
ranges — one of the tallest on 
the continent, with many peaks 
reaching heights of several hun- 
dred metres. Geological map- 
ping and mineral investigations 
have also been conducted on 
the Gruber Massif of the eas- 
tern Wolthat ranges over an 
area of about 750 sq km. 

During the seventh expedi- 
tion. air-borne magnetic 
surveys will be undertaken by 
the Indian scientists for-the Gist 
time. The surveys will be con- 
ducted with the help of Indian 
‘Chetajk’ helicopters. 

As for research on living 
resources, scientists are now 
engaged in collecting mosses, 
lichens, algae and several forms 
of microorganisms for studies 
in primitive life forms. Nearly 
40 species of exotic Antarctic 


bacteria were brought by a 
biologist from Antarctica for 
investigations at the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular 
Biology, Hyderabad. ' 

A shrimp-like organism, 
’krill’ is found abundantly in 
the waters of the continent. 
Indian marine scientists have 
made attempts to understand 
the role of krill in the marine 
ecosystem and identify special 
areas where harves table krill 
are abundant Studies are also 
under way to determine the dis- 
tribution and abundance of 
zooplanktons in the waters of 
the Antarctic Ocean. 

The seventh expedition will 
also initiate the construction of 
a second Indian research sta- 
tion, about 80 km from Dak- 
shin Gangotri. Unlike Dakshin 
Gangotri, which is on an ice , 
shelf, the second station will be , 
on exposed land. The station 
will make the Schirmacfaer and 
Wolthat ranges — where most 
ofthecui rent Indian geological 
investigations are underway — 
more accessible. 


FAMILY DOCTOR BURNS CAN SPELL TROUBLE, 

By DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM ESPECIALLY FOR ELDERLY 


J QUESTION: My husband works in a kit- 
chen and always seems to get burned on the 

job. He doesn’t worry about it, but I do. I 

keep trying to get him to retire, but he wont 

ANSWER: You are right; even the 
smallest burns can spell trouble, especially 
for the older person. 

Accurate assessment is necessary for each 
burn, because there is always the possibility 
of complications. 

When liquids scakl skin, they can cause 
bums that go through every layer of skin in 
just swvwid s- If the hot liquids roll off the 

skin quickly, they may cause only superficial 

wounds. . . . 

The potential for complication increases 

if a deep bum is on the face, ears, hands, feet 
or genitals. When a bum has penetrated the 

full thickness of the skin, it heals by forming 
scar tissue. The scars can greatly impair 
functions of the feet, hands and face. Bums 
to the eyelids, for example, can be devastat- 
ing if scar tissue fonns. 

The scarring may cause permanent dis- 
figurement. 

Many bums cause infections. Burns on 
thefoot and ankle, where the skin is thin and 
blood supply is poor, are frequently site of 
infection. Genital area bums are also high- 
risk sites for infection. 


When burn vic tims are elderly, the risk for 
complication is much greater. Older people 
often have a diminished sense of pain. That 
means they may not realise that the bum 
penetrated the full thickness of the skin. The 
skin also deteriorates and circulation is 
impaired in many elderly people, increasing 
the risk of infection and delayed healing. - 
Patients with diabetes also have a higner- 
than-normal risk of infection because of 
peripheral neuropathy and small artery dis- 
ease- 

other patients at greater risk of infection 
include those who are immun ©suppressed 
or ihoseon medication, such as high doses of 
cortisone. 

High-risk patients may be given 
antibiotics or even may be candidates for 
surgery when the bum is severe. Patients 
caring for their bum at home should fiD a 
freshly scrubbed tub, sink or basin with 
lukewarm water. Soak the wound 10-15 
minutes and gently wash the bum with a 
clean, soft washcloth. Remove any old 
cream, Mood or loose skin. The wound then 
should be rinsed with dear lukewarm water 
and paUed dry with a dean toweL 
A thick layer of silver sulfadiazine cream 
should be spread over the wound. Finally 
cover the cream with gauze dressing and 


wound should be cleaned and-redressed 
every day. If you notice the bum isn’t heal- 
ing normally, seea doctor right away. 

Now show this answer to that husband of 
yours. I am not trying to scare him, just 
prove that your concern is valid and 
hopefully provide you with a few goods tips 
on care, mule urging him to be a bit more 
careful. 

QUESTION: If I put off relying on glasses 
even though lately it’s hard to read things up 

dose doesn’t that mean my eyes will remain 

stronger? 

ANSWER; Glasses simply give you a 
dear picture of your world. They do not 
harm your eyes. Delaying wearing them will 
mean fuzzy virion, possible accidents and 
depriving yourself of the joys of sharp 
vision. If you’re 40 years or older, you may 
need reading glasses because of a normal 
condition called presbyopia. Theiens inside 
the eye loscsrt elasticity and can't change its 
shape to fbcus on small print. Check with an 
eye doctor to make sure there is no underly- 
ing disease condition .causing the blurred 
vision. The doctor then will prescribe the 
best correction. People who always have 



Research Council said one of 
the main reasons for the 
President's lack of enthusiasm 
is that space exploration bad 
been a steady ami-climax since 
the moon landing nearly 20 
years ago. 

Boring 

“People find space boring." 
he said. “We need to put some 
excitement back into space 
exploration.” TTie orbiting 
space station could revive flag- 
ging interests. Scientists 
propose a permanent, manned 
space station on the dark side of 
the moon. 

But the experts are castiu^ 
doubt on the whole manned 
flight programme. They argue 
that remote controlled ins- 
truments can do most jobs bet- 
ter than human beings. “Man- 
ned flight, is costly and mostly 
propaganda,” said the 
National Research Council 
consul tanL 

“Manned space flight is ruin- 
ously expensive — about 10 
times as costly as unmanned 
llighL For virtually any specific 
mission that can be identified in 
space an unmanned space craft 
can be built to conduct it more 
cheaply and more reliably, Mr 
Alex Roland, a former Nasa 
historian said. “Why does 
Nasa cling to the idea of man- 
ned flight? Robots, the 
argument goes, lack the sex 
appeal of astronauts.” 

Soviet and VS astronauts all 
want to go to Mars, the next 
great frontier. “But what do 
they do when they get there?" 
said a US space expert. “What 
happens if they have appen- 
dicitis during the three-year 
trip? What about solar radia- 
tion? It really is a waste of time 
and money.” 
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Computer with memory 
of 10,000 characters 


Bernard Schneider is pictured above with his new 
personal computer. His German-made model was 
designed, he said at the Orgatechnik trade fair in 
Cologne, Federal Republic of Germany, to meet 
special market demand. The computer has a 
memory of 10,000 characters. Exhibitors from 67 
countries attended the Cologne office trades fair. 


Research on ozone layer 


BREMERHAVEN (DaD): 
West German research vessel 
‘Polastem,’ recently returned 
from an expedition to the Arc- 
tic, is going off to Lhe Antarctic 
for the sixth time, where she wilJ 
remain for a few months. 

The ship, a riant floating- 
laboratory, wil l have, on board 

lSOwSbdtiia fromt* Eedferar'; 

Republic and seven other ' 
states, including Chile, for 
extensive research into the 
ocean, pack-ice and climate. 
Research will concentrate on 
the ozone layer above the earth. 
Its density over the Arctic will 
be studied under the direction 
of the Bremerhaven-based 
Alfred Wegener Institute for 
Polar and Ocean Research. 

Seriously 

Some time ago climatolog- 
ists became worried about the 
ozone layer. It protects life on 
our planet from damaging 
ultra-violet radiation from the 
sun. Since 1977 research has 
shown that there has been an 
alarming thinning of this layer 
at certain points and over the 
Antarctic there is a large hole in 
the ozone strata. 

No-one knows yet whether 
this is a regular, recurring fluc- 


tuation or the consequence of 
damaging effects from the 
earth. There are suspicions that 
hydro-carbon fluoride used in 
sprays, as a coolant in 
refrigerators and in aircon- 
ditioners is responsible. 

This danger -has been taken - 
seriously. Forty-six state sig- 
ned the Montreal ozone* 
agreement; ’ including the 
Federal Republic. These com- 
mitted themselves to a 50 per 
cent reduction ofhydro-carbon 
fluoride up to the year 2000. 
German manufacturers of fuel 
gas have committed themselves 
even farther than the federal 
government^ 

The great height, where this 
natural science phenomenon 
happens, makes it difficult to 
cany out investigations from 
aircraft or ground stations. The 
‘Polarstem’ is equipped to do 
this. 

The Max Planck Institute 
and Munich University have 
developed equipment to 
measure ultra-violet radiation 
using lasers. It can reach 
heights of 50,000 metres up. 
The ozone laser, that can also 
operate in daylight, can at 
various heights examine the 
protective layer of our earth 


during the polar summer, when 
the sun never sets. 

The ‘Polarstern’ is owned by 
the Bonn Scientific Research 
Ministry. So far more than 
1,000 scientists from many 
countries have worked on 
board her. The vessel is a match 
for all the rigours of the Antarc- 
tic. She can Winter at the South 
Pole and break through ice up 
to two to three metres in thick- 
ness. The ship is supported by 
four land stations, maintained 
by West German polar 
research. 

Help for the Polarstern scien- 
tists' work also comes from the 
skies. At the beginning of 
December two “Polar” aircraft 
were seen off on the long flight 
from the Cologne/Bo nn air- 
port to the Antarctic. Until 
March they will there carry out 
vital transport duties. They will 
be particularly concerned in 
supplying a costly geological 
expedition to the Shackleton 
Mountains. 

The two propeller aircraft 
flew to Punta Arenas on the 
southern tip of South America 
via Valencia and Rio de Jan- 
eiro. In Punta Arenas they were 
fitted with skids making them 
suitable for polar operations. 



Two Dornier aircraft flew out to the Antarctic by stages. TheywiD snpport scientists from the West 
German research vessel ‘Polarstern’ on a geological expedition to the Shackletoa Momtains. 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Intervention alone won’t be able to prop up dollar indefinitely 


Central banks can’t buck a trend forever 


NEW YORK, Feb 6, (UPI): The 
dollar graded the New Year with 
a rally fostered -by the world's 
central ha^iVg and spurred by a 
good trade report, but market 
watchers do not expect these 
developments to bring about a 
long-awaited turnaround in the 
US currency. 

The central banks, seeking to 
trap speculators who bet against 
the dollar and to set a floor ben- 
eath which traders would be 
afraid to let it drop, undertook 
massive interventions in the 
currency markets in early Jan- 
uary. 

Their cause was aided by the 
SI 3.2 billion November US trade 
deficit announced on Jan 15, a 
gap 25 per cent below that of 
October and far better than most 
financial market participants 
had expected. 

With those two factors push- 
ing it higher, the dollar has risen 
to about 127 yen from the 121.10 
level at which it closed 1987 and 
to 1.67 marks from 1.57 on New 
Year's eve. 

Deficit 

But economists said the 
nation's budget and trade 
deficits still threaten the dollar 
and it will not make a meaningful 
recovery until they are resolved. 

Traders already are focusing 
on the December trade figures, to 
be released in February, and 
some feel they have cause for 
concern. Japan has released its 
December numbers, and they 


show its trade surplus surged to 
$8.6 billion from November’s 
$4.7 billion. 

While not all of Japan's sur- 
plus arises from its trade with the 
United States, the sharp gain has 
given rise to cocnerns that 
December s figures may not be as 
heart-warming as November’s 
report. 

Many observers said they think 
the dollar will continue to slide in 
coming months in the absence of 
any serious elTort to resolve the 
budget and trade gaps. 

“The trade deficit is still very 
large. Even at (November’s 
level), it is about 150 billion 
annually." says Stephen Marris 
of the Institute for International 
Economics in Washington. 
Pressure 

“I still remain bearish on the 
dollar. If you go back to 1977-78, 
the strong pressure on the dollar 
came 18 months after the trade 
balance had improved." 

On the budget front. Budget 
Director James Miller said in 
early January that President 
Reagan's proposal for fiscal 1989 
’appears* not to exceed the 136 
billion deficit agreed to with 
Congress last year. 

Marris predicted the dollar 
will fall from its current level to 
1 15 yen or even lower in the 
second half of the year. He also 
said he thinks a recession is 
unavoidable because higher 
interest rates will be needed to 
boost the currency and stem 


inflationary pressures later this 
year. 

“We have no foreign lenders, 
and the central banks will run out 
of ammunition,” he said. 

Marris said the level of the 
latest centra] bank purchases to 
prop up the battered dollar was 
at least four times as large as 
those in previous interventions. 

Estimates of dollars bought by 
the banks range from S2 billion 
to S3 billion. That action caught 
several speculators by surprise, 
and as they scrambled to cover 
their short positions, the dollar 
soared. 

Value 

Another unique feature of the 
intervention was that the central 
banks continued to buy dollars 
even as the currenccy’s value was 
rising. That was done to icnrease 
the cost to the speculators who 
had bet the currency would con- 
tinue its decline and also to set 
some sort of a floor for the dollar. 

Albert Soria, foreign exchange 
manager at the New York 
branch of Swiss Bank Corp., said 
the weak dollar could set o(T 
another global stock market 
collapse. 

It was the mid-October plunge 
that led the central banks to mas- 
sively intervene to support the 
dollar, whose declining value 
made foreign investors hesitant 
to commit to US Securities. 
When Wall Street went, it took 
the rest of the world’s stock 
exchanges with it. 


“The dollar opened in Japan at 
the precarious level of 120.5 yen 
(Jan 4) and the banks realised the 
dollar was sitting very weak and 
market crashes, could ensue 
and they would have a terrible 
economic . situation on band,” 
said Soria. 

“The Japanese central bank 
intervened and was quickly foll- 
owed by (West Germany’s) Bun- 
desbank and the (US) Federal 
Reserve. The thing about this 
intervention is that all the banks 
coordinated their effort and it 
was the first time they showed 
any unity since the Louvre 
accord.” 

That agreement, signed in 
February 1987 in the Louvre An 
Museum in Paris by the United 
States, France, West Germany, 
Britain, Canada, Italy and 
Japan, was a pact among the 
group of seven industrial nations 
to stabilise their currencies at 
then-current levels. Five of those 
nations (Canada and Italy joined 
later) had been working to lower 
the dollar’s value since Septem- 
ber 1985. when it was felt that 
such a strategy was needed to 
help the United States deal with 
its budget and trade deficits. 

Allen Sinai, chief economist 
For Boston Co, and Economic 
Advisors Inc.,a unit of Sbearson 
Lehman Brothers Inc., said fears 
of another market collapse are 
overdone but agreed the dollar 
coining into 1988 was sliding 
“too far too fast" and there was a 


risk the currency “could cas- 
cade” 

He said the central bank 
intervention achieved die objec- 
tive of throwing speculators off 
balance but noted the dollar was 
also helped by short-term 
interest rates that have remained 
relatively high. 

Sinai said bank interventions 
will not help the dollar unless 
they are accompanied by chan- 
ges in US economic fundamen- 
tals. 

“The banks have run out of 
ammunition in supporting the 
dollar, and intervention and 
higher interest rates are all that is 
left,” he said. 

Sinai also said he expects the 
dollar to go down to 1 15 yen and 
1.5 West German marks by the 
middle of the year. ' 

David Roney, senior econ- 
omist with Drexel Burnham 
Lambert Inc,* said the interven- 
tion helped establish a certain 
value for the dollar below which 
the banks will not let thecumency 
slide and make it extremely risky 
for speculators to bet against the 
dollar. He said that level could be 
between 120 and 140 yen and 1.5 
and 1.8 marks. 

Effect 

But Rolley said while the central 
banks can have profound effect 
on currency rates, they cannot 
control them indefinitely unless 
they are prepared to accept 
domestic consequences. Those, 
include higher interest rates in 


the United States and increased 
money supplies (needed to buy 
dollars) in other countries, with 
the corresponding risk of infla- 
tion in their economies. 

“Is February 1987, with the 
Louvre accord, the central banks 

J I l..i 


the dollar's decline. For six 
weeks after the publication of the 
accord, the dollar continued to 
fall despite heavy intervention. 
The Fed then raised interest rates 
and accelerated the pace of 
intervention, which triggered a 
rally in dollars.” 

Dennis Hardaker, managing 
director of international assets, 
an Irvine, Calif., brokerage 
specialising in global markets, 
said the dollar is in for a rough 
ride in the days to come. 

“The only people buying the 
dollar anywhere in the world 
now are the central banks — not 
the private sector. The banks 
cannot keep it up. Japan’s Cen- 
tral Bank alone bought 545 
billion last year, but the dollar 
still fell 25 per cent against the 
yen," he said. 

Hardaker said the investment 
community believes continued 
intervention without private- 
sector investment will only lead 
to the debasement of all curren- 
cies because countries must use 
their own wealth to buy dollars. 

“Everyone is selling dollars 
because they don’t think the 
United States will come to grips 
with its deficits,” he said. 


Algeria offers 
to build gas 
pipeline across 
Morocco 

ALGIERS,. Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Algeria has offered to build a gas 
pipeline across neighbouring 
Morocco to Europe if a solution 
to the Western Sahara war begins 
to emerge, the official news 
agency APS reported yesterday. 

Diplomals said the suggestion 
by President C&adli Benjedid, 
reported by APS, held out sub- 
stantial .benefits for Morocco in 
exchange for a peace settlement 
in the former Spanish colony, 
Where Algeria supports Polisario 

R nerrillas fighting against 
loroccan rule. 

The President tpld a meeting 
of governors on Thursday that 
'in the event that a settlement 
begins to emerge’ in the Western 
Sahara, Algeria would also 
reopen its frontiers with 
Morocco and restore diplomatic 
relations, the agency said. 

Relations • 

Algeria closed its frontier and 
Morocco broke off relations in 
1976 when Polisario guerrillas 
started their campaign to gain 
control of western Sahara. 

After restoring relations, 
Algeria would also “elaborate 
joint projects (with Morocco) 
including the gas pipeline which 
would benefit our Western 
neighbour." Chadli said, adding 
that the pipeline would go to 
Spain ana the rest of Europe. 

Algeria is stepping up 
exploitation of its extensive 
natural gas deposits. Morocco 
has to import most of its energy. 

Morocco favours a UN-spon- 
sored referendum in the disputed 
territory, but it rejects UN calls, 
backed by Algeria, for- direct 
talks with Polisario guerrillas 
before the vote. 

US sees 
continued 
increase in 
oil imports 

WASHINGTON. Feb 6. 
(Reuter): US oil consumption 
and oil imports are expected to 
continue to rise this year, the 
Energy Department said in its 
short term energy outlook 
released yesterday. 

It said consumption was 
expected to grow by less than one 
per cent in 1988, marking the 
third consecutive year of 
increased use. 

The department said domestic 
production would likely fall at a 
rate between one and two per 
cent this year, forcing a rise in oil 
imports to about 36 per cent of 
consumption, up from last year's 
35percent 

High 

Imports reached their high in 

1977. at 46 per cent. 

The department, predicted oil 
prices to fall to SIS a barrel in the 
first quarter of 1988, down from 
about 518 in the last quarter of 
1987, reflecting high global stock 
levels. 

It added that prices should 
then generally rise,, reaching the 
$i9-a- barrel level by the first 
quarter of 1989. 

Tie department also said coal 
consumption should remain 
fairly constant this year and 
natural use rise slightly. 


‘Economy is slowing but not heading into a recession’ 

Slower growth predicted for America 


NEW YORK.. Feb 6, (Reuter): 
The US employment report for 
January, wbich showed reduced 
growth in non-farm payroll jobs, 
confirms that the nation’s econ- 
omy is slowing but not heading 
into a recession, economists said 
yesterday. 

“All in all, it’s consistent with a 
slower-paced expansion but not 
a recession,” said Norman 
Robertson of Mellon Bank. 

Friday’s report fuelled debate 
over the stance of the Federal 
Reserve, with some economists 
arguing that the US Central 
Bank is under more pressure to 
ease its credit policy quickly and 
others saying it was unlikely to 
adjust yet. 

“I don’t think this (report) on 
its own will cause the Fed to ease 
policy.” said Fred Peck of First 
Boston Corp. 

He said Fed officials will 
probably wait to get a better idea 
.about the nation's economic 
health before taking any new 
action. “We need more data," 
Peck said. 

Jobs 

The Labour Department said 
non-farm payroll jobs grew by 
107,000 last month, less than half 
of the forecast growth of about 
220,000. The report also revised 
downward the rise in non-farm 
payrolls in December to 31 1.000 
from 326.000. 

The civilian unemployment 
rate, meanwhile, was unchanged 
at 5.8 per cent, its lowest level 
since July 1979. 

Unemployment had been 
expected to rise to 5.9 per cent 
last month as a result of higher 
weekly claims for unemployment 
insurance. 

Economists said the report 
pointed to slower growth in the 
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first quarter of the year, follow- 
ing the rapid expansion seen in 
the latter half of 1987. 

Gears 

“It said the economy is shifting 
gears — from relatively high gear 
through most of 1987 to lower 
gear in 1988,” said Stan Shipley 
ofShearson Lehman Hutton Inc. 

Shipley forecast that the 
growth in the US gross national 
product (GNP) this quarter 
would slow to 1.3 per cent from 
4.2 per cent in the final quarter of ‘ 
last year. 

Economists, in discounting 
the likelihood of an imminent 
recession, pointed to continued 
growth in manufacturing 
employment. The sharp drop in 
the dollar has polstered the 
industrial job market by spurring 
US exports, particularly machin- 
ery, steel and paper. 

“The manufacturing sector is 
going to carry the economy this 
year and keep it out of reces- 


sion," said David Jones of 
Aubrey G. Lanston and Co. Inc. 

Manufacturing employment 
expanded forthe seventh straight 
month, but at a slower pace in 
January, adding 25.000jobs for a 
total of 1 9.4 millidn jobs. 

While construction and auto 
assembly were weak, there was 
continued growth in machinery 
and electrical-equipment man- 
ufacturing. 

Other positive factors econ- 
omists pointed to were a rise in 
the manufacturing work week to 
41.1 hours in January from a 
revised 41 hours in December. 

And the government's survey 
ofhouseholds showed the labour 
force rose by 453,000, to 121.18 
million in January, and civilian 
employment rose 335,000 to 
1 14.13 million. 

Also, economists said that 
some of the job losses came in 
government, where reductions 
last month could have been over- 


stated by the timing of the 
employment survey. 

“State and local government 
employment drops during 
December as stated and local 
officials try to comply with ceil- 
ings on employment," James 
Cochrane of Texas Commerce 
Bancshares Inc said. Such 
employment fell 69,000 last 
month, while federal jobs grew 
by only 2,000. 

In contrast to manufacturing 
employment, economists said, 
consumer- related areas — 
including auto, retail trade and 
construction — were likely to 
face softness in the months ahead 
because oflower consumer spen- 
ding. 

Policy 

Employment in financial 
services, already bit by the 
October 19 stock rout, also is 
expected to face softness. 

The regular meeting of the 
Fed’s policy-making arm, the 


-OOP tEflbna* • .-'otaeton 

Federal Open Market Commit- 
tee, will take place on Tuesday 
and some economists have 
predicted it will ease credit 
policy. 

The easing would come in res- 
ponse to signs of a slowing econ- 
omy, particularly the large 
inventory buildup in last quar- 
ter's gross national product 
report. Tie growth slowdown in 
non-farm jobs added to specula- 
tion of an easing. 

“It would confirm that if they 
haven’t already done it, they will 
do it at the meeting," said Lan- 
ston's Jones. 

Jones and others do not expect 
an aggressive easing — such as a 
cut in the Fed's 6 per cent dis- 
count rate — but rather an all- 
owance for a drop in the federal 
funds rate to 6.50 percent from 
the 6.75 percent in recent weeks. 
They warned that a discount rate 
cut could undermine the dollar 
and stoke fears of inflation. 


S. Africa to privatise state assets 


CAPETOWN, Feb 6. (Reuter): 
President P.W. Botha today 
unveiled a sweeping privatisa- 
tion programme to boost South 
Africa’s economy but announ- 
ced no new measures to reform 
apartheid - 

In a speech opening 
parliament, a stem-looking 
Botha said the government 
would maintain its crackdown 
on black opposition under a 20- 
month-old state of emergency. 

“The government is deter- 
mined to continue with the main- 
tenance of internal order and to 
neutralise those forces that are 
still actively involved in underm- 
ing authority and stability,” he 
said. 

Plans 

His speech immediately drew 
fire from both right-wing and 
liberal politicians for focussing 
entirely on the economy and Fail- 
ing to mention any new plans to 
■reform Pretoria’s race laws. 

Colin Eglin. leader of the anti- 
apartheid Progressive Federal 
Party, described the speech as 
“utterly distressing" and mixed- 
race coloured leader Allan Hen- 
drickse said it showed Botha's 
inability or unwi I lingness to push 
ahead with reform. 

Andries Treurincht, leader or 
the far-right Conservative Party 
which accuses Botha of 
capitulating to the black 
majority, said it was clear the 


government was evading discus- 
sion of its reforms and their 
implications. 

In his only reference to aparth- 
eid reform, Botha said the gover- 
nment would .“proceed with the 
measures which have already 
been announced and which are 
under consideration.” 

Officials said these included 
plans to open some residential 
areas to all races and to set up 
multi-racial body to discuss con- 
stitutional changes. 

Deputy Information Minister 
Sioffel Van Der Merwe said be 
did not see any major diplomatic 
risk in the absence of new 
reforms in Botha’s speech. 

Western nations have urged 
Botha, 72, to cany on with apar- 
theid reforms which have staled 
since 1986 in the face of a grow- 
ing challenge from pro-aparth- 
eid right-wing parties. 

“I don’t know if there were any 
expectations from foreign coun- 
tries for specific reforms to be 
announceed at this time" Van 
Der Merwe said. 

Botha said his white-led gover- 
nment wanted to privatise the 
state electricity, transport and 
postal monopolis. 

Promise 

“Privatisation in its various 
forms is taking place today in 
almost every Western country 
and holds the. promise of 
numerous advantages,'* Botha 
said in a 30-minute televised 


speech. 

Pretoria also planned to sell 
off the government-owned phos- 
phates company Foskor, steel- 
giant Iscor, the Mossel Bay 
natural gas project and some fun- 
ctions of the Atomic Energy Cor- 
poration, Botha said. 

Botha did not estimate how 
much the sale of public assets 
could bring in, but economsits 
say privatisation was to generate 
funds badly needed by the gover- 
nment, deprived of overseas 
loans since international banks 
cut off credit lines to South 
Africa in August in 1985. 

Salaries 

Botha also announced plans to 
freeze the salaries of civil 
servants this year as part of a 
general curb on state spending. 

Tie scheme could put him on a 
collision course with hundreds of 
thousands of whites employed in 
South Africa’s • sprawling 
bureaucracy and increase sup- 
port for the far right. 

The measures are designed to 
boost the economy which grew 
by an inflation-adjusted two per 
cent last year after years of deep 
recession. 

Botha was speajdng for the 
first time in a glittering new 
assembly hall built to house 
special joint sittings of the 
bicameral parliament, which in- 
cludes whites, coloureds and 
Indians but not blacks. 


Dassault wins first 
export order in 2 years 


PARIS, Feb 6, (Reuter): French 
aerospace firm Dassault said 
today it had won its first export 
order in more than two years 
when Jordan agreed to buy 20 
Mirage-2000 multi-role combat 
aircraft. 

Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac sealed the agreement on 
Thursday in talks with visiting 
King Hussein of Jordan, ending 
an unprecedented leanperiod for 
Avions Marcel Dassault- 
Breguet Aviation. 

State-controlled Dassault's 


last major export sale was over 
two years ago, when India pur- 
chased Mirage-2000 aircraft. 
The company laid offl ,26 1 of its 
15,000 workers last year. 

Dassault had been after the 
Jordanian order for more than 
three years, against competition 
from the Tornado, built by the 
Bri tish-German- Italian Fanavia 
consortium, the F-16 built by 
General Dynamics Corp of the 
United States, and the Soviet* 
Union’s new export aircraft, the 
MiG-29. 
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Kuwaitis expand their 
investments in Japan 


TOKYO Feb 6, (Kuna): Kuwait has been active in _ 

iXtereVecenriy- leading other foreigr -investor, such as 
Oman and the UAE, local press reports said todav. 

The Middle East investors seem to be reassessing then inter- 
national portfolio strategy and stressing *? Ja *“«* 

companies showing sound business performance, the reprots 

^AiKHlt 60 pCT cmii of foreign slock bu j 
were West European investors and major IS P 0 ®™. 0 
operators, with a ronsidcrablc portion of the reminder bemg“o.| 
monev” investors, Japanese brokers were quoted as saying. They 
reportedly said that including the inflow into tiw Tokyo stock 
market of oil dollars, the combined value of the Middle East oil 
producers* investment in Japanese stocks certainly accounted for 
the oveiwhdming majority of the remaining 40 per cent. ^ 

Reports said among other major factors are expectations of 
sustained economic growth in Japan in contrast to the Lmted 
States where an economic slowdown leading to possible recession 

and tighter credit is feared. . 

Outstanding among the oil-producing investors is Kuwait 
which invested nearly half of its assets in yen, totalling some l 

trillion yen in Japanese stocks before the Black Monday, the 

^mK^Stsold 10to20 per cent of the Japanese shares shortly 
before the October crash and it started to invest toe money 
obtained into Japanese stocks again Iasi year end, the brokers 
said. Details of other Middle East and Arab Gulf investors trends 
are not known, bat it is understood that the L : A E and Oman have 
been expanding their investment in Japanese stocks as welL 
Gnlf investors tend to turn to long-term issue holdings, said a 
broker in charge of international business at a major Japanese 
brokerage firm. The Gull investors concentrate their investment 
on lower-prices issues with comparatively higher earnings, he 
added. 

They give foremost attention to business performance of 
Japanese firms, with preference to domestic-related issues such 
as real estate and electric powers and financials, he added. 

Oilman denies wrongdoing 
in Iraqi pipeline project 

GENEVA, Feb 6, (Renter): Swiss oilman Bruce Rappaport 
denied yesterday any wrongdoing in a billion-dollar Iraqi pipeline 
[Jan a project which has brought US Attorney General Edwin 
Meese under the scrutiny of criminal investigators. The plan to 
build a pipeline carrying Iraqi oil to the Jordanian port of Aqaba, 
proposed by a US construction firm in 1985, has become con- 
troversial because of news reports it may have involved attempts 
to bribe Israeli government officials. 

A statement ft cm the offices of Rappaport's Inter Maritime 
Group said: Bruce Rappaport. a Swiss businessman mentioned in 
recent media reports regarding the proposed Iraq- Aqaba 
pipeline, today disclaimed any knowledge of/or participation in 
any imtawfol or improper activity regarding the pipeline proejet.” 
The statement added: Mr Rappaport felt compelled to make this 
statement because of false or otherwise misleading statements 
appearing in various publications suggested that he had been 
instnHnental in arranging payments to be made to one or more 
Israeli government officials or political parties in exchange for 
^ official Israeti^+ei*hj^Siippbrf J ortheproject." It was the first 
d j CbtotoCtit '6# •£#&&'• by 'Rappoport.; US press reports have 
described him as orie of €be main figures in the deal, which was to 
have extended a crude oil pipeline near Israeli territory to Aqaba. 
Sources dose to die office of US spedal prosecutor Janies 
McKay say the bribery suggestion may have been raised in a 
memorandum written to Meese by E. Robert Wallach, an old 
friend of the attorney-general and who Was reported to be bn 
associate of Rappaport and others in promoting the pipeline deal. 

Oil output sharply down 

BOGOTA, Feb 6, (Reuter): Output from Colombia's biggest 
.oilfield fell by more than half in January due to guerrilla 
bombings offbefHpleuM carrying oil to the coast, a senior official 
said yesterday.Ramlro Perez Palacios, hydrocarbons adviser to 
the Minister of Mines and Energy, told Reuters output at the 
Cravo Norte field dropped to 95,000 barrels per day (bpd) last 
month from its average of 205,000 bpd. Hesaid Cravo Norte, 600 
km (360 miles) north of Bogota, accounts for about half of 
Colombia’s total output of 400,000 bpd. Since January 12, when 
guerrillas began bombing the 785-iun (450 mile) pipeline linking 
Cravo Norte to the Caribbean port of Cavenas, no crude had been 
pnmped for export through the duct, Perez Palacios said. 

The defence ministry has said pro-Cuban guerrillas of the 
National Liberation Army (ELN) have bombed the pipeline more 
than 12 times wane January 12. 

Exports of crude were not immediately halted, Perez Palacios 
raid. A ^Boating storagte unit containing up to two million barrels 
of crude at Covenas had continued servicing clients For an 
uspetifirf amount of time. Cravo Norte is normally the source 
for 165,000 bpd m exports, the official said, with the state firm 
Eropetnd and the Los Angeles-based Occidental Petroleum 
Otijpeach ha nd l ing about half of the exports. Perez Palacios said 
be did not have details on total oil exports from Colombia last 
month. 

H e said a nor mal 1 7,000 bpd of crude from a separate field in 

S^S^ Partn ‘“‘ Was “ ported to™** 

Oil markets quietly easier 

LONDON, Feb 6, (Renter): Crude oil prices were static to 
JgJtiyweakefjm toe international spot markets, as activity 
traders said- An overhang ofimmediateiv 
9ricts for caT ^ oes o f North Sea oa 
^!LS per markets *’ «■ wl »ch o0 for forward 
loading dates «s traded without necessarily being pfa^raDy 



Urgent Message To All British 
Expatriates ... Panic, Buy Now !... 

Due to a recent change in British Tax Laws you 
have only until Februar y the 19th in which to secure a totally tax-free 
income for the rest of your life. If you have an / questions with - * ’ 
regard to the new legislation, please give me a call. Acting now 
could save you between 27% and 60% on tax when you need it 
most. This is your last chance to beat the tax man. 

Contact me, tony Mustafa, any time at the Holiday Inn. Tel. 4742000 . 
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Transit trade hit by market crisis 

Economv on ta 


ARAB TIMES. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1998 


New system needed 

savs Al Khaled crash dampens economic outlook 

J THE 10th conference of Arab omic relations between Nortl 


By M oh ammedAI Barges 

KUWAIT'S Commerce and 
Industry Minister, Faisal Al 
Khaled, said yesterday that the 
Shuwaikh Industrial Area had 
been turned into an area of real 
estate investments in dear dis- 
regard of the' contract signed 
bcween the state and the- wair 
dietaries of these plots. 

Is an interview with the Seyas- 
sahand Arab 1 Times newspapers, 
he said that steps were bong 
taken to tenmnate the violations. 

Hesaid that plots would not be 
withdrawn because the state 
wanted to give the beneficiaries a 
last chance to correct their posi- 
tions. 

Conditions 

- He said that he was not strict 
about allotting industrial plots 
but was taking every care to 
apply the rules c^nc*rnmg condi- 
tions for granting the plots. 

The minister emphasised that 
there were many signs that 
clearly indicated that local econ- 
omy had returned to a healthy 
condition, indicating that the 
return of mudi Kuwaiti capital 
to Kuwait showed the con- 
fidence prevailing in the country. 

He pointed out that the local 
economic situation was related 
to the overall international econ- 
omic order and developments. 
He said that any development in 
the world economy would reflect 


on Kuwait. 

Al Khaled said that the trade 
in Kuwait had dropped greatly 
after the bigerisis caused by local 
and surrounding factors, includ- 
ing the Iraq- Iran war. He added 
that such' conditions influenced 
the transit trade a great deaL 
Wan* 

. The minister said many 
plans were submitted for 
improving and boosting econ- 
omic activity. 

He said that the Kuwaiti econ- 
omy was. greatly influenced by 
the drop m purchasing power 


and the state revenues. Such a 
trend prevailed in Kuwait during 
the past four years, but he said 
that the positive signs in the 
Kuwait economy at present 
made him optimistic, about a 
return to full activity . 

Regarding the positive signs 
he had referred to, he said that 
the best of these signs was the' 
return of active trading at the 
Kuwait stock exchange. He 
added that several organ- 
isational measures had been 
introduced and these helped to 
restore confidence to the market; 
This was reflected in the amount 
of buying and sefling. 

. Participation 

The holding of many trade 
fairs in Kuwait during the past 
three years and the participation 
of a large number of foreign and 
local companies was another 


positive sign. He said that such 
participation showed the trust of 
the companies in the Kuwaiti 
economy. - 

.He said that activity was 
gradually returning to the real 
estate market also. 

Al Khaled announced that 
large sums of national capital 
had already returned to Kuwait, 
and this was substantiated by 
official figures and statistics. 

He said that the return of this 
capital emphasised the fact that 
investing m Kuwait was more 
profitable and secure. - 

He stressed that liquidity was 
available, in the local market and 
only needed investment chan- 
nels. The best evidence of this 
was the fast purchase of the 
bonds and treasury bills sold by 
the Central Bank. He said 
Kuwaiti merchants and traders 
wanted the market to .extend 
beyond Kuwait, but the Iraq- 
Iran war closed important mark- 
ets. 

Licences 

' He denfod the ministry was 
strict about issuing industrial 
licences, added that the ministry 
■was ony applying the law. If 
applicants did not fulfill the con- 
ditions they would not be gran- 
ted licences. The ministry cannot 
provide the licence before first 
ensuring the feasibility of the 
project 

About' withdrawal of indus- 
trial plots from persons whose 


projects were failures, he said the 
government would continue to 
cooperate with these persons to 
help them overcome their 
problems. 

He said decisions to withdraw 
dots were in the hands of the 
Industry Development Commit- 
tee. 

He said that a number of 
industrial plots in Sabhan area 
were withdrawn because the 
owners did not even start any 
project on them. They weregiven 
several chances to start but they 
did not. 

' Speaking about the Shuwaikh 
Industrial Area, be said that 
many studies had been prepared 
on this area, and the last was 
made in 1980 by a consulting 
company. 

He said the studies were 
initiated because of the many 
complaintsby people in the area. 

Investment 

He pointed out that the area 
bad been illegally turned into a 
real estate investment area ins- 
tead of being used for industrial 
projects. 

lie saidsome of theseplots had 
been used for commercial shops, 
some of which were licensed, mit 
.the majority were not. . 

Most of the plots had been 
leased on sub-contract basis to 
others, and this clearly broke the 
provisions of the control made 
with the government because the 
contract totally banned any leas- 


Alshall stock price indices 


Kuwait share prices decline 


ALSHALL Index for Kuwaiti shareholding companies recorded 
on Wednesday an average of 39.78 points with a slight decrease of 
0.68 points from last week. Abhau Index for Guff shareholding 
companies reached 48.88 points with a slight increase of 0.27 
points for the same period. 

The trading volume for Kuwaiti shares reached 21 .55 million 
sharesatadailyaverageof431 million shares with a slight increase 
of 9.7 percent over the previous week daily average of 3.93 million 
shares. 

Gulf traded shares reached 25.73 million shares -at a daily 
average of 5. 1 5 million shares with an increase of 30.4 per cent over 
last week daily average of3.95 million shares. The value ofKuwaiti 
traded shares was KD. 7.21 milli on while it was KD. 1.67 milli on 
for the Gulf traded shares. 

Hie market showed signs of decrease in prices ofKuwaiti shares, 
a slight increase in the prices of Gulf Shares and an increase in the 
volume of trading for both shares, which was obvious for Gulf 
shares. 

The anno u nce m ents of.divjdends for same companies bad 
aniqfluence on the level of WMSVl of 

investment seems i to hava gai netfet raorourapiBxtant irate -wdrich 
reduced the influence of speculation to the market. . 

The various sectors maintained their last week’s respective 
positions in relation to traded volume. 

For Kuwaiti shares the banking sector had the lead at 39 peT cent 
with the Gulf bank having the highest percentage of 27 per cent of 
this sector, followed by Kuwaiti National Bade 24 per cent and 
Kuwaiti Finance House 22 per cent 

The Services Sector came second at 29 per cent of told trading 
with Kuwait Commercial Markets having a high percentage of 63 
per cent, followed by Mobile Telephone Systems 19 per cent and 
Kuwait Computer Company 13 per cenL 

The investment sector came third at 1 7 per cent of total trading 
with Commercial Facilities Company having 43 per cent of this 
sector. Investment Pearl Kuwait 28 per cent and International 


Sector Index 
Insurance Sector 

Kuwait Insurance Co. 
Guff Insurance Co. 
Alahleia Insurance Co. 


Warba Insurance Co. 
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Sector Index 
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68.97 

71.26 
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Sector Index 

44.09 

44.97 
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39.78 
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sector. Investment Pearl Kuwait 28 per cent and International 
Financial advisors (1AF) 24 per cent of total trading and the other 
companies sector had 32 per cent 
Coast Investment and Development Company had the highest 
trading volume of Gulf traded shares of 53 per cent followed by 
Ras Al-Kh aima White Cement at 12 per cent and Gulf Medical 
Projects at 1 1 percent 

Kuwait shareholding companies Index 

We dn es d a y Wednesday Change 
03/02/88 27/01/88 points 


Golf shareholding companies Index 

Wednesday W edne s day Change 
03/02/88 27/01/88 points 


Banking Sector 

Kuwait National Bank 
The Gulf Bank 
The Commercial Bank 
Alabli Bank 

Bank of Kuwait & M. East 
Kuwait R. Estate Bank 
Burgan Bank 
Kuwait Finance House 
Sector Index 
Investment Sector 
Kuwait Investment Co. 
Kuwait 1m. invest. Co. 
Inv. Pearl Kuwait 
1FA 

Commercial Facilities 


27/01/88 points 
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23.52 -0.44 
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24.56 -0.88. 

35.32 
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Financial Companies 

First Gulf Bank 
United Gulf Bank 
Bahrain InteroaL Bank 
Bahrain M. East Bank 
Pearl Investment Co. 

Gulf Investments Co. 

Coast Inv. & Dev. Go. 
Bahrain Kuwait Inv. Gro. 
Arabian Gen. Inv. (Shnaa) 
Sector Index 
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Gulf Cement (fully paid) 
Shargab Cement 
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Ras al-Khaima W. Cement 
Guff Medical Projects . 
Poultry & Fodder R. Aflcha 
Sector Index 
Overall Index 
Base Period 31/12/1983. 
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mg to others. 

The study gave three options. 
One was to remove the shops in 
the whole area, but this was rejec- 
ted because of the high cost The 
second option proposed carrying 
out limited traffic and landscap- 
ing and this was also rejected. 

The third optioD was accepted. 
It called for first removing the 
violations and then carrying out 
reforms by creating services is 
the area, such as gardens, car 
parks, and removing dangerous 
industries. 

Study 

He sakl a committee consisting 
of representatives from the Com- 
merce and Industry Ministry and 
Kuwait Municipality was for- 
med to study this option in detail 
and it submitted its proposals to 
the concerned authorities for 
action. 

Decision 

Regarding dosing of some 
shops by the ministry before an 
official decision was taken, Al 
Khaled said that during its study 
the committee decided to prevent 
any further violations in the area. 
For this reason it dedded to stop 
the opening of any violating shop 
after April 1, 1987, and the minis- 
try closed down a number of 
shops that opened after that 
date. 

Al Khaled said the ministry 
will provide substitute plots in 
several aras, such as Sulaibiya, 
Ardhiya and Dajij. 


Turkish 

banker 

wins 

economic 

clout 

ISTANBUL, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Central Bank Governor Rusdu 
Saracoglu has won new influence 
in his battle to dampen Turkey’s 
high growth and inflation, bank- 
ers said today. 

But they said interest rate rises 
and other measures announced 
on Thursday to support the lira 
would themselves be inflationary 
unless Saracoglu could persuade 
Prime Minister Tnrgut Ozal to 
cut government spending. 

“Economic martial law," — 
three digit inflation predicted, 
record interest rates, were some 
df the newspaper headlines. But ' 
economists said the overall 
effects of the package were 
uncertain. 

Interest 

We believe this level ofinterest 
is unsupportable and the 
measures are only temporary, 
Borhan Karacam, general man- 
ager of Yapi Ve Kredi Bankasi, 
told reporters. 

Ozal said Saracoglu would 
have the power to set interest rate 
limits, which were raised to sup- 
port the lira after its 23 per cent 
fall against the dollar in January 
in the Istanbul bazaar. Rates 
were increased between seven 
and 14 points to a maximum for 
one-year deposits of 65 per cent. 

The lira soared five percent in 
trading on Friday and stood at 
1,245 to the dollar and 740 to the 
marie with virtually no demand 
for foreign currency, dealers 
said. The lira stood at 1,1 12 and 
699 to the two currencies on Jan- 
uary 1. 

Goals 

Economists said government 
goals of five per cent growth and 
32 per cent inflation this year 
were in line with the wishes of 
Saracoglu, a 39-year-old, US- 
trained technocrat. 

Oral had previously promised 

seven j>er cent growth for the 
next five years, reflecting the 
views of his brother Yusuf Ozal 
mid Adrian Kabvea. 


Chrysler earnings surge kd deposit rates ease 

m *** *** KUWAITI dinar deposit rates Commensal Bank soot Quotes a 


NEW YORK, Feb 6. (AP): 
Record sales helped boost 
Chrysler Corp.'s fourth-quarter 
earnings 8 per cent over the year- 
earlier period, the number 3 
American automaker reported 
yesterday. 

Chrysler said earnings for the 
three months ended Dec 31 
totalled $350.2 million, com- 
pared with 3243 million in the 
fourth quarter of 1 986. 

Surge 

Sales for the 1 987. fourth quar- 
ter totalled a record $7.67 billion, 
a 29.1 per cent surge over the 
$5.94 billion in sales a year 
earlier, Chrysler said. 

The Detroit-based company, 
third in size behind General 
Motors Coip. and Ford Motor 
Co„ announced its earnings after 
a board meeting at which direc- 
tors voted to install a sharehol- 
der-rights plan to prevent any 
unwanted takeover attempts. 

Company known as a “poison 
piirpian, it would make a hostile 
bid pohibhjvely expensive. 

“We believe Chrysler is an 
unlikely candidate for a hostile 
takeover," a company statement 
said. “But in today's volatile 


market, you have to plan for the totalled SI. 

unlikely as well as the likely.” Revenue 

For afi of 1987, Chrysler said' 
earnings totalled $1.29 billion, auti 

7. 1 per cent lower than earnings . df ^ 

of 1J9 billion, in 1986. In that “J*® 
year earnings included a one- 10ft7 
time net gain of $131.9 million 
from the sale of Chrysler’s ^etjinr 
interest tn the French automaker j- r ' m 

Peuge 01 - lareely bee 

Without that gain, Chrysler' s 1987 acqu 

.1986 earnings would have American! 

AMF chief for Kuwait 


totalled SI 36 billion. 

Revenues for 1987 totalled a 
record $2638 billion versus 22.59 
billion, a 163 per cent increase. 

The automaker also said its 
share df the US car and truck 
market rose to 12.3 per cent in 
1987 from 1 1.7 per cent in 1986; 
Chrysler’s share of the truck 
market jumped to 1 5.9 percent in 
1987 from 12.1 per cent in 1986, 
largely because of the August 
1987 acquisition of jeepmaker 
American Motors Corp. 


ABU DHABI, Feb-6, (Opecna): 
Dr Abdulla Al Quwaiz, director 
general of the Arab Monetary 
Fund ( AMF), leaves for Kuwait 
tomorrow for talks aimed at 
boosting economic and financial 
cooperation between the fund 
and one of its major supporters. 

Kuwait's contribution to the 
$922 million capital of the Abu 
Dabi-based AMF is nearly 1 1 per 
cent 

Officials at the AMF said the 
director general's visit was desig- 
ned to enable the fund to play a 
larger role in unifying Arab econ- 
omies. 


He will also discuss with 
Kuwaiti officials issues expected 
to come up during the next meet- 
ing of the AMF board of gover- 
nors. 

Al Quwaiz, who ended a visit 
to Libya last week, said the 
North African country, which 
tike Kuwait is a member ofOpec, 
was capable of successfully meet- 
ing the challenge posed by slow 
economic growth, major 
currency fluctuations and the 
protectionist policies practised 
by industrialised - countries, 
especially against oil exporters. 


KUWAITI dinar deposit rates 
eased yesterday as banks reshuf- 
fled positions in quiet trading, 
dealers sauL 

But liquidity .remained 
relatively tight after last week’s 
80 million dinar treasury bond, 
issue. • 

The Central Bank did not 
announce a new treasury bill or 
bond issue this week which 
dealers said would help keep 
rates down. 

Overnight dealt alone percent 
after six and 6-1/2 per cent on 
Thursday while tomorrow-next 
and spot-next were also easier at 
three, two per cent after five and 
5-1/2 percent levels. 

In the fixed periods, there were 
deals reported only in the one- 
month at 4-3/8 and 4-1/2 per 
cent. 

Down 

One and three-month were 
qnoted 1/8 point down at 4-3/4, 
1/4 percent Six-month was vir- 
tually unchanged at 4-7/8, 1/2 
per cent but one-year slipped to 
5-1/8, 4-3/4 percent from Thurs- 
day’s 5-3/8, 4-7/8 percent. 

The Central Bank dinar 
exchange rate was softer at 
037651/61 to the dollar from 
Thursday’s 0.27604/14, with 


Commercial Bank spot quotes at 
0.27660/66. 

Meanwhile, Saudi riyal inter- 
bank deposit rates were marked 
down toiday in a virtually dead 
market on the back of lower 
Eurodollar interest rates, dealers 
said. 

“There was no demand and no 
offers," said one dealer, who 
added that banks were waitihg 
for European markets to open on 
Monday before making any 
moves. 

Dealers said the Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Agency’s 
weekly offering of 30-day 
deposits was likely to receive a 
weak response because ofashor- 
tage of day to day funds. The 
deposits carried ayieldjust under 
6.60 per cent. 

One-month interbank 
deposits declined about 1/8 point 
from Thursday to 6-15/16, 1 1/16 
percent. Gulf markets are closed 
on Fridays. 

Three-months eased 1/16 
point on theoffer side to seven. 6- 
7/8 per cent. Six-months were 
little changed at 7-1/4, 1/16 per 
cent- 

The spot riyal was little chan- 
ged at 3.7500/05 to.tbe dollar. 


THE 10th conference of Arab 
Economists Union opened in 
Kuwait yesterday under the 
patronage of HH the Amir 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al 
Sabah. 

Kuwait's Commerce and 
Industry Minister Faisal Al 
Khaled has been deputised by 
HH the Amir to patronize the 
conference, which was organized 
jointly by the secretariat of the 
Arab Economic Union and the 
Kuwaiti Economists Society. 

In an opening speech Al 
Khaled said that this gathering 
was held during a difficult inter- 
national economic situation, cit- 
ing the international debt crisis 
as an example. 

Deterioration 

He said that the recent sudden 
deterioration in the international 
stock markets had added a new 
dimension to the path of the 
international economy. 

He added: The economic dif- 
ficulties do not include only the 
debt crisis or the stock markets 
crash but they include many 
problems, and directly affect 


v? 


Kuwait's Commerce and 
Industry Minister, Faisal Al 
Khaled addresses the con- 
ference. 

Arab and developing countries 
in the absence of a new inter- 
national economic system.” 

Al Khaled noted that develop- 
ing countries have always called 
for new economic sysLem to 
correct the imbalance on econ- 
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FINANCIAL SECTOR P.CLS 
-PEARL INV. CO. 0.098 

-GULF INV. CO. 0.041 

-GULF INTI INS 0.009 

-ARAB I NT CO. 0.055 

-SHARJAH INS 0.000 

-GULF UNION INS 0.055 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 
B-GULF MEDICAL 0.015 
C-R.K. UNITE CMNT 0.016 
D-AJHAN CEMENT 0.007 
E-FUJAIRAH CENT 0.007 
F- SHARJAH CEMENT 0.007 
G-GULF CEMENT 0.014 
H-UM QAIUAIK 0.020 
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SHIPPING MOVEMENTS 


SHIPS DISCHARGING AT SHUWAIKH PORT AS ON 6JL88 


BJNo. Ships Nome Agent 

1 Al Mujeeb Algh. Barbel 

2 7-arlra Alqutub 

3 Nem Jiang M.Bahar 

6 Anwar Sg Sager Shahir 

11 Wave Crest Algh Barber 

16 KomeshimaMaru Al Bader 

17 White Reefer Al Bader 


Tel. No. 


Algh. Barber . 4843988 

Alqutub - 4747815 

M.Bahar 2433881 

Sager Shahin 2432692 
Algh Barber 4843988 
AlBader 2433537 


17 White Reefer Al Bader 

SHIPS EXPECTED AT SHUWAIKH PORT 
ETA Ships Name Agent 

5/2 Barge Jubail Gulf Star 

5/2 Tug Abu Samir Gulf Star 

5/2 Simeria Alsawan 

6/2 Norasia Arabia EmadBahar 

6/2 Mandama Algh. Barbai 

7/2 Rashidah AlQuiub 

7/2 Lanka Seed evi AlQutub 

SHIPS DISCHARGING AT SHUAIBA PORT 
B. No Ships name . Agent 

2 Ocean Envoy Al Majid 

3 Tug Delmar 5 Sagership 

3 Barge Delmar 2 Sagership 

SHIPS EXPECTED AT SHUAIBA PORT 


ETA Ships Name 

5/2 Grace Liberty 
5/2 Progress Carrier 
6/2 EleftheriaK 
8/2 Abu Basma 
8/2 Sunset 
li/2 YS Prosperity 
1 1/2 Rhein Express 


AlBader 2433537 

JKH PORT 

Agent TeL No. 

Gulf Star 4845501 

Gulf Star 4845501 

Alsawan 4746018 

EmadBahar 4841807 

Algh. Bar bar 4843988 

AlQuiub 4747815 

AlQutub 4747815 

IAIBA PORT 

Agent Tel. No. 

Al Majid 2421439 

Sagership 2432692 

Sagership 2432692 

IAPORT 

Agent TN. No. 

AlKamal 2425437 


Agent Tel. No. 

AlKamal 2425437 

Saber Shaheen 2432692 
AlRashad 2423642 

Roger 2423642 

Roger 2423642 

AlRashed 2422026 

M.Bahar 2433881 


COMPILED by Alghanlm Barber Shipping Co. WLL, PO Box 
21708 SafeL Alghanlm Industries Bldg. Airport Road, 
sitffwafth. Phone 4843988/4842S88 extn. 3628/3614. 


omic relations between North 
and South. 

But the issue remained in the 
hands of the industrial countries 
which keep their control over the 
effective economic policies worl- 
dwide. 

Critical 

The Kuwaiti minister said that 
the Arab world is witnessing a 
very critical situation and is con- 
fronting political challenges in 
addition to the economic 
problems. 

He cited as an example the 
Iraq-Iran war, which, he said, is 
still exhausting economic 
capabilities and achievements,. 
He also died the situation in 
occupied Palestine as another 
example of the challenges that 
obstruct a prosperous economic 
situation in the Arab world. 

He called for unified Arab 
action to face such challenges, 
stressing that the success of an 
Arab economic development 
needs a joint Arab effort and 
cooperation at commercial, fin- 
ancial, economic and cultural 
levels. 
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0.32 0.32 
13.85 13.90 
1.83 1.83 


0.69 0.73 
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FOLLOWING are the average 
KD interest rates of local inter- 
bank transactions as reported by 
participants to Central Bank of 
Kuwait yesterday: 

Period Bid Offered 

I month 4-5/16 4-I1/16’ 

3 months 4-3/8 4-13/16 

6 months 4-5/8 5-1/16 

1 year 4-3/4 5-3/16 


Bid Offered 
4-5/16 4-11/16- 
«/8 4-13/16 
4-5/8 5-1/16 
4-3/4 5-3/16. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

For Rent 

MISHRIF. two storey spacious 
villa with garden. Curtains, and- 

carpets, drip irrigation system 
with some light fittings for sale. 
KD1400. Tele. 5382129, 9am - 12 
noon, 5-7 pm. 

(AT6-40830-3) 

MISHRIF. villa; single storey. 3 
bedrooms, fitted furniture, fully 
carpeted, garden, carport 
excellent maids quarters. No 
agents. Rent KD600. Tele. Mr. 
Hasler 53821 87, after 6pm. 

(AT6-40829-2) 

Available 

HAWALLI. near Dr Nawgiris 
Clinic. Independent room prefera- 
bly for Indians. Bus routes 
14,18,37. 506. 102. Rent KD60. 
Tele. 2628316. after 5pm. 

CAT640837-3) 



KUWAIT City next to Hardee's 
Building. Opp. Maliya bus stop. 
An independent room for 1 or 2 
bachelors to share with a Goan 
family. Tele. Martin. 2410871, 
2421985.8.30am- 1230 pm. 4.30 
-7.30pm. ■ 

CATl-40817-2) 

FARWANIYA behind the Holiday 
Irm. One room in a three bedroom 
flat with water and electricity for a 
couple. Rent KD40. Tele. 
2644632. 9 am -1 pm. 

(ATI -40843-3) 

KUWAIT City. Darwaza Abdul 
Razzak. 2 bedrooms for Catholic 
bachelors to share with a small 
Indian family, from 1st of March. 
Tele. Fernandes, 2445611. 4.30 - 

8.30 pm. 

(ATI-40841-2) 

FOR SALE 

Cars 

LANCER 1 .4 engine, model 1984, 
in excellent condition. KD 650. 
Tele. 5651346. after 2 pm. 

(AT2-40872-1) 


MERCEDES, 250. 1979 fully 
automatic, central lock, blue 
colour, tested to August 88 
extensive new parts fitted. 
KD1.150ono.cash. Tele. MrMike. 
5339306. anytime. 

(ATI ^40850-3) 

BUCK Le Sabre (1979) A/C. 
automatic lemon yellow, regis- 
tered upto Nov. 88, repainted in 
excellent condition KD600 osto. 
Tele. Dr Bhargava. 4893353 
anytime. 

(ATI -40847-2) 

HYUNDAI Stellar (Prime) 1987 
fully automatic, metallic grey. 
31.000 kms, overdrive transmis- 
sion. in excellent condition. Like 
new. KOI 900. Tele. Suiaiman, 
3949854. 

(AT2-40868-3) 

MERCEDES 280SE 1977. 

automatic and Impels 1977 fully 
automatic. Both cars in good run- 
ning condition. Price KD 850 and 
KD375 respectively. Tele. Ash Ian, 
48781 97 after 1 pm only. 

(ATz-40867-3) 


HONDA Accord 1985 44000 km. 
Toyota Carina 1981, white colour 
in good condition KD 1400 and 
KD350 respectively. Tele. Heath. 
2432046/8/9, 7.30 am - 200 pm. 

(ATI -40836-3) 

FIREBIRD Formula 1977. AC. 
automatic, grey colour. Well 
maintained. Tele. Theodore Dias, 
56301 25. after 3 pm. 

(AT2-40869-3) 

Electronics 

CANON electronic typewriter 
Typestar - 7, new. with Canon 
parallel interface 30 to be used 
with computOTSrKDTIO and new 
Citizen 120 D printer 120 CPS 80 
columns KD 85. Tele. 3983510. 
3911491. 

-CATT=40B4B3> 

Furniture 

KING sized waterbed with heater. 
KRVPS stand mixer, 3 system 
Sony Betamax video player. Tele. 
D.Smith 2540808. 11am- 4pm, 
7.30- 10 pm. 

(ATI -40853-2) 


SONYTV new model 22 inch with 
24 systems new chains screen 
price KD 120. Tele. Bassam 
5713190. 

(ATI-40852-3) 

Miscellaneous 

NEW DELHI, two plots of 200 sq. 
yds. each in Kapil Vihar for sale at 
very reasonable prices. Tele. 
Kumar, 4879016-7 ext 181. 7 - 9 
am.. 

CAT2-40860-3) 

FARWANIYA. a 2 bedroom CAC 
flat available from 1 5th March/ 1 st 
April with bedroom set carpets, 
curtains, kitchen cupboards, dish- 
washer, and telephone, also 
bn pa I a car 1981. Rent KD150. 
Tele. 4744706. 

(AT6-40833-3) 
MISHRIF, two storey spacious 
villa with garden, curtains, car- 
pets. drip-irrigation system with 
some light fittings for sale 
KD1400. Rent KD650. Tele 
5382129.9 am- 12 noon. 5-7 pm. 

(ATI-40830-3) 

CLEARANCE 5 seater settee set 
dining table, with 6 chairs, and 
wall-units. Mishrif. Area 5. Street 
11 Villa. 26. Tele. Mr. Hasler. 
53821 87 after 3pm. 

(AT640829-2) 


PHOTOCOPIER sideboard. TV 
and video stand, large wall unit 
medium wall unit Double bed end 
mattress, coffee table, display 
cabinet music stand, rocking 
chair. Tele; 2612424. 

(ATI-40832-3) 

GERMAN Shepherd pure breed, 
10 months old. needs a good 
home. KD 300. For further details 
Tele. Mr Bedar. 3903000 (home 
after 5 pm) 3260233 ext 3204 
(work). 

(ATI-40854-3) 
3 AC's. TV, video, refrigerator, 
sofa set dining table with chairs, 
single beds, wooden cupboards, 
sideboards etc. Tele. N.S. Nizami. 
5656937. 8 am - 2 pm. 5 - 9 pm. 

(AT2-40859-3) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

HALF container to Houston 
available. Tele. 3949773. 

(AT2-40871-2) 

AVAILABLE, five Katha plot near 
Uttara Dhaka. For details tele 
Zaki, 4741876. 4- 630 pm. 

(AT2-MT-1) 

WANTED 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA Britannica in 
good condition with all volumes. 
Tele. 5620680. 9 am - 7 pm. 

(ATI-40845-2) 


FOR RENT 

* Villasi 

♦ Part Villasi 

* Flats $ Offices i 

ExceUontconcfition with 2-3-4 
Bedrooms with Dining room. Saloon. 
Telephone, Garden, Car parking 
apace. Servant's quarter* wftfi ’ 
Central AbcondMonlng. Contact 



Qatar Real Estate 

Tel: 2406592, 2406593 


GoMen Express 
Inn Cargo 

Door-to-door 
cargo service to the 
Philippines 
(SEA & AIR) 

Ano man ktose ng bagaheo 
isgalo ang nals ninyong ipadala 
sa mga mahal sa txihay ay 
makipog-ugnay kmg so 
GOLDEN EXPRESS RfR CARGO 
Contact: Meva 
Tel: No. 2422332/2447529 


f 


LADIES 
KEEP FIT 
WITH AEROBICS 


Commencing 6th Feb 
Sat Mon&Wed6 - 7 
pm at the MUON. 

Far farther Memml 
the Recreation Dept, tbeHttoe 
Hotel Tele: 2533000 


MflBUHRV 

SPECIAL . 
OFFERI 

BOODAI 

CARGO EXPRESS 

SBIVICE 
TO v 
THE ^50 

PHILIPPINES 







Villas, Deluxe flats 
furnished and non-fur- 
nished, in Hadtya, 
Fahaheel, Fimas, and 
Aba Haifa. 

Terfcaif Red! Estate Esfe 

Tel: 3913189, 3919884. 


VILLA - two apartments with gar- 
den near Kuwait City, Rent 1 
KD500-600. Tele Jeff Gilbert 
2428377, P.O. Box 1031. Safet 

KuW3,t (AT 1-40851 -3) 

FULLtime for fullday) maid know- 
ing English for an Indian working 
couple in Salmiya Tele- b. 
Gupta, 5745176. 7 - 9 am. 12.30 - 
Z30 P morafter8 t xn Ti ^ 857 3) 

LOST 

BROWN wallet containing pass- 
port No. B076593 in the name of 
Mr Francis Lodovico Sequerra at 
Kuwait International Airport CT er- 
minal Don 2-2-1986 Tele. Francs 
2411001. ext 587 office. 4735867 
res. Off. 7.X am - 1 X pm. Res. 2 
pm onwards or the Indian 
embassy 2530600. 

AT2-40870-3) 

SERVICES 

Transport 

FARWANIYA to Hawalli. 4 pm 
and back at 9 pm. Tele. 2644632. 9 
am - 1pm. 

(ATI -40844-3) 


FOR RENT 

Villas, 1 /2 villas, flats, 
apartments, stores, etc., 
in all areas of Kuwait. 

Messifah Beach 
Real Estate 

Tele. 2401858 
2408510 


AVAILABLE from Selmiya to 
Kuwait city 4 times daily 7 30 am 
and 1 am. 3 pm and 6 X pm Tele. 
Charles Machado. 5753956. after 
7 pm 

(AT2-40863-3) 

SITUATIONS 

Vacant 

MAID required, preferably Sri 
Lankan fora small India n Fam ily to 
live-in. KD40. Tele. 2613922. 

(AT2-LD/TM-3) 

Wanted 

SECRETARY, female, with 5 
years experience in typing, telex, 
filing, and all office routine work, 
seeks a full-time job Tele. 
5615163. Ligeno Victonno Vales. 


ur 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 

G 


12252525258525 


FOR RENT 

Villas, half villas, 
buildings, and flats 
with or without 
swimming pool. 

A! Azraq 
Real Estate 

Tel. 2452199, 2452198 


WANTED 

Our airconditioning maintenance division 
has the following vacancies 


1. Mechanical engineer 

2. Electrical engineer 

3. Foremen 

4. Sr technicians 

5. Jr technicians 

6. Asst, technicians 

7. Electricians 

8. Plant operators 

9. Drivers 


Qty 


1 

2 

6 

6 

10 

2 

2 

4 


Qualification 
& experience 

BSc with KSE membership 
5 yrs experience in HVAC 
BSc with KSE membership 
5 yrs experience in HVAC 
Diploma in HVAC + 1 0 yrs exp. 
Diploma hi HVAC + 5-7 yrs exp. 
Diploma in HVAC + 3 yrs exp. 
Diploma In HVAC 
Diploma elect — 5 yrs exp. 

Exp 5 yrs 

With valid Kwt driving licence 
ol least 3 yrs experience. 


Transferable residence permit holders, pis apply within 7 days to: 

Personnel Office, Kazeoia Engineering Projects, P.O. Box 42324, 
Shmvaikh. Tel. 4847820/4842033/4847276/4835841/2/3/4 


Large trading company 

requires 

Technical Sales Rep 

Transferable visa, valid D/L & own car a mast. 
Persons with proven sales experience plus fluency in 
English & Arabic. 

Please send CV to 

Sales Manager. 

P.O. Bax 76, 

Saftit 13061, Kuwait. 


THE VIDEO CLUB 

WANTED 

Manageress 

With several years in 
Kuwait and some 
knowledge of Arabic for 
new video shop in 
Firrtas. 

Tel: 5339647 


Hatid Ugaya 
offers 

free delivery in provinces' 


Philippines 
Door to Door 
Service 


Abughosh luTI. 
Tel. 4843447 
SARAH 


FOR SALE 

FoUnwins plumbing materials available wAh compeMm prices 

— GMr. (fees and tttagsto».S. (1387) dossCandl. 

— M ag O wl p ipes en d I Wn gi itb sd nf s 40 and 80 
— CJ. ptoee CM fMsgs as. (41 6) and (4*7) hob ead | 

— Copper pipes aedflntags teAS. stendard. 

— Valns (Onaded and flaeged). 

—Ufcder h se tw copper deed. 

— IMfiMg 

—Josh Peer and roof Me. demur 
— Hrepempe 

Also all plumbing accessories. 

Telephone noa. 5789886- 5759691 
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Alhayot Hading Co. 

Tele: 2445422-2445599 * 
Fax 484361 4 .. . 


REQUIRED 

CAC mechanics 

7 years of experience in maintaining DX 
Units. 

CAC assistant 

3 years of experience. 

Can Tel: 4844448 


VACANCIES 

A leading advertising agency in ihe Middle East 
requires the following: 

Advertising Executive 

• Minimum 5 years of experience in marketing essential. 

• Excellent command of written and spoken English, 
Arabic an advantage. 

• Degree holder preferred. 

Secretary 

• 2-3 years of experience. 

• Energetic, self-motivated. 

• Native English speaker preferred. 

Calligrapher 

Experienced Arabic calligrapher (Full or part-time) 

Please submit your CV with relevant certificates and photo 
to: 

taMmarksts Kuwait 
A) Sboya Building 

(Behind Mercedes Showroom, next to Siemens, off Pepsi Cola St.) 
Shuwolkh, KtnwiU. 

TalapbllM: 484-8846. 



SALWA ^ 
COMPLEX 


Apartments of 250 square metres each. 

— Each apartment consists of a master Brm 
and 3 more Brms plus maid's room, all with 
fitted cupboards. 4 bathrooms plus guest toilet. 
Spacious living room with dining area and 
kitchen with fitted cabinets. 

Facilities in the complex i nclude: 

— Swimming pool 
— Squash courts 
—Health club 
— Children’s playground 
— Parties Hail 

Close to the schools, supermarkets & beach. Rent for each 
r is KD550J- inchu E ng water A electricity charges plus 


Plus many more ftafs & vSoa 

Far information viewing and rentals call the owner's sole appointed 
agent. 


REQUIRED 

An international fast food 
company requires the following 
staff 

1 . Cooks 

2. Waiters 

3. Supervisors 

Male & female, minimum 3 yrs 
experience, with Health Card, 
transferable residence. Contact 
personally for interview with C.V. Tel: 
2422840 between 8 am and 1 pm & 4 to 
7.30 pm. 


Check the classified 
pages of the 
Arab Times 
for used cars, boats, 
furniture and 
electronics. 

The bargains will 
amaze you. 


Arab Times 
Classifieds 
the 

buyer’s 
companion 






* T wo bedroom 

* Three bedroom 

* Villas 

Deluxe, central airconditioning, marble, 
floor in saloon, wooden cabinets, and 
kitchen with refrigerator and cooker. 

Also furnished apartments and villas 
available for rent. 


The complex is provided with : 


childrens recreation facilities 
squash, tennis and basketball courts 
supermarket 
park 

central aerial 
exercise room 

swimming pool for adults and children 
sauna 

emergency power generating sets 




vrw' * , ; w 

\ V :• f <: j ' *~ m - y 


...igi.Trw.p, 
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Times 

CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 

2 insertions KD 4. Three insertions K 05 

Conditions: f 

1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on this coupon, or 

6 ^ Arab 7,mCS 0niCe h “"“” 8 -*»^ 

“™ ed25 ’™* including 

4. Text most be typed or clearly printed. No alteration* or 
cancellation wiD be made after publication. * 

^oj^woi not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 

6. The Arab Times is not responsible for pojstal delays. 

Section heading 

j. 

Sender's Name 

Address 

Telephone 


P.O. BOX: 2270 
13023 SAFAT KUWAIT. 
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and Jones 
sharelead 

PEBBLE BEACH,CaliL, Feb*, 
(Reulcr)r Steve Jones 
the course record at thej 
Point diA ; yesterday with an 
eigbi-imder-par 64 moved 
into a tie with Mark Galcaveo- 
chia after the second round of the 
5750,000 PebbteBeadi national 
pro-am golf tournameoL - ■*• 

Jones and CaJcavecc&a have 
right-nader-par 136 totals. Tom. 
S^fckmamt; is alone at 137 and 
QsIf Stadler is at 138. Briton 
. Sandy Lyle ami West Germany's 
BanhamLangerare tied for fifth 
placeat 139. ‘ 

Lyle had the most unusual 
round of the day. He started at 
the lOth hole, .and made nine 
straight pars for a 35. Moving to 
the other side, be had five birdies 
and an eagle" for a seven-under- 
par 3(L 

Lyle's birdie at the first was a 
chip in from 20 feet and his eagle 
on the par-five six bole also was 
on pitch in from 45 yards. 

Jones, a five year veteran with- 
out a tour victory, posted a five- 
under-par 32 for the first nine 
holes. He then birdied the 10th 
and after seven straight pars he 
scored an eagle two at the final 
hole. His seven-iron shot landed 
about 25 feet behind the hole and 
then socked back, into the cup. 

In Calcaveochia round he had 
an eagle, four birdies and three 
bogeys for a 69. 

Tom Watson, with a 72, drop- 
ped into a tie for seventh place 
with Jim Gallagher at four- 
under-par 140. Australian Greg 
Norman, who like Watson had a 
68 on Thursday, shot a 75 and 
dropped bade to one-under-par 
143. 

In Melbourne, Australian 
Mike Clayton will dash with 
Northern Ireland's Ron an Raf- 
ferty in tomorrow’s final of the 
Mercedes Benz Australian Mat- 
chplay Championship at King- 
ston Heath golf dub. 

Clayton, 30, yesterday cruised 
into the final with a S and 4 
victory over fellow Australian 
CraigParty. 

Rafferty unleashed a burst of 
four birdies from the start of the 
back nine to demoralise Aus- 
tralian Vaughan Somers, and 
clinch a 3 and 2 win. 

Earlier in the day, Rafferty put 
out defending champion and top 
seed, Australia's ran Baker- 
Finch, 4 and- 2. . — . - 

aytpn. jibe. 

with a two up win over 
Mike Colandro of the United 
States. 





Lewis eclipses 
own world record 

“ ' NEW YORK, Feb 6, (Reuter): 

American Tim Lewis set a one 
mile walk world indoor best time 
of five. minutes 33.53 seconds at 
the Mfilrose Games yesterday at 
Madison Square garden. 

Lewis* winning time eclipsed 
his world indoor best mark of 
5:38.2 he set a year ago. 

American Ed O'Rourke, who 
placed second in 5:55.88, was 
later disqualified by track 
officials because of four separate 
rule infractions. 

Compatriot Gary Morgan, 
the third place finisher at 5:56.66, 
was ruled to have finished 
second. Third place went to 
another American, Curtis Fis- 
cher at 6:05.66. 




i'A 


Bruno asked 
to wait a little 

LONDON, Feb 6, (AP): British 
heavyweight boxer Frank Bruno 
philosophically accepted, on 
Thursday he wiU have to wait a 
little longer to challenge world 
champion Mike Tyson, despite 
the fact that he is the World Box- 
ing Council's No.l contender. 

British promoters had pen- 
cilled in a date for a match-up 
between Tyson and Bruno at 
Wembley soccer stadium. But all 
that was swept aside on T uesday 
when the news came from the 
United States (hat Tyson would 
defend against Michael Spinks in 
a 570 million clash that is set to be 
the biggest ever, financially, in 
the sport's history. 

Bruno's response was: “Good 
luck to them. 1 only wish I had a 
percentage." His manager, Terry 
Lawless, added: "They'd be 
insane not to fix up the/ighi with 
that sort of money involved.” 

With Tyson also contracted to 
defend his titles against Tony 
T ubbs in Tokyo in M arch, Bruno 
probably will have to wait until 
September at the earliest for a 
shot at the champion. Thai 
would mean a contest in the 
meantime to prevent him getting 
ring-rusty. 

Home Box Office, which is 
backing Tyson’s fight series, 
reportedly is insisting, anyway, 
that Bruno meet another top-ten 
heavyweight to prove he is a wor- 
thy challenger for the world title. 

"I’m ready to fight whenever 
one is fixed up and 1 don't mind 
who it is against,” the 26 -year- 
old Briion, beaten twice in 34 
contests, said. 

“I’m still the No.l contender 
to Tyson and I'm sure my chance 
will come.” 


DURAN RAISES HIS RECORD TO 82-7 



Ozaki to retain title 


Atlantic gtiy, nj, Feb 6, 

(Reuter): American Marlon 
Starling made his first successful 
defence of the World Boxing 
Association wdterweightcham- 
pionship. when he outpointed 
Fujio Ozaki of Japan over 12- 
rounds here yesterday. 

' Judge Wig© Fernandez of 
Puerto Rico scored thefrght I 18- 
110, judge Rodolfo MaJdanado 
ofTanama scored it 1 17-114, and 
Carlos Sucre of Venezuela had it 
117-1 12 in favour of Starling, 

For much of the fight Starling 
kept the Japanese challenger off 
balance with a steady diet of left 
jabs. . ■ ■■ - 

Punches 

The WBA champion cut the 
face of Ozaki in the second 
round. Ozaki won the fourth 
round when he landed a series of 
punches that drove the champion 
to his corner. Ozaki again shook 
Starting in the ninth round with a 
right hand that jarred the cham- 
pion’s mouthpiece. 

But Starting continued to pile 
up points with his jab. 

Starling improved his record 
to 45-4 while Ozaki ’s now stands 
at 21-5. 

In other bouts, three-times 
world champion Roberto Duran 
of P anama raised his record to 
82-7 with a unanimous 10-round 
decision over American Ricky 
Stackhouse in a T 0-round middl- 
eweight contest 

Duran controlled the contest 
with a steady right hand that 
rocked Stackhouse throughout 
the fight In the sixth round, 
Duran knocked him down with a 
right but Stackhouse got up at 
four and held oh for the final 34 
seconds of the round. 

Two rounds later, the 36-year- 
old veteran buckled' Stack- 
house's knees with a five-punch 


flurry sending him to the canvas 
with I:08 leflin the round. 

Duran contained to dominate 
the final two rounds but could 
not knock Stackhouse down. 

“I had to get into condition too 
fast," said Duran. “Ifl was in top 
condition I could have knocked 
him ont in the fourth or fifth 
round.” 

“I was happy to go 10 rounds. 
Right now, 1 want to get right 
back to business and hopefully 
: fight in April.” 

American Mark Breland stop- 
ped Mexico's Juan Alonso Villa 
at 2:03 of the third round in a 
scheduled 10-round welter- 

wdghtbont 

Breland dominated the fight 
and knocked -Villa 'against -the 
ropesin the second round. • 


TOURING TEAM CONTINUES ITS PA TTERN OF DECLINE 

Sri Lanka collapse against Victoria 


Old Boys 
outclass 
Gold Star 


MELBOURNE, Australia, Feb 
6, (AP): Sri tanka continued its 
pattern of gradual decline since 
arriving in Australia with a 
woeful batting performance 
today against Victoria at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

The Sri Iankatis reached their 
Nadir with theTest against Aus- 
tralia only six days away as they 
crashed to 1 57 all out from 65.5 
over against a consistent Vic- 
torian attack on a helpful but 
hardly terrifying pitch. 

Lathed 

The Sri Lankans arrived in 
Australia on Dec 22 and lashed 
the Western. Australian bowlers 
four days later 7-382 from 93.3 
overs with Asanka Gurusinha 

making 202, well supported by 

consistent scores from Aravin da 
de SOva and Brendon Kuruppu. 

But since then, the tourists 
have had a hard time in the World 


Series Cup and provided only 
infrequent displays of their 
ability. 

In Perth next week, they will 
facea confident Australian team. 


Today's start of play 
delayed for twohours after b 


was 
heavy 

overnight rain seeped under the 
covers and umpires Bert Guy and 
David Holden declared the 
surrounds too soggy. 

Victorian captain Dean Jones 
had no hesitation asking Sri 
Lanka to bat on a helpful-look- 
ing pitch that promised some ass- 
istance to ms pace line-up of 
Merv Hughes, Tony 
Dodemaide, Paul ReifTel and 

Simon Davis. 

Davis was the pick of the 
bowlers with his haul of 5-50 
from 20 overs, taking the scalps 
of Roshon Mahanama. Asanka 
Gurusinha, Aijuna Ranatunga. 
captain Ranjan Madugalle and 


Cbampaka Ramanayake. 

He served a consistent diet of 
little off-cutters on off-stump, 
and the Sri T^nkan batsmen lost 
their patience long before his line 
started to waver. 

Patience 

Gurusinha, Ranatunga and 
Ramanayake helped deliveries 
into the waiting slip cordon. 
Ranjan Madugalle played down 
the wrong line of a straight one 
and M ahanama spooned a catch 
to gully after finally losing the 
will to continue. 

For Davis, the haul represen- 
ted his first tag of five wickets in 
first-class cricket since he took 6- 
53 against Queensland at the 
MCG in December, 1985. 

Skipper Jones said the wicket 
had given some assistance but 
was not devilish for batting. 

Opening bat Mahanama 


provided the only real top order 
resistance of the day with a lonely 
three-hour vigil of 33 before he 
was the fifth man out at 87. 

Scoreboard 
SRI LANKA first tongs 
R Mahanama cDqdentaideb Davis 33 
B Knrnppa c Dimattha b ReifTd . 10 
A Ganraaba c Dunattma b Davis 1! 

A De SOva c Siddons b Reiffel 10 

A Ranatunga c Dinattina b Davis . 9 

R Madugalle b Davis .... 20 

R Ratnayekec DbunSub Hughes 29 

G De Alwb ran out 2 

CRanuaayakecWhatmorebDavis 9 
G Labrooy c Dimattina b Dodemaidr 
10 

S Jeganatkan not ont — 3 



Extras (Tb-4 nb-3 w-4) . 
Total 


Idrees: 58 not out 


Foreman stops Trane in fifth round 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada, Feb; 6, 
(AP): Former heavyweight 
champion George Foreman 
scored his seventh straight vic- 
tory last night since retumine Lo 
the ring, stopping a -bloodied 
Guido Trane m the fifth round of 
their scheduled 10-roimd bout. 

Trane was bleeding heavily 
from the nose and from a cut over 
his left eye when referee Mills 
Lane stopped the fight at 2:39 of 
the fifth round. 

Foreman dominated the bout 
from the opening bell, but Trane 
proved to be his ' toughest 


several shots in the fourth 
fifth rounds that appeared to 
shake Foreman. 

Extended 

“I played an acting job like I 
wasn't getting hurt, but he was 
beginning to get to me,” the 40- 


year-old Foreman said. 

- “This fight extended me more 
than I expected," Foreman 
admitted. “He really came on 
after the first couple of rounds 
and I told myself, “you might as 
well get out your guns. You're 
gonna have to fight this man.” 

Foreman earned $20,000 for 
the fight, held before a sellout 
crowd of 4,500 at Caesar’s 
Palace. ' 

Trane, 215 (97 kg), fell to 13-7- 
4. The Italian fighter was paid 
$5,000 for' the boat, his first out- 
side of Europe. 

Trane, the Italian heavyweight 
champion, began bleeding from 
the nose in the second round and 


Foreman kept after him behind a 
: jab tin 

S id * 

owever. Foreman seemed una- 
ble to land with combinations 


stiffleftjab that constantly snap- 
Trane’s head hack. 


Kersee and Torrence score impressive victories 

Foster beats Nehemiah in hurdles 


NEW YORK Feb 6, (AP): Greg 
Foster continued his recent 
domination over Renaldo 
Nehemiah, winning the 55-metre 
high hurdles in the Mfllrose 
Games last night at Madison 
Square Garden. - 
Long jumper Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee aha sprinter Gwen 
Torrence also scored impressive 
victories. . 


since Nehemiah returned to 
track in 1986 after four years in 
the National Football League 
with the San Francisco 49ers. 

Rivalry 

Although Nehemiah still 
holds a commanding lead with 
one dead heat over Foster in a 
rivalry that began in the late 
1970s. 

Clearly, it is Foster, who was 
timed in 7.07 seconds. 

Nehemiah, still struggling to 
find the form and technique that 
carried him to the world outdoor 
record in the 1 10-metre hurdles 
and the world indoor best in the 
55-metre hurdles, finished a dis- 
tant fifth in 7.22/ edging 1984 
Olympic champion Roger King- 
dom, who was last in the same 
time. 

Nehemiah was the first out of 



the blocks in the six-man race, 
but Foster caught him quickly, 
beating him over the first hurdle. 
He never trailed again. 

‘Tve gotten used to the fact 
that I won't always start first,”, 
said Foster, who was competing 
with a slight cold. - 

Foster said he wasn’t worried 
about Nebemiah's fast start, 
'(only woriy about my 

Nehemiah continued to 
bemoan his poor technique. 

Puzzle 

“There are stflJ some pieces of 
the .puzzle missing ... some big 
gaps,” he said. “Basically, my 
speed and strength arethere, but 
where Tmlosing itis over the top 
of the hurdles. That’s where Tm 
still behind the other runners. 

“My technique is all wrong. 
For me, it's like starting all over. 
“Technically, Fm in the air too 
much. Then, I lose my balance, 
going over the hurdle.” 

Arthur Blake finished second 
in 7.10 and Cletus Clark was 
third in7.12. 

The victory was Foster’s 
second in a row ra the Mifirose 
Games, his fifth in six years and 
hiS sixth overall. 

He was ranked No. 1 in the 


world last year and won the j 
medal in the world outdoor 
championships in 1987 for the 
second straight time, taking over 
.the mantle that once belonged to 
the now struggling Nehemiah. 

No one, however, seems able 
to displace Joyner-Kersee as the 
outstanding woman's track and. 
field athlete. 

__ Joyner-Kersee, the Associated 
-FdpiiiHe Athlete dif -the- 

■•swapispiE^ 

with a meet record 22 feet, 8.5 
indies (6.9m) — only two inches 
(5cm) short of- her American 
indoor record. 

In smashing the meet mark of 
21-11.5 (6.69m) she set in 1986, 
Joyner-Kersee had three jumps 
over 22 feet (6.7m). 

Torrence sped to victory in the 
women’s 55-metre dash in 6.64 
for her 34th consecutive victory 
in 16 meets, including trials and 

^wwifiTials - 

Torrence burst out quickly 
and easily beat 1984 10D-metre 
gold medallist Evelyn Ashford, 
who finished second in 6.71. 

In the famed wanamaker mile, 
Ireland's Marcus O’Sullivan, the 
1987 world indoor champion, 
waited patiently before seizing 
the lead with 1.5 laps remaining, 
and breezed to victory in 3:56.89. 


British team flies to Calgary 


LONDON, Feb 6, (AP): 
Britain’s team for the 'winter 
Olympic games left for Calgary 
today, laden down with baggage 
but with only an outside chance 
of medals. 

The party of 1 16, the biggest 
ever assembled for a winter 
games by his country, flew out 
from Heathrow without any real- 
istic hopes of coming home with 
honors in the absence of big- 
name skaters who have boosted 
success in recent years, such as 
. Jane Torvill and Christopher 
Dean. 

No facilities 

“For a country which doesn't 
have any alps, not too much snow 
and no proper indoor winter 
sports facilities, it's not a bad 
team,” said Chaiies Palmer, 
chairman of the British Olympic 
Association and team comman- 
dant 

“We can't say as in the last 
three games that we are going in 
with a world or European cham- 
pion on the firm. This time we are 
not in that fortunate position, 
but we have got opportunities of 
coming back with medals if we 
are lucky.” 

Palmer said the lack of 
facilities at home was often to 
blame for Britain's lack of suc^ 
cess in the winter games. 

“We invented Bob-Sleigh, we 
invented luge — and there's not 
one Bob orTuge run in the coun- 
try. They have to go abroad,” he 
said. 

"The downhill skiers have to 
do thesame. There is alittle bit of 
skiing is Scotland but most peo- 
ple travel on the white circus 
around Europe and the world 
, during the season.” 

In Calgary, Alberta, progress 
reports and nagging problems 
are expected to take up most of 
the time as the International 
Olympic Comittee opens a week 



The official mascot* of the 1888 Wlmar Olympics are ready to start 

welcoming visitors to Calgary. 


of meetings prior to the start of 
the Calgary winter games. 

The IOCs executive board, 
headed by President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, is starting 
weekend talks today. 

Tbe board will consider com- 
mittee reports and other matters 
to be presented tothe IOC's 93rd 
session, which opens on Monday 
at Calgary’s convention centre. 

Nothing earth-shaking is on 
the agendaforwther the board or 
the session, butseveraNtey items 
will be considered. 

The question of allowing ten- 
nis players to compete in South 
Africa and the pokiUe impact 
that might have on the Olympics 


now that tennis pros are allowed 
mare expected to be discussed by 
at least the board. 

Demands 

So is what to do about North 
Korea's continuing demands to 
co-hosl the 1988 summer games. 
The North was one of only six 
nations out of 1 67 IOC members 
to reject an invitation to Seoul, 
and a special IOC panel is draw- 
ing up possible punishment for 
boycotting countries. 

The board also could take up 
the case of Sergei Guliaev , a. 
world champion speed skater 
from the Soviet Union involved 
in allegations of steroid smug- 
gling. 


and missed often when he tried to 
throw his right hand. 

Trane, who fought defensively 
the first four rounds, came after 
Foreman in the fifth and caught 
the former champion with a big 
left to the head midway through 
the round. 

Retaliated 

The punch seemed to irritate 
Foreman and he retaliated with 
five straight shots to the head, 
opening a cut over Trane's left 
eye that began bleeding heavily. 

Lane stopped the fight so the 
ring physician. Dr Flip Homan- 
sky, could examine the cut and 
then declared Foreman the win- 
ner when Homans ky advised 
that the fight be stopped. 

A few second earlier. Lane had 
briefly stopped the fight so that 
Trane’s nose, which was puffed 
and blooded, could be examined. 


“I really wanted the fight to go 
a little longer,” Foreman said. “I 
wanted a clean win. a knockout 
win.” 

“Some fighters settle for 10- 
round decisions but I want to go 
for knockouts,” Foreman said. 
“Too much is expected of me. 
The fans want me to knock 
everybody out” 

Foreman, 244 (111 kg), has 
won all seven of Ids fights since 
returning to the ring last March 
after a. decade of inactivity. He 
ran his overall record to 52-2-0. 

The win set up a March 19 
fight against Anders Ecklund, a 
former European heavyweight 
champion, as Foreman tries to 
continue his busy schedule which 
he hope will earn him a little fight 
against Mike Tyson. The 
Foreman-Ecklimd fight is also 
scheduled for Caesar's Palace. 


IBF backs down on world title fight 


LONDON, Feb 6, (AP): Faced 
with mounting pressure by Brit- 
ish officials, the Internationa] 
Boxing Federation backed down 
today and agreed to reduce 
Frank Tate’s IBF world middl- 
eweight title fight against Tony 
Sibson tomorrow from 15 to 12 
rounds. 

“The fight goes ahead, it will 
be fought over 12 rounds,” IBF 
president Robert Lee said in 
London. “The decision has been 
made to protect (promoter) 
•Frank (Warren) and. to give 
*Tony Sibson a chance.” 
Explosive 

For weeks, Tate’s potentially 
explosive clash with Sibson has 
been dwarfed by a high-powered 
fight outside the ring. 

The fight at Bmgley Hall, Staf- 
ford in Central England, has 
been caught in a tug of war bet- 
ween the IBF and the British 
Boxing Board of Control overits 
duration. 

Until today’s eve-of-fight 
announcement, the IBF stuck to 
its rules governing world title 
fights and said tomorrow’s bout 
would be over 15 rounds which. 


they maintained, was a true test 
of a world champion. 

But the British officials foll- 
owed the line of the two other 
world governing bodies, the 
World Boxing Council and the 
World Boxing Association, in 
restricting contests to no more 
than 12 rounds on the grounds of 
safety. 

The British board refused to 
sanction the contest over 15 
rounds and, although the fight 
goes ahead with IBF officials, the 
BBBCjhreatened^to ^withdraw 
' the license! 'df l&bSoxv Wkrrmr 
and any other Britons on the 
undercard connected with the 
show. 

Speaking on independent 
television, Lee said Sibson, who 
has already made two unsuccess- 
ful wort d title attempts, had to be 
given one last chance. 

Lee said the IBF may decide to 
fall into line with the WBC and 
WBA when it holds its annual 
- convention in Miami, Fla on 
May 31 though June 14. Reduc- 
ing its world title fights to 12 
rounds on permanent basis, he 
said, “may or may not happen.” 


REQUIRED 

Reputed & well-established organisation 
requires following: 

SECRETARY 

Qualified stenographer in English language well 
conversant with all types of office work. Proficiency in 
English is essential. 

STOREKEEPER 

Qualified storekeeper, well conversant with modem techniques of 
storekeeping e.g. cardex system, Inventory control etc. and 
possessing valid driving licence. Proficiency in both Arabic & 
English languages would be preferred. 

Applicants meeting above requirements may send ResumejC. V. 
ana photo-copy of passport (pages containing all particulars 
including resilience permit ) along with one* photograph to: 

P.0. Box No. 3010 (Safat) 

13031— Safat, Kuwait. 


FOR RENT 

1 - 4 shops open on each other. 60 square 
metres in area. Good for a trading, travel office, 
pharmacy ... etc. Abdulla A! Mubarak St., But] Al 
Hamam Bldg. opp. Al Maseel parking and 
Egyptair. 

Call tel. 2432761. 

2r The second and sixth floors in the same 
bldg. Each floor is of 1 60 square metres in 
area. Good for a commercial, advocate, 
contracting, or export-import office. Available 
from 1/3/88. 

Call tel. 2432761. 

3- A store in Al Rai industrial area, behind Al 
Baghli Sponge (stores). 1,000 square metres 
in area. Available now. 

Call tel. 2432761. 


Fall of wickets: 1-26 2-40 3-674-78 
5-S7 6-119 7-122 8-136 9-145. 

Bowfinp Hughes 19-3-56-1 (nb-2 
w-3), ReifTd 15-4-30-2 (oh-1), 
Dodemaide 11.5-5-17-1 (w-1). Davis 
20-8-50-5. 

Barsby and 
Botham put 
Queensland 
in command 

BRISBANE. Australia. Feb 6. 
(Reuter): A century by opener 
Trevor Barsby and a dash of lan 
Botham magic carried Queen- 
sland to an imposing 34] for 
seven at the close of the opening 
day of the Sheffield match 
against South Australia today. 

Barsby, batting with seven stit- 
ches in a cut finger, scored 1 02 in 
203 minutes and figured in a 1 63- 
run partnership for the second 
wicket with Glenn Trimble, who 
made a steady 57. 

Botham was at his swashbuck- 
ling best, clouting seven fours 
ana three sixes on his way to 60in 
75 minutes. He was out edging 
leg-spinner Peter Sleep to wick- 
etkeeper Wayne Philipps just 
before the close. 

Andrew Zesers was the pick of 
the bowlers, conceded only 58 
runs from 28 overs of medium 
pace for one wicket 

An unbeaten 81 by Australian 
opener Geoff" Marsh rescued 
Western Australia from collapse 
against bottom side Tasmania in 
their shield match in Hobart 

Marsh batted for 330 minutes 
as his side recovered from 55 for 
three to reach 253 for six by the 
close. 

He shared partnerships of 90 
ip 102. minutes, for. the Jfonrth 
wicket with Wayne Ahdfews,6T 
in 55 minutes for the fifth wicket 
with Tim Zoehrer, and 45 in 48 
minutes for the sixth wicket with 
Chris Matthews. 


H 

157 By Rlaz Chaudhry 


Fijian to 
face Aussie 

SUVA, Fiji, Feb6, (AP): Veteran 
Fijian boxer Sakaria Ve will face 
Australian Alex Temelkov for 
the vacant South Pacific middl- 
eweight title in Suva on March 
19, promoter John Beater 
announcedyesterday. 


OLD BOYS Cricket Club 
(OBCQ led shrewdly by veteran 
all-rounder Ghulam Haider 
trounced Gold Star Cricket Club 
(GSCO by 38 runs at Das man 
Complex ground, Sharq on 
Friday afternoon. 

After winning the toss OBCC 
elected to bat and scored 157 
runs in alloled 25 overs losing 
five wickets in the process. Idrees 
batted with complete authority 
over all the bowlers scoring 
unbeaten 58 runs including eight 
superbly executed boundaries. 

Ghulam Haider also baited 
well and hit four fours in his 
knock of 33 valuable runs. Riaz 
Chaudhry 25 and Riaz Mian 18 
(not-out) also contributed 
towards the total. 

For GSCC Zaheer.Razak, 
Khadam. Tariq and Mehmood 
picked a wicket each. Needing 
6.33 per over GSCC lost the 
wickets at regular intervals and 
reached only 1 1 9 in 25 overs after 
losing eight wickets. 

Razak played responsible, 
innings of 62 unbeaten runs, hit- 
ting six boundaries, but could 
not save GSCC from defeat 

Nadeem 12 was only other bat- 
sman to reach the double figures. 
Iftikhar Hussain led the bowling 
onslaught for ' OBCC taking 
three for 18 runs as Ghulam 
Haider, Riaz Mian, Ejaz and 
Riaz Chaudhry got a scalp each. 

Idrees after a fine batting per- 
formance excelled in wicket- 
keeping. 

England will 
not replace 
injured Foster 

NEW PLYMOUTH. New 
Zealand, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
England wiU not replace injured 
pace bowler Neil Foster, who 
was returning home today less 
than a week before the first 
cricket Test against New 
Zealand. 

Tour manager Peter Lush said 
the five seam bowlers left in the 
party would be enough for the 
rest of the tour. 

Foster left the team in Aus- 
tralia aftera specialist told him to 
rest his injured knee for four 
weeks. His team-mates flew on to 
New Zealand where they will 
start a three-day game against a 
Shell XI in New Plymouth 
tomorrow. 








SPORTS . 

Adams upsets LUTON BEA T OXFORD IN GOAL SPREE 

Fendick to ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

reach finals- LlVerOOOl StUmDIf 
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WELLINGTON, New Zealand, 
Feb 6. (AP): Unseeded American 
. Katrina Adams came from 
behind today in the semifinals of 
the $50,000 Virginia Slims of 
Wellington's women's tennis 
tournament to record the most 
important victory of her short 
pro career. 

Down one set and 2-5 to top- 
seeded Patty Fendick, Adams 
staged the comeback ofthe tour- 
nament to win 3-6, 7-6, 6-4 and 
earn a place in tomorrow's final. 
She is playing in only her second 
major tournament since turning 
professional. 

Adams will meet Canadian Jill 
Hetherington, the tournament's 
1 3 th seed who com pie ted her best 
week on the circuit by ousting the 
second-seeded and 29th ranked 
player in the world Anne Minter 
of Australia 7-5, 2-6, 6-4. 

Minter struggled on serve and 
at 15-40 down double faulted to 
leave Hetherington to serve for 
the set. 


Liverpool stumble to a draw against West Ham 


LONDON; Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Runaway leaders Liverpool suf- 
fered a rare indignity today when 
they stumbled to a 0-0 draw at 
home to West Ham and found 
themselves upstaged by the goal 
exploits of two of the English 
First Division's least fashionable 
clubs. 

While Liverpool struggled to 
extend their club record 
unbeaten start to the season to 25 
matches, Luton beat Oxford 7-4 
in an extraordinary dash in front 
of only 8,000 fans at Kenilworth 
Road. 

Points 

Liverpool's point against 
West Ham kept them 15 points 
clear of Nottingham Forest and 
Manchester United at the top. 
Forest beat Chelsea 3-2 and 
United, 30 years to the day after 
the Munich air disaster killed 
eight of the 'Busby Babes', beat 
Coventry 1-0. 

Luton, .unbeaten in eight 
games, made a storming start 


against Oxford and led 2-0 after 
only 19 minutes, thanks to goals 
from Mick Harford and Brian 
Stein. 

But Oxford fought back to 
makeit 3-2 at the interval. Dean 
Saunders with a penalty and 
Martin Foyle sandwiching 
another Luton strike from 
Farron McDonough. 

Luton striker Mark Stein then 
scored an 1 1 -minute hat-trick at 
the start of the second half, 

■ Oxford replying through 
Richard Hill, to put the home 
team 6-3 ahead and further goals 
followed from Harford ana Les 
Phillips before the final whistle. 

The two teams meet again cm . 
Wednesday at Oxford in an 
English League Cup semifinal, 
first leg. 

Results 

Engtbb DhrMm One 

Liverpool 0 West Ham 0 

Luton 7 Oxford 4 

Manchester U 1 Coventry - 0 

Norwich 0 Watford 0 


Nous Forest 
Portsmouth 
QPEL 

Sheffield Wed 
Wimbledon 


3 Chelsea 
2 Derby 
2 Chariton 

2 Southampton 
0 Newcastle 


Southend 1 Notts County 

DnWoaftw 

Bolton 1 Hereford 

Cambridge 1 Torquay 

Carlisle 2 Stockport 

Leyton Orient 0 Hartlepool 

Rochdale 2 Scunthorpe 

Swansea . 0 Burnley 
Tranraere 1 Scarborough 

Wolverhampton I Cardiff 

Postponed: Darlington v Pei 
borough, Wrexham v Exeter. 

Scottish PrrmirrDivBion 
Aberdeen 1 Ranger? 

Cdlk: ^ 1 ■ Motherwell 

Dundee United 2 Morton . 

Falkirk I Dunfermline 

Hibernian 2 Dundee 

St Mirren 0 Hearts 

Scott* Divismi One 
Airdrieonians i Dumbarton 

Clydebank 1 Queen of South 
East Fife 0 Meadow bank 

Hamilton 2 Clyde 

Kilmarnock 0 Forfar ■ 

Partick 5 faith 

Scottish Dfvtstoa Two 
Ayr 2 East Stirling 

Cowdenbeath ] Stenbousemuir 

Queen's Park I Montrose 

St Johnstone 4 Albion 


Postponed: Tottenham v Evert on 

DMdHTm 1 

Aston Vina 2 Leicester 


Aston VQb 
Blackburn 
Bournemouth 
Crystal Palace 

Mil wail 

Oldham 

Shrewsbury 

Stoke 

Swindon 


2 Leicester - . 1 

2 Manchester Oly 1* 

6 HuB . 2 

3 Birmingham 'B 


Hereford 

Torquay 

Stockport 

Hartlepool 

Scunthorpe 

Burnley 

Scarborough 

Cardiff 


Bradford 


West Bran 

Sheffield U 
Middlesbrough 


Postponed: Plymouth v Barnsley 


DtttiMTW 
Aldershot 
Blackpool 
■ Bristol City 
Chesterfield 
Fulham 
Grimsby 
Northampton 
Sunderland 
Wigan 
York 


Chester. 

Brighton 

Bury . 

G illingham 

Mansfield 

Preston 

Doncaster 

WabaU 

Bristol Rovers 

Port Vale 


Postponed: Rotherham v Brentford 
Played on Friday: 


Stirling 2 Stranraer 0 

Postponed: Berwick v Alloa, Brechin v 
Arbroath. 

Northern premier League 


0 


2 

i Matlock 

2 

Barrow 

0 

| Worksop. 

l - 

(Played al Worksop). 

0‘ 

Caernarfon 

2 

Buxton • 

0 

Choriey 

5 

Oswesiry 

4 

Galahad 

1 

■ Marine 


Portsmouth 

Norwich 

Coventry 

Derby 

Watford 

Oxford 

Chariton 


17 b 1 1 10 26 43 29 
26 7 5 14 13 33 26 
•>4 6 7 II 24 39 25 

24 b 6 12 21 30 24 
26 5 S 17 32 23 

25 6 5 14 .32 53 23 
■*6 4 8 |4 23 4B 20 


Postponed: Horwich vHyde. 

Standings 

English League wooer tables after 
today's matches (ubulate'Under played, 
won, drawn, ipst, . goals.; for*. against, 

pointst'-’. 1 ':-'’ *>: '* • 

Engfish DriMoeOne • 


English Division Two 

Aston ViBa 3117 10 4 50 25 61 

Blackburn 30 16 9 5 44 28 57 


Liverpool - 
Notts Forest 
Manchester U 
Evcnon 
QPR 
Arsenal 
Wimbledon 
Luton 

Sheffield Wed 

Newcastle 

Tottenham 

Southampton 

West Ham 

Chelsea 


25 19 6 0 59 ! 1 63 
25 14 6 5 40 23 43 
2d- 13 9 4 39 25 43 

25 12 7 6 36 16 43 

26 12 7 7 32 28 43 
26 12 6 8 37 25 42 
26 II 8 7 39 30 41 
25 11 5 9 39 30 38 
2611 4.11 33 39 37 

25 8 9 8 30 35 33 

26 9 6 II 26 31 33 

26 8 8 10 34 38 32 
26! 7 10 9 28 34 31 

27 8 7 12 33 45 31 


Blackburn 

Crystal Palace 

Middlesbrough 

Mil wad 

Bradford 

Leeds 

Hull 

Ipswich 

Manchester C 

Swindon 

Stoke 

Oldham 

Barnsley 

Plymouth 

Birmingham 

Bournemouth 

Sheffield U 

West Bram 

Leicester 

Shrewsbury 

Reading 

Huddersfield 


30 16 9 5 44 28 57 

31 17 4 10 66 47 55 
}0 15 8 7 41 24 53 

30 16 4 10 49 37 52 
tq 15 6 8 43 35 51 

31 14 8 9 43 38 50 
39 13 9 7 43 40 48 
30 13 7 10 40 30 4b 
30 12 6 12 58 45 42 
27 12 6 9 49 37 42 
30 12 6 12 37 39 42 
30 1 1 7 12 39 JO 40 
27 1 1 6 10 42 36 39 
2V II 6 12 40 45 39 
>0 9 8 13 30 43 35 

29 9 7 13 43 4 7 J4 

30 S 6 16 32 52 30 

31 8 5 18 35 54 29 
29 7 7 15 36 44 28 
31 5 11 15 26 42 26 
29 6 6 17 32 54 24 
29 4 8 17 31 68 20 


Kuwait teams to drive in Qatar Rob Baker maintains Challenge Cup lead 


By Gall Seery 

KUWAlT-based drivers Lester 
Featherstonehaugh and novice 
Mike Allen will be entering this 
weekend's Qatar Rally, which is 
the first round of the 1988 Mid- 
dle East Championship. Both 
will be driving Volvo 240s, 
though Allen's car is a turbo 
model. 

Allen drove in the local rally 
last month, where he came 
through to finish 17th despite a 
multitude of problems which 
included a fire in his fuel tank. He 
was partnered by Martin Philips 
and driving Featherstone- 
haugh's car. This will be his first 
outing in Ihe Volvo 240 turbo. 

Participated 

Lester is an ex perienced driver, 
having participated in a great 
□umber of UK, local and Middle 
East Championship events, 
including the 1986 Qatar Rally; 
his last was the Kuwait Inter- 
national Rally where problems 



Driver Mike Allen In action 

forced him out of the competi- 
tion on the first leg. 

Lester who is to be partnered 
by Mike Allen, father of the 
driver of the other Volvo, said 
that the two cars had part spon- 
sorship from Castrol, and would 
be aiming to take part in all six 
rounds of this year's champion- 
ship. 

The twodrivcTs will definitely 


participate in Jordan in June, as 
well as in the Kuwait Inter- 
national in March. They will 
then examine Lhe possibilities 
and practicalities of competing 
the remaining three events. 

The teams expect to arrive in 
Qatar to start their practise ses- 
sions, and will have the back-up 
support of AI Futaln, the local 
Volvo Agent. 


Holder Sweden take Davis Cup lead 


GAVLE, Sweden, Feb 6, 
(Reuter): Doubles partners 
Stefan Edbefgr and Anders 
Jarryd today booked Sweden's 
place in the second round of the 
Davis Cup world group competi- 
tion with a 6-3 7-5 6-4 win over 
New Zealand's Kelly Evemden 
and David Lewis. 

The victory gave defending 
champions Sweden an unbeata- 
ble 3-0 lead without having lost a 
set ahead of tomorrow’s reverse 
singles matches. 

Outcome 

The outcome was never really 
in doubt, with the Swedes taking 
only 24 minutes to win the fi rs t set 
on the strength of a devastating 
display of accurate first serves 
from both players. 

The New Zealand partnership 
failed to win a single point in the 
Swedish service game during the 
first set. and Lewis's serve was 
broken to love in the sixth game. 

Evemden and Lewis made a 
desperate attempt to stop the rot, 
saving three set points in their 
own service game at 2-5, but 
Ed berg served to love in the foll- 
owing game to clinch the seL 

The second set looked like tur- 
ning into another of the marath- 
ons seen in yesterday's singles 
matches, when one set lasted 98 
miriules. 

In the fourth game, Jarryd lost 
his service after making two dou- 
ble faults but the Swedes replied 
coolly in Lhe next game by break- 
ing Lewis's serve to love. 

Lewis, finding himself the cen- 
tre of attention in anti-apartheid 
Sweden following his controver- 
sial tour of South Africa last year , 
looked strained on court and his 
serve was shown up as the weak 
link in the New Zealand defence. 


Five Nations Rugby 


Edberg showed his class as the 
world's second best singles 
player, and provided the vital 
breaks during his service game. 

He took advantage of the fast 
indoor surface to make his first 
serves almost unretumableand it 
was largley due to his perfor- 
mance that Jarryd was able to 
serve out to seal the second set. 

The New Zealanders lost a lot 
of their sparkle in the third set 
and the Swedes had few problems 
in making the single break neces- 
sary to clinch the match. 

• In New Delhi Slobodan 
Zivojinovic overcame the 
experience of his opponents^nd 
the inexperience of his own part- 
ner to spur' Yugoslavia to a 2-1 
lead over India Jast year’s beaten 
finalists, in their Davis Cup 
worldgroupfirst round tie today. 

Zjvojinovic. partnered by 21- 
year-old Goran Prpic, wore 
down Vijay and Anand Araritraj 
to win doubles clash 7-5 6-3 3-6 2- 
69-7. 

Indian number one Ramesh 
Krishnun meets Bruno Oresar 
and Vijay Amritraj plays 
Zivojinovic in the reverses singles 
tomorrow. 

• In Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia kept its Davis Cup 
hopes alive today when Chow 
Chin Chuan and Veera Selvam • 
won their doubles match to deny 
Sri Lanka the winning point it 
was seeking in their tennis tie. 

• In Manila, Filipinos 
Raymond Suarez and Rod 
Rafael defeated Hiloshi Shirato 
and Eiji Takeuchi of Japan 9-1 i, 
6-4, 6-4, 6-4 today, keeping alive 
Philippine hopes for advancing 
to the semifinals of Davis Cup 
tennis competition. 

• In Basle, Switzerland, 


Claudio Mezzadri of Swit- 
zerland beat Henri Leconte of 
France 3-6 6-3 0-6 8-6 6-2 in the 
resumed second singles match in 
thefirstround ofthe world group 
DavisCup today to level the lie I- 

Play was halted last night with 
the score two sets each. 


By Gail Seery 

ROB Baker took an eleven point 
lead in the Ahmadi Challenge 
Cup bn Friday, after four 
incident full races. Jeff Butt now 
lies in second place, followed by 
novice Eric Andrews, who trails 
him by eight points. 

The Challenge Cup consists of 
four races, the points for these 
are totted up to spveacumulative 
to Lai. and therefore a winner for 
the day. Friday's races formed 
the Lhird round of the challenge, 
and were hotly contested. 

First race 

. In the first race Dennis Ful- 
cher took victory, followed by 
Lloyd, Andrews, Gandy, Butt 
and Baker. 

Andrews started the race from 
pole position, with Baker ar the 
back of the grid . Over the next six 
laps Baker worked his way for- 
ward to fourth place, behind Ful- 
cher, Andrews and Butt. 
Andrews was pressured off by 
Butt at the dub house bend, but 
managed to keep in the race, 
while Baker mounted a strong 
challenge to Butt and passed him 
on the seventh lap. Shortly after- 
wards the two collided; this 
inddent was later thesubject of a 
protest by Baker, who felt that 
Butt had driven dangerously. 
This was upheld and Butt was 

reprimanded:* * —-■■■*• ■** 

" Race two saw only three of the 
seven drivers finishing. Baker 


won, followed by Fulcher and 
Lloyd. Butt suffered brake 
problems which forced him to 
retire, and Andrews was “nud- 
ged 011" early in the race. This 
time he was unable to restart. 
Gandy went out on lap 2, and 
Thomas had a seized engine on 
the fourth lap. 

Second win 

In race three Baker took his 
second win of the day, followed 
by Lloyd, Andrews and Butt. 
Butt was at the back of the grid 
and never came through. Lloyd 
had pole position, next to 
Thomas, and leading Andrews, . 
but Baker had pushed through to 
take the lead by the third lap. 

In the final mens’ race Butt had 

S ale and took the lead, ahead of 
aker, Gandy, Fulcher and 
Andrews, who once again was to 
find himselfbumped off the track 
a few laps later. Baker was chas- 
ing very dose behind and the 
result&t the finishing line was a 
matter of indies. “The race was 
very well driven,” said Sue 
Andrews, official scorer for the 
kart dub. 

Baker said that he had gone 
into the final race knowing that 
he needed to come second, ahead 
of Fulcher and Lloyd, in older to 
win the day's event and lengthen 
his lead in the Cup. “I drove a 
dose race, waiting for any mis- 
takes;”'he saMi'-He’dkbfrmaJtt 
any,- bub-I wanted* to prove- that 
you can drive close without push- 





: *r.v "*-■ > " ' 

_ *»> v ’ .«* * 

v « 

' * / ■ ... . 

% y I 


' \ . ... . >■ ' \ • * ■ 


Rob Baker crosses the finish line 

ing another driver off." h 

The standings in the Ahmadi b 

Challenge Cup: are now as h 
follows: Batffer (kirt 1) 186, Butt » 
(kart 2) 175, Andrews (kart 7) - § 
167. Lloyd (kart 5) 159, Fulcher; • b 
(kart 3) 1 57, Gandy (kart 6) 154,. . n 
Thomas (kart 4) 68. • • -i> 

The day also saw the second ; T 
round of the Ladies' Champion- 1 v ai 
ship in which Sue Andrews took - 
her second victory. She started 
from anti-pole position and took C 

an immediate lead which was Si 

never challenged; Second was 3i 

JUUhtf»BtirttR whb-dattarWfcn ta 

back in the grid— by thetrtoeshe N 

came through, the gap between h 


her and Sue. Andrews could not 
be closed. Bimini' Martin seized 
her' engine early in the race, and 
while the others were spinning. 

. Sue Andrews and Jillian Burns 
. both drove a safe and consistent 
_ race. LouiseTait fibis^odrothird 
position. The'other racers were 
; Tina •Mattbews r -Mihi. Nainen, ' 
v and IvyCtedr^. v '.' ,i ‘'< ; v : . 

S' ' ' 

The ■'standings’ in’' ihe Ladies 
Championship are as follows: 1st 
Sue Andrews, 2nd JHlian Bums, 
3rd Louise Tait, 4th Bimini Mar- 
th^;5tfrTina Matthews add Mini 
Nainen, 6th Gail' Seery, and 7th 
Ivy George. 


France win 
four-nation 
soccer tourney 

MONACO. Feb 6. (Reuter)- 
. France. Tallen European cham- 
pions, won a four-nation soccer 
tournament when they defeated 
Morocco 2-1 in the final yester- 
day. 

Striker Yannick Stnpyra 
headed both French goals* one m 
each half, from passes by Jean- 
Marc Ferreri to give the home 
team a little encouragement after 
a dire slide since the 1986 World 
Cup finals. 

But the victory over a team 
shorn of its best playro was noi 
wholly convincing and France 
still have a long way to go as they 
try to rebuild their fortunes foil- 
owing the departure of Michel 
Platini and most of the key 
players who lifted them to two 
World Cup semifinals. 

Switzerland, beaten 2-1 by 
France in Toulouse on Tuesday, 
took third place with a 2-i win 
over Austria, their first over their 
alpine neighbours in 20 years. 

Until this tournament^ trance 
had won only once in 1 1 ou ting* 
since taking third place in the 
Mexico World Cup. failing along 
the way to qualify for die final 
series ofthe European champios- 
nhip in defence of the title they 
won in 1984. 

After scoring twice in (he first 
nine minutes againsL Swit- 
zerland. France again took a 
quick lead in the final when 
Siopyra profiled from an error 
by goalkeeper Khalil Azmi to 
head home in the ninth minute. 

But Morocco troubled the 
F rench.de fence with swiftattacks 
and goalkeeper Bruno Martini 
did well in the 27th minute to foil 
El Gharef. who had scored twice 
in Tuesday's 3-1 defeat of Aus- 
tria. 

Six minutes later Morocco 
deservedly eq ualised through left 
back Abdelmajid Lamriss after a 
blunder by central defender 
Basile Boli. 

Stopyra restored the French 
lead four minutes after the 
interval when Ferreri, who 
provided most of the more 
i magi na t i ve open i ngs, aga in sup- 
plied the perfect pass. 

Alen drives S 
to victory 

KARLSTAD, Sweden, Feb £ 
(Renter): Finland's Markka Aien 
drove his Lancia to victory today 
in the Swedish motor rally, the 
second event of the 1988 world 
championship. 

"■Swede- Stig BIorafidA JW 
second ia a Ford, followedby chh 
patriot Lars Torph in an Andi. 


SUPERLffiHTS 
IHE LIGHT 
CIGARETTE 
YflU’Ll ENJOY. 


Scotland upset France 


EDINBURGH, Feb 6, (Reuter): 
Full-tack Gavin Hastings scored 
1 6 poin ts, i ncl uding a try when he 
ran the length of Lhe pitch, as 
Scotland recorded an emphalic 
23-12 victory over title-holders 
France in the Five Nations 
Rugby Union International at 
Muirayfield today. 

Hastings also kicked four pen- 
alties in an impressive Scottish 
points' tally that also included a 
try by left-wing IwanTukaJo and 
a drop goal by Richard Cramb. 

France, runners up in the 
inaugural World Cup in New 
Zealand last year and winners of 
their previous eight Five Nations 
matches including their opening 
game of the current tournament 
against England, made a promis- 
ing start when in the first minute 
Jean-Patrick Lescarboura drop- 
ped a goal. 







